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PREFACE. 


From the entreaties of a Friend the following 
•* Notes” were written for his private eye : — from 
the folicitations of other friends they are now 
offered to the eye of the Public. The former were 
tender perfuafions, and, in obeying them, the 
author had much and fincere gratihcation : ■ he 
wilhes he could feel as well affured that he is pur* 
fuing the path of wifdom, by yielding to the latter. 
But he IS too fenfible that what may be amufing, 
or may, even, be deemed valuable, in the clofet of 
iriendfhip, may be very unfit to meet the lefs-pre- 
judiced judgment of the world ; and he is not 
without many apprehenfions, left a fiattering par* 
tiality— a partiality .^hich often deals praife, where 
no merit is due, (hould have induced him to pre- 
fent to the Public what ought never to have efcaped 
beyond the ‘limits of private perufal. 
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Confcious how little his Notes” are calcu- 
lated to withftand the fcrutinizing feverity of cri- 
ticiim, he may obferve that, at no time, during 
the period of writing them, had he a thought that 
they were deftined to appear at the bar of the pub- 
lic. To fulfil the wifhes of one, whofe fentiments 
and opinions were dear td him, was a grateful 
talh : it was congenial to his feelings, and, regard- 
lefs of ftudied rules, he performed it with all the 
freedom of familiar interceurfe. He, daily, devoted 
to his friend thfe. few lait minutes, previous to em- 
bracing his pillow : it, confequently, happened 
that his remarks were, frequently, traced with a 
drowfy pen, or hurried over with a wearied and re- 
luO^ant arm : but, from adopting this habit, the bufy 
occupation of the day fufiered no interruption; 
all the occurrences were noted, whiltt they were 
ftrongly alive in the memory ; and thofe who have 
known the privation of a long and perilous abfence 
from their home, and the objefts of their efteem, 
will comprehend the many happy aiTociations, 
which were, thus, brought to fweeten the hours of 
repofe. 

. At the time of the author’s arrival in the 
Well: Indies every thing, in the tropical regions, was 
new to him. His defire to obtain information was 
- ardent, and without waiting to digeii his remarks 
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into a fyllematic train-— to ftamfi them with the 
importance of method — or to improve them ,t>y 
more mature obfcrvation, 'he endeavoured to coil- 
vey, to his friend, a corred and faithful reprefenta* 
tion of the feelings imprefled upon his mind, by 
the novel feenes around him, whilft he was yet a 
ftranger, and before habit and familiarity had 
weakened their efied. 

He fears that the frequent repetitions, necef- 
fary to this mode of communication, will be found 
to be more tedious, and, in fome inilances, even 
more multiplied than a thrice told tale,*' but he 
faw no way of avoiding them, without altering the 
whole plan of the work, and depriving it of the 
only merit, which he feels it has any title to claim, 
viz. that of giving the occuirences, precifely as 
they pafled before the eye. He was not engaged 
in a deliberate voyage of difeovery ; nor did the 
bufy and anxious duties of his appointment allow 
him time to devote to purfuits of minute inveiliga- 
tion. The utmofl: he could hope was to* catch 
events as they paded,' and faithfully to note them, 
from the impreHion of the fleeting moment : and, 
if it fliould be objected to him that the remarks 
are not aivyays of high importance, he would 
obferve that it is not from great occurrences,' 
alone,* that a correct judgment is formed of men 
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and things. It is more from the daily, common 
' round, than from the great and blazoned events, 
that a juft knowledge is acquired of the cha- 
traders of individuals : — perhaps, alfo, of empires, 
nations, and colonies. 
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himfelf under military command- Military hofpital, 
thor's purfuits upon the day of his arrival at Southampton. 

Southampton, Oft. 3. 
The happinefs we enjoy by prefcrvmg an 
intercourfe with our friends when feparated 
from them, ’beyond the reach of perfonal 
interview, ranks amongft the higheft bleffings 
of civilized life. The focial principle which 
attaches man to his fpecies, influences him 
wherefoever he may be placed, or whatfo- 
ever his condition — it prevails equally in fa- 
vage life and in poliflied fociety ; — but it is 
to navigation and the art of writing, thofe 
powerful engines which have eftablilhed a 
freedom of intercourfe throughout the wide 
VOE. I. B 



extent of the globe, that we are indebted for 
the fuperior enjoyment of communicating 
with far diflant friends, and thereby ren- 
dering our reparation lefs intolerable. 

Yet, will you, my friend, I fear, but too 
foon difcover how much you have facrificed 
your judgment to your friendftxip, in fo 
.ftrenuoufly requiring frequent communica- 
tions, from me, during my abfence from Eng- 
land.— In the correfpoudence your klndnefs 
has exacted you will have to encounter a 
talk, while all the advantages of amufe- 
ment and inftrudion will be mine ; but you 
have brought it upon yourfelf, and muft, 
therefore,, be content to fee me your debtor, 
alTured of ray regret that the 'benefit, to be 
derived, cannot be reciprocal. Did I even 
poflefs all the Rowing and happy talents ne- 
cefiary to deferiptive narration, the bufy 
employment^df my time, and the unfettled 
Hate of my mind, amidft the perpetual hurry 
and uncertainty of military movements, muft 
prevent me from obferving, and ftill more 
from relating what may pafs before ipe, with 
the accuracy you might exped, or I could 



defire. Indeed, were genius mine, and all 
the acute and penetrating powers fitted for 
the talk, ftill, from being unable to mature 
my remarks by the recurrent eye of a con- 
tinued refidence, all I could offer you, would, 
necelTarily, be fuperficial and undigefted. 

You will perceive, therefore, that, under 
all circumftances, yours cannot fail to be a 
trial of patience, for, you can only expedt 
the perufal of hafty notes, haftily colledted, 
hy an obferver whole time mufi; be devoted 
to the duties of his appointment — and whole 
movements and paufes muft be regulated by 
thole exigencies of the army which more 
immediately, and imperioufly demand his at- 
tention. 

But It were needlefs to enter into a de- 
tail of the allowances you will have to make. 
You already know them : hence, as apologies 
are irkfome to you, I forego all further com- 
ment, and, meeting you as you defire, pro- 
ceed to my fubjedk. You command me, 
and, as the loft didtates of friendfhip ulually 
pulfate upon my heart with an influence 
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too grateful to be ^ dlfregarded — my pen 
obeys. 

The adventures of a ftage-coach are fome- 
tlmes amufii'.g, but it happened that my jour- 
ney, hither, was peculiarly devoid of incident, 
being, merely, a dark no£lurnal ride, which 
palTed on without any thing to divert, or to 
intereft. 

According to my ufual habit I felt no 
difpofition to fleep, but, wrapt in penfive 
ftillnefs, fat undifturbed, and let my cogitative 
faculties have their way. My fat companions, 
whom you faw in the mail, proved to be three 
of the fturdy fons of old Ocean. They had 
formed rather an intimate acquaintance with 
a certain perfonal pronoun; and, in ab- 
ruptnefs of manner, feetned to be as nearly 
related to that great perfonage Mr. John 
Bull; as to his kind patron, father Neptune, 
‘If I miftake them not, they were the com- 
manders of fome trading fhips, or tranfports, 
going out with the convoy. The one fitting 
upon the fame feat with myfelf, fo fpread his 
huge fea-worn limbs as .to occupy nearly the 
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whole width of the coach, thrufting my, com- 
paratively, diminutive perfon up into the cor- 
ner like a very bodkin. Each of them, plant- 
ing himfelf, with a lotid grunt, quite at his 
eafe, they all lowered down their travelling 
caps, and, turning into their births in the fe- 
veral corners, funk as profoundly into the 
arms of Morpheus as though they had been 
quietly Twinging in their hammocks upon the 
fmooth furface of a weftern ocean. Occa- 
fionally they were rather loud in ftarts of 
fonorous repofe, otherwife they caufed no 
interruption of my meditations ; and as dark- 
nefs deprived me of all the variety of palling 
objedts, the want of deep was, in fome mea- 
fure, compenfated by my fenfes falling into 
the dumber of weakened impredion. 

Amidll the ftillnefs of night we rolled 
fwiftly on, . without impediment or delay, 
always finding hdrfes'in readinefs at the place 
of change. Even the great bufmefs of eat- 
ing and drinking was more than commonly 
diiregarded. No foclal hour of fupper was 
obferved ; nor were our conductors troubled 
with thofe frequent calls of third, which are, 
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commonly, fo vexatious and annoying to the 
paflengers. To arrive afthe end of the jour- 
ney feemed alike the obje<3; of all. Within 
the coach it was my lot, alone, to be fenfible 
of time, or diftance. Our fleeping captains 
.might have fancied themfclves to have been 
transferred by fome fudden or fylph-like aid ; 
for, the curtains of their eyes but dropped 
with the clofing day of London, to be again 
uplifted with the rifing fun of Southampton. 

We arrived at an early hour, and after 
taking the refrefhment of a cold ablution, 
and a plentiful breakfaft, I proceeded, with- 

f 

out delay, to head-quarters, to announce my 
arrival, and to pay my refpeds to the com- 
mander in chief. It happened that the in- 
fpedor- general of holpitals was with Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, at the time , I called, I, 
therefore, reported my appointment to both— . 
and put myfelf under Command. 

The e0efl: of this moment, upon my 
mind, I had not fully anticipated. It was a 
moment big with fenfation, but I cannot fay 
—with delight ! A fudden impulfe flulfied 
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within me, which feemed to create unex- 
pected feelings, as it werei of regret, on the 
furrender of my liberty. Recalling the days 
of my youth, when, at fchool, I was fubyeCt 
to the will of a matter, my mind, in vivid 
remembrance, rapidly retraced all the images 
of a reftraint which had fo long been irkfome 
to it, and in high impatience of the impreC- 
fion, bufy appeal feemed to call aloud, “ Doft 
thou not recollect that it was then, the anx- 
ious theme of all thy hopes to efcape from 
fetters, and gain the exercife of thine own 
will ? Didtt thou not anticipate, as the con- 
fummation of thy bcft wifhes, the proud and 
happy period when thou ftiould’ft arrive at 
the power of felf-command ? and, this at- 
tained, wouM’tt ihOu, now, furrender the free- 
dom of action fo lohg, and fo anxioufly con- 
templated as thy greateft good — would’ft thou 
abandon the happy acquifition for which 
thou hadft languiflied — for which thou hadft 
toiled through fo many tedious years ?” 

Such were the repugnant, and difcourag- 
ing ^peals of momentary impulfe ; but fober 
reafon quickly refiimed her throne, and, pur- 

P4 
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fuing a more tempered train of ideas, ba- 
niflied the hoftile imprefllonj when the re- 
newal of former contemplations foon reftored 
me to myfelf. 

From the quarters of the commander in 
chief, I accompanied the infpedlor-general to 
vifit the lick, and, in profeflional purfuit, 
forgot the wayward feelings of a difcordant 
moment. 

This walk afforded me the opportunity 
of taking an early view of the military hofpital, 
and I have great pleafure in remarking to 
you that it does much credit to the do£tor’s * 
judgment and induftry. Placed in the di- 
redion of^ the medical departmerit, his exer- 
tions have denionftrated how elTential it is to 
commit that important appointment to an 
officer whofe experience qualifies him for all 
tl'.e various duties it demands. From a well 
devifed arrangement, forwarded by a zealous 
and laudable indufiry, he has caufed a large 
old building, late a fugar-houfe, to be con- 
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verted into a commodious, and well-aired 
hofpital ; where the unfortunate fick are 
comfortably, placed, duly attended, and con- 
veniently, as well as liberally accommodated 
with all that their afflicted lltuation de- 
mands. 

After my vifit at the hofpital, I fpent the 
remainder of the morning in perambulating 
the town and, its environs, and in making va- 
rious calls upon my friends and acquaintances. 
At the hour of dinner I found myfelf en fa- 
milk with colonel M., whofe lady is among 
the unhappy inconfolables, whom this fad 
expedition is about to feparate from their 
Lords. In the afternoon I joined feveral of 
my profeflional comrades at the infpe£tor- 
general’s; and, to complete the round of a 
bufy day, accompanied a party, in the even- 
ing, to the public rooms : the night I crown 
to you, for, as my pen traces the hour, the 
clock ftrikes—— twelve. 
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LETTER IL 

Scenery f promenades^ amufements^ i^c. of Southampton, lis 
many accommodations for the fick and the well. Reflections 
upon viflting the encampment near Southampton, Remarks 
Upon the difcour aging fentiments conveyed to the troops. 
The author ohtains leave of ahjence to return to London, 
Probable miflake reJpcEilng the author^ and fame of his 
comrades. The utility of perfons engaged in the fcrvice 
accommodating themf elves to circumjlances. Facility of 
^yielding to events a leading feature in the character of the 
French, RfleEtions upon this principle as forming a con* 

' irafl between the French and Englijh, Further obferva^ 
iions upon the French character. 


Southampton, Od, 

you a ftranger to Southampton, I 
might offer you many full pages upon its de- 
lightful fiiuation, and the many charms of its 
environs ; for it cannot be difputed that this 
town and neighbourhood afford more of 
pleafing fccnery, convenience, and accom- 
modation, than moft other fpots in England. 
Within the town, the fick and the feeble 
have the benefit of fea-bathing, the well and 
the diffipated the amufements of a playhoufe, 
public rooms, card-playing, and affemblies 
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loithout it, all may find recreation — the va- 
rious promenades, either for walking, riding, 
rowing, or falling, being fuch as to invite and 
to gratify even the moft faftidious. Pleafant 
walks, delightful water excurfions, and the 
fineft foreft rides, abound on every quarter, 
oiFering all the variety of open country, in- 
clofed fields, fea and river views, and wood- 
land fcenery. Nor are the common and more 
generally ftriking lions of the neighbourhood 
lefs abundant : there being, within reach, a 
multitude of towns, places, and objedls which 
ufually attract the attention of ftrangers, fuch 
as Portfinouth and its dock-yard, Gofport 
and its hofpital, the Ille of Wight, the fleet 
at Spithead, Winchefler, Lymington, Lynd- 
hurft, Netley Abbey, &c. &c. &c. 

In fliort, Southampton would feem to be 
one of the few places equally calculated for 
the invalid, the idle, and the gay ; for each 
may find the purfu it fitted for his habits and 
inclinations. Without the too common ex- 
cefs of dilfipation, this place offers every re- 
creation and amufement that a rational mind 
can deffre ; and, in the happy combination 
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of its rural fcenery, it prefents all the firft , 
requidtes of a fummer retirement. Nor will 
the mere Epicurean vifitor be difappointecl of 
his gratification, — for the market is plente- 
oufly fupplied with the good things of life. 
The fifli, poultry, butcher’s-meat, and ve- 
getables are not only abundant, but, alfo, the 
beft of their kind. 

The town is, commonly, well filled with 
company, during the fummer ; but, this year, 
from the attraction of a camp, and the crowd 
of military afiembled to proceed with the 
expedition, it is overflowing, and, confe- 
quently, all is life and motion. Still thofe 
who feek retirement can readily find it, 
whether in the lefs public parts of* the town, 
in the hedge-row path, the lonely fea-fide 
walk, or, in penfive ramble, amidft the deep 
{hades of the foreft ; — or, they may efcape 
from the bufy crowd, and noify throng, by 
retiring to the flill furface, and the tranquil 
fcenes of the river. 

The town itfelf bears all the appearance 
of neatnefs and comfort, and the many hand- 
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fome villas near U not only improve the fur- 
rounding fcenery, but, likewxfe, impofe a ge- 
neral air of wealth and opulence. 

As you know my habit of vifiting what 
are called the lions of a place, as foon as pofilble 
after my arrival, ypu will conclude that I 
have not negleded the encampment near 
Southampton j and, in this, you will judge 
correctly, for, verily, I have not been un- 
mindful of it. I have made it a vifit of very 
attentive inCpeQIon, and much do I wifli it 
were pcfllble for words to convey, to you, all 
the hoft of feelings that rulhed into my mind 
upon the occafion. A whole volume of 
mixed fenfadons crowded my bofom, and I 
fcarcely knew which was predominant. View- 
ing the foldiers in full contemplation of the 
ftri£t order, the manly deportment, and the 
elevated enthufiafm of the charafter, m^ 
mind traverfed, in hafty review, all the pe- 
rils and hardlhips, — the glory and honours, 
which attach to a n>ilitary life. I felt a fenfe 
of pride and gratification on feeing fo fine 
a body of men ready to join in our expedi- 
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tion. My imagination faw all the inviting 
forms of fuccefs before them. I obferved them 
in battle, on- the oppoQte (ide of the Atlantic ; 
felt honoured in their bravery ; hailed them 
vidtorious, and, crowned with the laurels they 
had won, re-condudled them, in fafety, to 
their home, and their friends. 

Yet the bright picture was not without its 
fhades : reftlefs fancy went on to bufy herfelf 
in gloomy comparifons, in painful contrails, 
and afl3i£ting reverfes ! Viewing the bril- 
liancy, the order, and the comfort of a do- 
meftic camp, in the peaceful fields of England, 
Ihe called up ideas of a confufed and tumul- 
tuous encampmen't upon the enemy’s foil, 
threatened by the approach of a daring foe, 
routed by blood-thirfty cohorts, or ftormed 
by a horde of mercilefs brigands ! Next ap- 
peared the dire confufion of battle, the dillrefs 
of defeat, and the dread effects of panic, with 
all the horrid fceiie of bleeding wounds, 
dying groans, and mangled bodies, and, Hill 
worfe than thefe, were pictured the fatal ills 
of climate ; — yellow-fever opened her^ all- 



devouring jaws, and, in deadly. difeafe, ex** 
pofed a contraft, yet more afflidive, than all 
the perils of battle or defeat. 

Although, in my mind, the more happy 
face of thepidure maintained its iinpreffion, I 
am forry to believethat the general fenfation of 
the country is in fympathy with the oppofite. 
A degree of horror feems to have overfpread 
the nation from the late deftrudive efieds of 
the yellow-fever, or, what the multitude de- 
nominates, the Weft India plague 5 infomuch 
that a fenfe of terror attaches to the very 
name of the Weft Indies — many, even, con- 
fidering it fynonimous with the grave ; and, 
perhaps, it were not too much to fay, that all, 
who have friends in the expedition, appre- 
hend more from difeafe than the fword. 

Such difeouraging fentiments I am forry 
to find have not been concealed from the 
troops. The fearful farewel of defponding 
friends is every day, and hour, either heed- 
lefsly, or artfully founded in their ears. Peo- 
ple walking about the camp, attending at a 
review, or a parade, or merely upon feeing 



parties of foldiers in the ftreets, are heard to 
exclaim, — “ Ah, poor fellows ! you are going 
to your laft home ! What pity fuch brave men 
ihould go to that Weft India grave ! — to that 
hateful climate to be killed by the plague ! 
Poor fellows, good bye, farewcl ! we Ihall 
never fee you back again !” With fuch like 
accents are the ears of the foldiers incefiantly 
faluted ; and the hopelefs predidions are 
loudly echoed, for the worft of purpofes, by 
the defigning, whofe turbulent fpirits would 
feaft in exciting difcontentinent among the 
troops. 

But, ftrongly as I would condemn every 
attempt, and every incaution, which might 
create even the feebleft ray of terror in the 
breafts of the foldiers, yet I cannot but be fen- 
lible, that it is a fervice of imminent danger : 
and, while I look at thefe men, in high ad- 
miration of their intrepid charader, tlie re- 
colledion of the general fenfatidn, which 
prevails refpeding them, fteals upon me, 
and my bofom heaves a filent pang in tj)e 
confcioufnefs that a great majority of them 
will never return. Still I would hope that 
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every foldler is governed by the fame in- 
dividual feelings as myfelf, and that each is 
fully impreffed with the belief that it will be 
his lot to efcape. With the greatefl; truth I 
may aver that, notwithftanding all the de- 
preffing rumours of the moment,' and the 
trembling alarm of friends and relatives', I dp 
not feel the llighteft perfonal apprehenfion, 
either with refpe^t to climate, or difeafe. What 
fliall prove to be my fate, amidll: all the 
chances of fervice, it were idle to conjedlure, 
but I lhall embark with confident alTurance 
of returning to my friends, -and to Old 
England. 

It is the duty of foldiers to ferve where- 
foever their Country requires, and hence the 
attempts to infpire them with a dread of cli- 
mate are not lefs cruel, than mifchievous. 
Defigned to injtire the country, they operate 
by diftrelfing the feelings of the individual, 
whofe noble miiid knows no fear* of death 
from other caufe } but, if hci falls, falls with- 
out a murmur — glorying in having devoted 
himfclf to his country, and, calmly, refigning* 
hiniTelf to the fate of war. . 

VOL. r. c 



It does not appear th&t the expedition is 
COf immediately, upon the eve of failing as is 
generally imagined. The whole of the troops 
are not yet aifembled,- nor are all the tran& 
pprts in readinefs. Finding this the cafe, I have 
obtained leave of abfence for a week, and 
have the profped of feeing you again before 
my departure. 

. Repeating my vilit at the ^nfpedlor Ge- 
neral’s, 1 have learned, with fome furprize, 
that my name is not upon the return of the 
hofpital (taff of this armament, and 1 begin to 
fear that my being ordered to Southampton 

has been the ofispring of error. Two other 
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fhiif-phyficians are in the fame predicament, 
and it is, even, prpbable that, like many of the 
more idle vilitors, we have only made a trip 
to fee the camp, and go back again. 

It is not unlikely that we may find our 
names upon the St. Domingo ftafif, infiiead 
of the fialF of the Leeward Iflands ; in which 
cale, we may exped; to make a journey to 
Cork, tp join the expedition about to fail from 
Ireland. This would be a difappointment to 



me, beyond the mere Inconvenience of, agaun,' 
moving my perfon and my baggage^ for, in 
the Leeward Ifland.divifion, I have acquaint* 
ances, whom 1 had hoped to find my com* 
radea on fervice : while, with the St. Domingo 
fiaff, there are very few perfons to whom 1 am 
known. But I am prepared for all the uncer* 
tainties and difappointments,! may have to en- 
counter : eonfidering the duties of my appoint- 
ment as the great objeA of my attention, I 
ihall make it my ftudy to remove whatever 
difficulties may occur, by fubduing them. 

Except in what regards individual con- 
nections, there is, perhaps, no queftion of 
choice between the two divilions of the arma- 
ment ; the fetvice, fo far as it refpeds our 
department, Joeing, eflentially, the fame in one 
part of the Weft Indies as in another; and, 
if I fliould be ordered to Cork to join the St. 
Domingo expedition, I hope I have philo- 
fophy enough to foothe the difappointment, 
by regarding the journey through Wales, and 
Ireland, — two countries which 1 have been 
long deOrous to viftt, in fome degree as a 
compeniation. 
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In my prefeat purfuit I feel the neteffity 
of eftabilftiing it as a principle to view oc- 
currehcef in their heft light, and, inftead of 
repitpng tl at more cannot be obtained, to 
feek comfort from what falls in my path. 
Were we to adopt this as a leading maxim, 
in all tituations^ it is more than pollible that 
we might, often, have happy hours, where we 
know only thofe'of mifery ; for fuch a prin- 
ciple, applied with wifdom, would tend very 
much to blunt the lharp thorns of life. As 
if the evils of the world vvere.not enough fe- 
yere, we, too commonly, attach ourfelves to 
the unhappy face of events; brood over fan- 
cied forrows, and, eagerly, multiply our dit- 
appointments, wholly overlooking the more 
favorable features from which peace, har- 
mony, and comfort might derive. 

« Yet fome there are, of men I think the worft. 
Poor imps ! unhappy if they can’t be curs’d. 

For ever brooding over mis’ry’s eggs’^ 

**** * ***** 
*********** 

This gloomy tendency of our difpofition 
folrms a remarkable charafteriftic between the 
people of England and thofe of France ; 
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while an EngUlhman, in afBldllve contempla-* 
tion, dwells on misfortune, even to fuicide — a 
Frenchman, let the affairs of the moment he 
never" fo adverfe, always finds wherewithal to 
attach his better hopes ; and, furely, when 
any occurrence proves lefs happy than we had 
anticipated, it is wife policy rather to extraA 
from it all the good we can, than to give up 
ourfelves wholly to the fadnefs of dlfappoint- 
ment, becaufc it fulfils not our every wifh. 

From this facility of yielding to events, 
it has been faid that the French people 
know how to play the game of happinefs 
better than the Englifh. It may be fo. But 
flill it is poifible that the principle, to which 
I allude, may be carried to excefs. "Where it 
is the efi'ed of a patient and manly fortitude, 
and employed to fupport us againft injury, 
misfortune, and difappointment, it is both 
amiable and virtuous, and may be dignified 
with the title of philofophy. But it is fome- 
times the effedl of frivolity, or dejwavity— » 
is conneded ‘with vice a"nd diffipatlon, and 
highly unworthy. When proceeding from 
this fource, it fuperfedes all the finer feelings 
C3 



and fentlments of the mind. It deftroys the 
natural affedions, and, weakening the attach- 
ment which ought to exi/i, between man and 
man, tends to make mere egotifts of us all. 
It not only renders us infenfible to our own 
misfortunes, and the common ills of life, but 
makes us callous to the fufferings of others, 
and (huts the heart again!! thofe feelings 
of fympathy and compaiGon, which, being 
founded in humanity, are among the highell 
adornments of our nature. 

• Notwithftanding my determination to 
pafs over the ills of my prefent employment as 
lightly as pollible, I confefs myfelf to be one 
of thofe dull Britons who would hope never 
to fee the period when French levity (hall 
fuperfede John Bull’s fedate integrity. If a 
Frenchman didipates the pading moment 
with greater mirth and cheerfulnefs, dill there 
is a fomething in the more folid attachment, 
and the blunt honefty of an £ngli(hman, 
which is more important, and more interefts 
and engages our efteem. 


As aftranger, or traveller, I look not for 
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friendihip, or for confidence, and haye always 
hailed that urbanity and eafe of manner, 
which make the moment pleafai^t ; or have 
been in good humour with that fmooth and 
extended politenefs which means — — . no- 
thing at all ! But, when refiding among 
Englilhmen,— my countrymen, whom I 
regard more as the relatives of one great 
family, I have always feemed to expeiSl; a 
degree of ftability and fincerity, which it 
were idle to look for in the mero traveller's 
hour. 

The plodding purfuits, and fober attach- 
ments of the Engliih, poflefs not fufiicient 
^oi/t for the appetite of a Frenchman, 
whofe life may be faid to xronftitute one 
fyftem — rone continued feries of intrigue. 
In all his occupations he requires the high 
feafoning of variety. Whatever the fubflance 
of his purfuit, intrigue, is always the condi- 
ment. Without a fpice of intrigue the board 
were infipid, however fumptuous. A French- 
man troubles not himfelf with the afiedlions ; 
but i» a dupe to his paffions. His attach- 
ments wear avyay with the moment, and are 

C4 
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not thought of beyond • the period of being 
convenient to his purpofe. He is often dif- 
appointed, ^ but never difmayed. All regret, 
for the paft, he buries in. fome new fcheme or 
adventure. If one projeft fails, he, iiiftantly, 
flies ' to another, exclaiming, ** Ah^ Diable ! 
cela ne me conviens pas. II y faut un autre 
projet. Aliens ! tachons encore.” — If he 
fucceeds not to-day, he has always a new plan 
for to-morrow. If difeomfited in the fcheme 
of the morning, he feels certain of fuccefs in 
the nouveau projet of the evening. Some- 
thing new, fomething not of plain or ready 
attainment — fomething polfefling a real or 
a fancied intricacy is always imagined, or 
attempted. No matter how vaft, or how fri- 
volous the ob^edi — whether a revolution of 
the flate, or a game of loto. It diverts his 
attention, diflipates the moment, fliields him 
from the fadnefs of difappointment, and fhuts 
the door again!! ennui. From the condudf, 
ufually, purfued it would feem to be a lead- 
ing feature, in the charadler of a Frenchman, 
netr to attach himfelf ferloufly, or permanently 
to any thing; but to avail himfelf of all 
'paffing circumftance^, yielding to each; or 



caufing each to yield to his purpoie. In this 
way he travels the great journey of life 
with lefs of care and forrow than the more 
fedate of other nations ; fombre reflection' 
oflfering no impediment to a path^ which, at 
every ftep, bears his loved motto , — ** Vive 
la bagatelle !” 

I am aware that you will plead very 
broad exceptions to this, as a general cha- 
ra^er, and I mod readily admit them ; for, 
although the reverfe is too common, I have 
feen Frenchmen, under misfortune, whofe 
patient fubmifllioh, inflead of bearing the 
marks of levity and frivolity, has exhibited 
all the manl^ firmnefs of true dignity and 
philofophy. 

But I am wandering from my fnbjedl: — 
abruptly, therefore, Good night! 
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LETTER m. 

Ithe author refurns to London with Doilor Mojlcr^ They 
are ordered to join the St, Domingo Jiaffy at Cork. Au- 
thor pajfes a few days with his friends. Provide; new 
fupplies of baggage. .Medical oflcers* uniform. 

Londoiii Oft. 

I HAD hoped that you would have received 
my lad letter, before you left town, and, in 
the flattering expcdation of feeing you again, 
before my departure from England, I haftened 
to your home, immediately, upon my ai-ival 
iff London; when I was extremely difap- 
pointed to And that you were gone, and that 
I cannot have the gratiflcation of, perfonally, 
telling you, that my jourqey to Southampton 
proves to have been only a vifit to the camp. 

finding that we were not appointed to 
the Leeward Ifland divifion, Dodor Mafter 
and myfelf returned, to Town, and, as we fuf- 
peded, found our names upon the lid of the 
St. Domingo daff. We" are now direded to 
proceed in the Ulyfles, armed tranfport, to 
9 
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Cork, to join the expedition ui^der majof<« 
general Whyte. But as this ihip is notif^ in 
the Thames, and is to touch at Spithead ca 
her way, it will ‘give tis a few days to pror 
pare our baggage, and inftead of going roUnd 
with her by fea, we can put our things on 
board, and meet the vefiel at Portfmouth. 
I lhall thus gain a few pleafant hours, among 
my friends, which I had not anticipated ; an^ 
(hall have time to provide myfelf with fuch 
neceifaries as I may r^uire, both for the 
voyage, and the climate. Moft of the few 
things which I had been able to hurry to- 
gether, during the Ihort moment allowed, 
previous to my journey to Southampton, are 
already rendered ufelefs to me, in confequence 
of a fubfequent arrangement, requiring the 
officers of the hofpital ftafif to appear in a 
certain preferibed uniform. How will you 
fmile to fancy your friend, who hath fo long 
clothed himfelf in fable, like a Very lobfter, 
changed, all at once, to a gay fcarlet, and 
fringed and embroidered with gold. Come 
and fee him, and be affiured that, whether he 
be gay or fad, his coat bright or black, he is 
always, faithfully, - - - - yours. 
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LETTER IV. 

* 

I 

Author returns to Southampton, Dejlinntion of the Ul^cs 
reported to be changed. Expedition Jltll delayed. Author 
vtftis the theatre^ and public rooms at Southampton, The^ 
utrical Corps, 


, Southampton, Ofti 19. 

Southampton again? Yes, be not lur- 
prjfed ! you perceive that I am in a way to 
be, early, initiated into all the iudden and un- 
certain movements of a military life. 

We came to this place eu route to Portf- 
xnoutb and Spithead, where we were to join 
the Ulyffes, on her way from the.,river Thames 
to Cove harbour ; and we have now the fm- 
gular comfort of being told that the deftina- 
tion of this (hip is changed, and that flie is 
not to go round to Cork, but to proceed, 
», forthwith, to the Weft Indies, in coinpany 
with the Leeward Ifland divifion. 

Should this information prove to be cor- 
reft, or Ihould not the fhip very fooh reach 
Spithead, Matter and myfelf may be ordered 
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to Cork in feme other veflel, before flie 
arrives, and, in this cafe, we (hall have the 
mortificatioiv of being compelled to proceed 
to St. Domingo without our baggage, which 
was put on board in the Thames ; but our 
in(lru£lions Hill dired us to fhe UlylTes, and 
unlefs thefe diould be, officially, counter- 
manded, we fhall wait the arrival of that 
{hip, conliderin^ the information wbich has 
been conveyed to us, only as idle rumour. 

Every thing here is preffing forward with 
all poffible difpatch, but to get fuch an im- 
menfe expedition to fea, is a work of, infi- 
nitely, greater magnitude than thofe who do 
not think to the details of it can be aware of. 
Probably it may be, yet, feme weeks before 
the fleet can fail, notwithflanding all the ac- 
tivity and exertions ufed to haflen it. 

Should we be long detained, on (hore, I 
{hall be mortified that we could not remain 
at Southampton, which, in addition to the 
many advantages of its fituation, is now in 
high feafon, and as pleafant as Fortfmouth is 
reputed to be difagreeable. 
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You will admit that I avail myfelf of the 
|)refent moment^ and neglect not the pailing 
occafion; when I tell yoii that, fince my re- 
turn hither on the i6th inftant, I have made 
vifits to the environs of the town— rode 
through the foreft, and to the camp — paiTed 
two evenings at the theatre, and one at the 
public rooms. 

1 am forry to remark, contrary to the 
good order of Southampton, that, each of the 
two nights, when I happened to vifit the 
theatre, the tranquillity of the audience was- 
difturbed, the performance interrupted, and 
the whole houfe brought into a feene of riotous 
confufion. The.firft time, it arofe from fome 
idle etiquette, which I could not exadly com- 
prehend, refpefting one of the a^lrefles com- 
ing forward to announce her own benefit ; 
and did not fubfide until, with great reluc- 
tance, and after much delay, (he, fubmiflivcly, 
made her appearance. The fecond time, it 
proceeded from a number of officers and 
other fpedators crowding upon the ftage fo 
as to interrupt the performers j and^ only 
ceafed, after much delay and confufion, by 
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ail of them being adually hifl^d and pelted 
off the ftage. 

As it happens at moft country places, 
the theatrical corps confifts^of a few tolerably 
good a^ors, and many very bad ones : but, 
upon the whole, the town feems iktisfied with 
their performance, and at this moment of full 
crowd, offers them great encouragement. 

To-morrow I leave Southampton, and, in 
a few days, fliall have the pleafure of addref- 
fing you from the Wapping of England. 
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LETTER V: 

f 

Author and hi: comrades detained in Jufpenfe at Portfmouth. 

. ObjeBs commonly noticed by grangers in and about that 
place, Portfmouth different in time of war and of peace. 
Hint that in * peace it might be a^ oeconomical retirement 
for prodigals. Anecdote Jhenssing ils extravagance hi time 
of war. Profligacy ohfervod upon the flreets of Portfl 
muth, Dfcription of the drefs and perfon of a Portf^ 
mouth Poll,** Progrefs of a long abfent tar^ upon landing 
at Portfmouth, Vtfti to the dock yard. Honourable re* 
treat of Admiral Cornwallis, The Haflar hofpitaU In* 
tended military hofpital at Gofport, Obliging attention of 
Dr, Lind, Author addrejfed by a bounty-man at the 
Haflar, The ramparts, Obfervations on the fad necejfity 
of man fortifying bhnfelf againfl the ravages of bis own 
fpecies. 


PortfAouth, Oa. 23.-^^ 

No tidirfgs of the Ulyfles ! Four long days 
have palTcd away, (ince nExy arrival at this 
place, and I am Hill left in anxious un- 
certmnty relpeding my baggage, and my 
paiSage. 

My colleagues, Dodors Matter and Hen- 
derfon, have, again, joined me, and, l^ke my> 
feU^ have patted four heavy days of fufpenfe, 
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■whit only the profpedt of- extending it to 
fourteen more. Being fadly tired of a Portf- 
mouth inOj and feeing no profpe£h of foon 
embarkingj we have taken private lodgings 
in the hope of paffing, more quietly, our te- 
dious hours of Waiting. 

Portfmouth verifies, to oUr experience, 
dll that we had heard of its Unpleafantnefs, and 
vulgar immorality. The great objedls, which 
call forth the attention of ftrangers, are the 
dock-yard, the Haflar hofpital, and the fine 
walk upon the ramparts. All thefe we have 
vifited, likewife South-Down cattle, and the 
Forton and Porchefter prilons : nor have we 
neglected that new modern mtflenger the 
telegraph, hf which intelligence can be con- 
vejed, from this place to the Admiralty, at 
Charing- crofs, in the fliort period of ten mi- 
nutes. 

Having thus exhaufted all the novelty of 
the town and its environs, it only remains 
to us to lapfe into the dull round of the 
place. . It is faid that in days of peace,, long 
grafs grows upon the ftreets. In time of^ 

VOL. I. D 
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war they are more trodden j butj even then, 
the biify adivity of the place occurs only at 
intervals, as when a fleet comes in, or is about 
to fail : at which periods the town becomes 
all crowd and hurry, for a few days, and then 
fuddenly reverts to a languid intermillion of 
dullnefs and inadivity. 

The rent of houfes and apartments — the 
price of proviflons, &c. differ very much in 
' times of peace and of war. Indeed, we are 
told that the houfes, and lodgings, have their 
war price, and their peace price, diftinftly 
fixed. Viewing its prefent extravagance, if 
Portfmouth fhould be, proportionally, cheap 
in time of peace, as “it is dear in war, 
it might ferve as a place of retirement for 
our prodigals, and render unneceffary their 
tours of retrenchment to the ’mountains of 
"Wales, or of Switzerland : — and, perhaps, 
there are few places that might fooner bring 
them to fober reflexion j for it is lifelefs and 
infipid as the moll forlorn might defire, and 
would feem well calculated to temper the 
mind into the gloomy fedatenefs of pen!- 
; tence. 
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The following anecdote, fald to be of fe- 
cent occuirence, will exemplify, to you, what 
may be termed the war-extraVagance ofPortf* 
mouth. A gentleman, who had been ill, 
called on his way to Southampton, to dine 
at one of the inns, and having but a weak 
appetite, ordered only a veal-cutlet, with a 
pint of wine, for which' he was charged 
eighteen flvillings. Conceiving, there muft 
be forae error, he defired to ipeak with the 
landlord, who, inllead of conducing himfelf 
with the civility of a perfon obliged by the 
preference given to his houfe, doubled the 
offence by his infolence. Upon the gentle- 
man telling him that he apprehended fome 
millake had occurred, refpe£ting the demand 
made for his dinner, he looked at the bill, and, 
immediately, replied, “ Yes, Sir ! there i$ a 
miftake, I perceive.” Accordingly he took the 
account back with him, into the bar, as the 
gentleman fuppofed, to make the neceifiry 
deductions — but, to his furprife, the waiter 
quickly returned with it, increafed from eigb^ 
teen to nineteen Ihillings. 

The gentleman feeling enraged at .the 
n 2 
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Imnofition itfelf, and, more erpecially, at the 
intolent manner of aggravating it, defired the 
landlord might again be called, when he in- 
formed him that if he, ftill, infilled upon his 
enormous charge, he would publifli it in all 
the newfpapers, and fet . a mark upon his 
houfe, which (hould make it notorious 
throughout London and the country : upon 
which the impertinent hoft, ftill perfifting 
in his demand, drily replied, “ And when 
you have made it fo well known, will you be 
fo good, fir, as to add, N, B. ‘The houfe to 
/<?//”— There was no contending with fuch 
infolence. The man had made his fortune— 
and it was in vain to attempt to teach him 
civility, good manners, or common honefty. 
The gentleman, therefore, paid the bill, and 
left the houfe, lamenting that his only re- 
medy was — to avoid it in future. 

In rcfpefb to ftrcets, houfes, markets, and 
traffic, Portfmouth is not uniilcc other country 
towns, but Portfmouth- point, Portfca-com- 
mcn, and fome other parts of the town have 
peculiarities which feem to fandlion' the ce- 
lebrity the place has acquired. In fome quar- 

I 



ters, Portfmouth is not only filthy and 
crowded, but crowded with a clafs of low 
and abandoned beings, who feem to have de- 
clared open war againft every habit of com- 
mon decency and decorum. You know the 
ftrong defire I have to contemplate human 
nature, under all her varied forms, but thpfe 
llie, here, aflumes, I am forry to tell you, are, 
uncommonly, hideous and difgufting. The 
riotous, drunken, and immoral feenes of this 
place, perhaps, exceed all others. Commonly 
grofs obfccnity and intoxication preferve 
enough of diffidence to feek the concealment 
of night, and, affuming a kind of decency, 
ftrive to hide themfelves from the jmblic eye : 
hut, here, hordes of profligate females are 
feen reeling in drunkennels, or plying upon 
the ftreets in open day, with a broad im- 
modefty which puts the great orb of noon to 
the bluffi. Thei'e daughters of Cypria are 
not only of manners peculiar, but likewife of 
fuch peculiar figure and apparel, that it were, 
perhaps, difficult, in any other part of Eng- 
land, to find a correct refemblance of — 
^•'•fweet JPoll of Portfmouth.” 
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To form to yourfclf an idea of tbefe ten- 
der languifhing nymphs— thefe lovely fighing 
ornaments of the fair-fex, imagine a fome- 
tbing of more than Amazonian ftarure, hav-. 
ing a crimfon countenance, emblazoned m lih 
all the effrontery of Cyprian confidence, and 
broad Bacchanalian folly; give to her bold 
countenance the warlike features of two 
wounded cheeks, a tumid nofe, fcarred and 
battered brows, and a pair of blackened eyes, 
with balls of red; then add to her fides a 
pair of brawny arms, fit to encounter a Co- 
lofius, and fet her upon two ancles like the 
fixed fupporters of a gate. Afterwards, by 
way of apparel, put upon her a loofe flying 
cap, a man^s black hat, a torn^ neckerchief, 
ftone rings on her fingers, and a dirty white, 
or tawdry flowered gown, with fhort apron, 
and a pink petticoat ; and thus, will you have 
fomething very like the figure of a “ PortJ'- 
mqutb PqllP 

Callous to every fenfe of fhame, tbefe da- 
ring ohjeefs reel about the ftreets, lie in wait 
at the corners, or, like the devouring kite, 
hover over every landing-place, eager to 
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pounce upon their prey j and each unhappy 
tar, who has the misfortune to fall under their 
talons, has no hope of efcape till plucked of 
every feather. The inftaat he fets foot on 
dry land he is embraced by the neck, hugged 
round the waift, or hooked in the arm by 
one or more of thefe tender Dulcineas ; and, 
thus, poor Jack with pockets full of prize* 
money, or rich with the wages of a long 
and dangerous cruize, is, inltantly, dragged 
(though,it mud beconfeired,not always againft 
his confent) to a bagnio, or feme tilthy 
pot-houfe, where he is kept drinking, fmok* 
ing, finging, dancing, fwearing, and rioting, 
amidft one continued feene of debauchery, all 
day and all night, and all night and all day, 
until his every farthing is gone. He is, then, 
left to deep till he is fober, and awakes to 
return, penny lefs, to his Ihip — with much 
caufe to think hinifelf fortunate, if an empty 
purfe be tlie worfi?" confequence of his, long 
wilhed for, ramble afliore. 

My vifit to the dock-yard was of a nature 
highly .gratifying. I contemplated this vail 
dep6t of llores — this great workihop of our 
D 4 
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navy, as the emblem of our nation’s glory. 
No part of it efcaped my eye. I regarded 
e.irh foot with all the cnthufiaftic veneration 
of a Briton, proud of his country’s greatnefs, 
and of the fplendid and heroic atchievements 
of its defenders, 

The Tigre, fhip of war, lately taken from 
the Fre'fich, by Lord Bridport, being in dock, 
we had the opportunity of going on board, 
to witncfs tlie injuries the had fuftained from 
the thunderbolts of Britain. Her fliattered 
condition befpake, in ftrong expreffion, the 
terrible effedts of a clofe- fought aftion at fea. 
Yet were we told that all the had fuffered 
was trivial, compared to what is fecn,in many 
veflels, after a battle. If fo, it is'cqually matr. 
ter of furprife that fuch veflels fliould be kept 
afloat, as that any (hou.ld ever have been con- 
ftrudted capable of withftanding the deftruc-t 
tive batteries now brought againft them. 

■While examining the many wounds of 
the Tigre, my mind called up, in vivid aflocia- 
tiou, the late noble retreat made by our gallant 
admiral Cornwallis, which I have always 
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tfeought did him high and dngular credit. 
Conducted as it was, it had all the merit of 
a great vi 61 ;ory, and I well remember that, at 
the firft moment of perufing the difpatchea 
concerning it, I was impicfled with a high 
fenfe of that officer’s judgment, and his valour, 
and felt that I muft ever retain the higheft 
rerpeil for his profeflional talents. To have 
defended an inferior fleet, againft fuch unequal 
force, and to have brought every fhip fafe 
into port, argues a degree of intrepid deli- 
beratioti, of addrefs, and of fteady valour, 
•which can only be found in a great com* 
inandcr. To have brought in the faft failing 
vcflels of the fquadron had been meritorious ; 
but to have dropped afleru, with thele, and 
caufed them *to bear the blows, in protedbion 
of the Dower veflcls, whilft they made the 
befl- of the wind, and, thUvS, to have iaved the 
whole, was doubly honourable. It was great 
and bold, and worthy the brother of our 
brave and loogefteemed Marquis, whole high 
and wdi appreciated talents arc fo univerfally 
acknovvlcviged, and fo increaled in fpleodor, 
by the.hurnanity and benevolence of his na* 
tnre. That; fuch diilinguifhed comman* 
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ders, in the difierent branches of our fervicc, 
ihould be found in the fame family, is no 
lefs honourable to themfelves than gratifying 
to their country. Of fuch men England has 
juft caufe to be proud. Contemplating their 
characters, 1 feel as a Briton, and partaking 
of my country’s pride, could exclaim, Such 
afe Albion’s heroes~-fuch her own legitimate 
Tons ! 

My vifit to Haflar hofpital was in keeping 
with that to the dock- yard. Connected with 
our country’s greatnefs, it called up a fimilar 
train of ideas, and I lelt it an honor to Eng- 
land that fo noble an inftitution Ihould offer, 
to our brave tars, the comforts required in 
ficknefs. Too much cannot be done for our 
navy, nor can the provifion for our fick and 
wounded defenders be too liberal ; they merit 
all their country can beftow. It has long 
been faid, and, affuredly^ with great correCi- 
nefs, that Britifh failors are not only a bold, 
but a peculiar race of beings : the • faCl; is' 
ftriking, and although it were, extremely dif- 
ficult to defcribe their lingular character, yet 
may it be given in one fhort fentence, for-*; 



they are a race^of heroes! Each in his Ca* 
pacity, -and as far as the power of an indU 
vidual extends, is a decided hero. Of fear he 
only knows the name. Nothing fo delights 
him as to be led into clofe combat ; and, ra- 
ther than be vanquifhed, he would fubmit to 
die at his gun. That fuch men fhould be 
liberally accommodated in their fuflTcrings, 
mud be congenial to the warmed wifhes of 
every Briton j and to know that they are fo, 
is confolatory to the feelings of all who are 
fcnfible of their value. It is due to their 
courage and bravery, and is demanded from 
their country’s gratitude. 

The Haflar is, admirably, calculated, as 
an afylum, /or this important purpofe. The 
edablilhment is fplendid and liberal, and well 
worthy its obje£t; and, in, fo amply, providing 
for her brave and fuffering defenders, Eng- 
land confults her bed intereds, while die 
proves I'.erfelf to be mindful of the high du- 
ties of humanity. 

The hofpital, like many others of this 
iflan'd, from the grandeur of the edifice, niiight 
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be miftaken for a palace. It is built in an 
open, airy, fituation near the fea, at a fliort 
diftance from Gofport. .The fick are brought 
in boats, from the fhips at Spithead, and, con- 
veniently, received on (hore at a landing place 
at thchofpital. This great building, fitted for 
the accommodation of two thoufand patients, 
together with houfes for officers and the medi- 
cal attendants, a chapel, a laboratory, a variety 
of offices, and thirty-eight acres of good paC- 
ture land, belonging to the inftitution, is cn- 
clofcd within a high brick wall, with iron- 
gates, and a porter’s lodge at the entrance, 
which no ftranger is permitted to pafs, 
without the leave of one of the refident 
lieutenants; or the porter firft announcing 
his name to fome officer of the eftabliflt- 
ment. 

Much to the credit of the country this 
noble afylum, likewife, offers apartments for 
fick and wounded officers, where thofe who 
from convenience, or neceffity, wifh to avail 
themfelves of the benefit of the inftitution, 
may find every aid anti comfort their fitua- 
tioQ demands. 
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Nothing neceflary to the eftablifhment 
has been omitted. It is a dillindl building, fe- 
parated from all others, and, from pofleffing 
every eflential within itfelf, is as complete as 
it is liberal, and doe§ honor to the reign of 
George II. who has the merit of being its 
founder. 

The eftablifhment confifts of a governor, 
(ufually an old navy captain) three lieute- 
nants, three phyficians, three furgeons, two 
vifiting apothecaries, a chaplain, an agent, a 
fleward, and a difpenfer, with affiftants and 
fervants in proportion to the number of 
lick. The hofpital accomodates one thoufand 
eight hundred patients, conveniently, but it 
fometimes happens that it receives as many 
as two thoufand. This important eflablifli- 
ment was founded in the year 1 746, but was 
ten years before it was completed, the patients 
not being admitted until the year 1756. The 
expenditure, -as may be expe£led, from the 
nature of the inftitution, differs very widely 
in different years, varying from io,oool. to 
upwards of 30,000!. per annum. 
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A plan has lately been formed for eftablidi» 
ing a military hofpital, likewife, in this neigh- 
bourhood, for the accommodation of our (ick 
and wounded foldiers. You will join me, 1 
have no doubt, in widiing that it may be at- 
tended with every poffible fuccefs, and that 
it may prove equally ufeful to our army, as 
the Haflar to. the navy. The building is al- 
ready commenced, at Gofport, and it is ex- 
pe^ed to be in’ readinefs for the reception of 
patients next year, or, at the lateH:, the year 
following. 

At the Haflar, a high degree of order and 
arrangement prevails, and all the regulations 
of the eftablilhment are duly obferved. The 
hofpital is clean, well ventilated, and well 
conduced ; and the benefit, intended, is re- 
gularly and corredtly adminiftered. 

* 

But great and liberal as is the relief 
iield out, to the fick, by this* fplendid infti- 
tution, we are not to contemplate it in the 
limited view of a mere afylum for thofe 
who are, immediately, fuflering. Its objed is 



far more extenfive. It may be faid to be the 
depot — the great and general receptacle of 
maritime ficknefs, and the bell guardian of 
our navy ; for it not only offers a home to 
the tick, but holds out the means of keeping 
difeafe and infection from our fleets. Every 
Ihip lying in harbour, or upon going out to 
fea, has the privilege of fending any of the 
failors who may chance to, be ill, to the Haf> 
lar; a regulation founded in wifdom, and 
fraught with great and manifold advantages ; 
for, not only are the fick more fpeedily reco« 
vered, but, by this excellent arrangement, 
every Ihip is made free from difeafe, and con- 
,tagion is prevented ; or, if it Ihould already 
exift, is kept from fpreading through the 
veflel, or extending its direful effects to the 
fleet. Hence, from the extenfive accommo- 
dation of this admirable inllitution, and from 
the ftridl rules of cleanlinefs and ventilation, 
which are now obferved on board the Ihips, 
all apprehenfion is removed of great and 
general ficknefs in our navy. 

Dr. Lind, the,.fenior phyfician at the Haf- 
lar, pplitely offered his fervices, as guide and 
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condudor to us, in our round at the hofpital, 
. and we were much gratified in this oppor- 
tunity of becoming known to him. But fetv 
men could be found fo well calculated for the 
fituation and appointment he holds. The 
dodor is not only a man of profeflional ta- 
lents, but of great accuracy and fyflematic 
arrangement. He, very obligingly, commu- 
nicated to us much information refpeding 
the interior oeconomy of hofpivals ; and, from 
his remarks, we colleded many ufeful hints, 
of which we hope to avail ourfelves on fer- 
vice. From a perfon of fuch extenfive ex- 
perience, you may believe, that every word 
was treafured, and we fiiall be happy in the 
opportunity of applying his obfervations to 
the benefit of the lick in our military hof- 
pitals. 

In our walk through the Haflar, a man, 
apparently a convalefcent, came up to me, 
in one of the fever w’ards, and, accofting me 
in a firm tone of voice, without any preface, 
defired me to “ take care of my pockets.” 
I Iieard him, without much furprife, fuppofing 
him to be a convalefcent in the delirium of 
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Fever ; when he quickly rejoined, ‘‘ take care 

of your pockets — for I’m a d -ble thief.” 

This coniirmed me in the idea fuggefted by 
his firft addrefs : but I was foon undeceived 
by the information that he was “ a bounty- 
man^'* fent by one of the parilhes, as a part 
of the levy required to complete the manning 
of the navy ; the parilh officers having, thus, 
availed themfelves of the opportunity of re- 
lieving the parifli from an unfortunate objeft, 
who had long been a burthen to them, from 
being in a ftate of infanity. But too many, it 
is to be feared, have fought to fulfil the a£t 
by ferving their country with fuch-like contri- 
butions. 

I mentioned the ramparts as another ob- 
je<9: of our attention. Thefe form an agree- 
able relief to the general heavinefs of the 
town, by afibrding a lively and extenfive 
view of the environs, including the fea, the 
Ifle of Wight, and the Southampton river, 
with the fleets at Spithead and St. Helen’s. 

The works of a fortified town, being 
confiderably elevated, ufually form a pleafant 
VOL. I. £ 
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promenade, and ofFer a commanding view of 
the country adjoining. Could the mind di- 
•veft itfelf of all idea of the unhappy caufe 
•which renders fuch barriers neceflary, they 
might he regarded as the ornamental im- 
provement of the place : but, too commonly, 
gloomy reflexions conueX with them, from 
the contemplation of the cruel ferocity of 
our nature, which requires that fuch defence 
llrould be oppofed to thofe of our own fpe- 
cies, and prevents mankind from affbeiating 
in the peaceful harmony of one great family. 
That men fiiould need to be thus proteXed 
againft each other, is a melancholy refleXion, 
and alraoft amounts to a contradiXion of all 
the boafted advantages of our reafoning fa- 
culty. The wild beads of the rarefL w'ar, only, 
from the calls cf appetite, and even under 
the powerful impull'e of hunger, devour not 
thofe of their own fpecies — but man ! favage 
man ! who beads the exclufive faculty of 
reafon, employs his talents to the dellruXion 
of his fellow beings, and without even the 
plea of the bead of prey — that nature im- 
pels him to it by the appetite flie has given 
him. 



The fortifications of Portfinouth have 
heen, lately, extended to the part called Portiea, 
by which they have afiTumed a mote formidable 
afpedl: ; and although they are, even yet, more 
calculated to guard againft a furprife, than to 
withftand the regular attack of a befieging 
army ; (till, from its folTes, its baftion^ and 
its angles, this place wears more the appear* 
ance of a, regularly, fortified town, than any 
other of our ifland. But, happily, for Eng- 
land, fhe has been fortified by a greater matter 
than Vauban, Colbert, or any other engineer 
of modern or ancient celebrity. The trident of 
old Neptune has dug a deep fofle around her, 
which Britons, of the prefent day, know how 
to guard, as their beft defence, againft all the 
fanguinary hordes of our fpecies. 
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LETTER VI. 

Author receives wjlruflions to proceed to Cork in the Bridge*^ 
water tranjport. Is offered an exchange from the St» 
Domingo to the Lee%vard IJland Jiaff, Embarkation of 
troops* Tempejiuous feenery at Porif mouth* Author viftts the 
Circus. Adventure of a Britiff tar at this theatre* Author 
lodges at the IVidow Butler^ s. Is led into religious contro» 
verfy with his hojlefs* Obtains her bleffmg^ by preferibing 
a ftmple food for her children. 


Portfmoutli, Oftober, 28.//^/ 
Still at Portfmoutli, and the Ulyfles not 
yet come round from the Thames ! Hender- 
J'on and myfelf have received orders not to 
wait longer, but to repair, immediately, on 
board the Bridgewater tranfport, and pro- 
ceed to Cork. Of this veflel we do not hear 
the moft happy report. She is very old, and 
we cannot fancy her fo fafe as the Ulyfles. 
\Ve,likewife, hear that ftie is, already, much 
crowded with paffengers, and that we have 
no prolpedt of obtaining, even, a tolerable 
birth on board* But as 1 before remarked to 
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you, I am prepared for all I may have to en- 
counter, and refolved to meet whatever hap- 
pens^/w me plaindre. 

Matter has not received inftruflions to 
accompany us, and we lament the profpeft 
of being fo foon deprived of his fociety. But 
we have fome hope, that he may, again, join 
us at Cork. Poflibly he may follow us in the 
tJlyfles, and have the fatisfadtion of not being 
feparated from his baggage. 

You will learn wdth furprize that, what I, 
fome time ago, fought, in vain, is now offered 
to my acceptance. One of the phyficians of 
the Leeward Ifland ftaff, wifliing to go to St. 
Domingo, it* has been propofed to me to 
make an exchange, giving him my appoint- 
ment, and taking his. But my arrangements 
are now fixed. I have a better knowledge 
of things connefling with the fervice on 
which we are dettined, and my baggage is, 
already, on board a veffel bound for St. Do- 
mingo : — if, therefore, my dettination be 
altered, I can only know it officially, for 
E3 
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circumftances no longer prompt me to a vo-. 
luntary exchange. . , 

Some troops were embarked yefterday, 
from this place. The weather was rough and 
unfavorable. Such indeed has it, conftanrly, 
been, fince our arrival at Portfmouth, — always 
ftormy, and, at times, tempeftuous. From 
this ftate of the weather we have had the 
opportunity of feeing this great maritime 
port to much advantage j a degree of gran- 
deur being added to the fcenery, which, in a 
more tranquil feafon, had not exifted. The 
general movement and activity have been, 
neceflarily, increafed. We have heard the 
deep roaring of the billows, and have liftened 
to the howling of the wind, aftd the beating 
of the ftorm among the fliipping ; the troubled 
waves have daftied, in heavy feas, upon the 
land, or broke, with violence, againft the 
rampart-walls j boats and flilps have been fet 
adrift, others have been driven from their 
anchors and caft on (hore j and that degree 
of the terrific, neceflary to the fubJime, has 
prevailed. But fublime and grand as it may 
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have appeared, you wiil believe that, as we” 
are fo foon to be placed at the merey of the 
reftlefs and turbulent waters, the ideas ex- 
cited, by this feenery, have not been of the 
moft happy nature. 

A fort of relief to the dull round of PortC- 
mouth has, lately, prefented itfelf,in a company 
of equeftrians, who have opened a circus, or 
theatre for horfemanfliip, in the hope of amuf- 
ing the public, at more of profit than the bare 
fupport of the riders and their horfes. But, 
in this expectation, it feems probable, they 
may be difappointed, efpecially, if their vifit 
fliould be at all protraefted. 

To have difregarded this only amufement 
of the place had been a great negle£t : but a 
fingle vifit has exhaufted all our curiofity. Of 
the fpedators, no fmall proportion confifted 
of failors, (drunk or fober,) and the lovely 
Cyprians I have before deferibed to you. The 
low buffoonery of the clown, you may be- 
lieve, was fuited to his audience, and, cer- 
tainly, it was coarfe and vulgar as, even, 
Portfmouth might defire. 

14 



Perhaps I might lay that the heft part of 
-the entertainment proceeded from a jolly tar, 
in a fit of mirth, letting himfelf down from, the 
gafiery, to fnatch offjhe fool’s cap, — which 
he put upon his own head, and, ufurping the 
place and character of the clown, defired him 
to “ budget' for he was “ too great a fool to 
keep the deck'' This introduced a very ludi- 
crous fcene between Jack and the clown. The 
clown met the adventure as mere failor’s fun, 
bore it patiently, and-, in his own way, en- 
deavoured ''to turn it to the amufement of the 
audience : while Jack made many hits of 
humor and drollery, and feemed not, alto- 
gether, unworthy of the cap. For feme time 
they maintained a very ridiculous and fportive 
conteft, who. fliould wear it, Jrfck repelling 
the rough wit and farcafm of the clown with 
confiderable effeft. But, at length, the latter 
obferving that “ two fools" were '• too much 
fdr fo genteel an audience f abruptly feized the 
tap from the head of the merry tar, and poor- 
jack,, thus deprived of necromantic influence, 
reeled off the ftage, a mere drunken failor, 
fiammering, by way of- apology, D.J., 
dammecy ladies and g.„gentlenien^ I'm o...b.».b... 
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From the time of our leaving the Foun- 
tain inn 1 have lodged at the hoiife of a wi- 
dow, who proves to be a very ftria diiciple of 
the zealous and bigotted Whitfield. This poor 
woman has feveral'children, who are brought 
up in all the fcrupulous tenets of their fed ; 
and, it being a part of the fyftem to feek pro- 
felytes, I am, fometimes, in my occafional 
conferences, betrayed into theological tlifcuf- 
fions with my . puritanical hoftcfs. ’ Moft 
commonly they turn upon the hallowed doc- 
trine of predeftination ; when the fcriptures 
are turned, and twilled, and tortured, and 
conftrued, and mifconftrued, in a variety of 
ways, and in all the trite language, and ready 
quotation of the fed, to exemplify the certi- 
tude of this great and univerfal principle ; 
which, to minds lefs bialTed, would only feein 
to plead an excufe for all the bad palfions of 
man, while it impeached the jullice of a be- 
nevolent, all-wife, and all-merciful ruler. 

But, as I, always, hold religion facred, and 



venerate true devotion, under all the various 
forms affumed by every clafs of its votaries, 
however milled, with regard to particular 
tenets, I, fo far, fubfcribe to the merit of the 
widow’s arguments as to quit the topic in 
perfe£t harmony ; although lefs imprefled 
with the great truths, ftic fo fervently urges, 
than her zeal for the good caufe would lead 
her to wifli. 

I feel, however, the fatisfa«flion of having 
obtained this poor woman’s efteein and grati- 
tude ; although, by a circumftance lefs fpiritual 
than religious obfervance ; — a concern, indeed, 
wholly temporal, for it regards, fimply, the 
body’s fupport ! Finding that fhe was often 
at a lofs to contrive a convenient and occo- 
nomical dinner for her little brood, I hinted 
to her the great utility of rice. In reply to 
which (lie remarked, that Ihe did often make 
them rice-puddings y but that they were very 
cxpcniive, and required much time and 
trouble in preparing. She did not feem to 
have any idea that rice, fnnply boiled, could 
be eaten, or that it could be regarded as food, 
without the admixture of eggs, fugar^ milk, 



and fpices ; and, when I aflured her that plain 
rice merely put into a bag and boiled, made 
a very wholefome and nourilhing diet, flie 
fmiled, and cxprefled ftrong doubts of the 
fadt : therefore, in order to convince her, I 
dcfired that flie would procure fome rice that 
day for the children’s dinner, and let me in- 
ftrudt her how to prepare it. She did fo, 
with a fort of reludance, believing that it 
could not be good, — not eatable ! I repeated 
my affiirances that flie would find it an im- 
portant article of diet, adding, that it was 
predejlined for her children to ufe it as a 
principal part of their food. — This was a 
clofe fpeciinen of her own logic, and a little 
ftaggered her; but flie could not “tell by 
anticipation what was predeflined. Wliatever 
was would come to pafs.” This, flie believed, 
never could. She knew not what was to be; 
but, like the moft zealous of the fcdl, referved 
hcrfclf to judge the cafe of pre-ordination by 
the event. 

At dinner-time the rice appeared, and, 
fortunately, it was well boiled. I deli red them 
to mix with it fome moift fugar and a fmall 
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piece of butter, and, giving fome of it to the 
children, begged of the mother to leave it to 
them todecide whether the predeftination I had 
foretold was not about to be fulBlled. They 
ate up, eagerly, what was given them, and 
afked for more. The poor woman, likewifc, 
partook of it herfelf, and, to her great fiir- 
prife, found it to be, not only a good and 
wholefome food, but very palatable. A fcene 
of joy and happinefs fucceeded, which I wit- 
nefled with the moft heartfelt fatisfaftion j and 
I could not but take to myfelf the merit of 
having done a good action : — although it was 
but the humble one of prefcribing a pudding 
to a poor widow, and her tender babes ! 

The dear little ones clappcS their hands, 
and, in lifping accents, told their joy j while 
the thankful parent relieved a heart, loaded 
with gratitude, by exprelfing a multitude of 
acknowledgments,- and praying Heaven, for 
ever, to blefs me. Now,” faid flie, “ I can 
never be at a lofs for. a pleafant, or a plentiful 
meal, for my poor children and, on my 
putting to her the quedion regarding my 
prediction, Ihe replied, that Ihe was not only 
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fully convinced of the truth of it, but that (he 
further believed it had been predeftined by 
the Almighty; that I fliould be fent, to lodge 
in her houfe, to inftru6: her how to provide, 
for her infants, a fit and palatable food, which, 
at all times, Ihe might be able to procure. — 
She devoutly offered thanks to Heaven, on 
this happy event, ' which, (he declared, 
brought, to herfelf and children, a degree of 
comfort, and of plenty, fhe had not dared to 
expert. 

If I at all know your heart, my friend, 
•*^^however trivial it fhall feem to fome, this 
will not be regarded, by you, as, merely, an 
idle anecdote. You will envy me the blefiing 
of the widow Butler, and the fmiles of her 
innocent babes. 
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LETTER VII. 

Auth&r goes to Spithead and St, Heleiis wUh Dr. Henderfon^ 
hi fearch of the Bridgewater tranfport, ^hey return to 
Porif mouth unfuccefful. Violent form on the 2i)th of 
OEloher, Its effeFl upon the minds of the common people. 
Fleets detained by bad weather^ and contrary winds, Sug^ 
gefion that an approaching peace may prevent the expedi- 
tion from proceeding to its def ination, C4reduUty of a hypo- 
chondriac lady^ who ajked a celebrated empiric to tell her 
the name of her malady. 


Portfmouth, OcSlobcr, 

^Tou, no doubt, expcdtcd that my next 
letter would be addrefl'ed to you from CorJ^, 
and will be furprized to find tliat* I am ftill at 
Portfmouth : — but this is among the num- 
berlefs uncertainties of my prefent calling. 

Upon receiving cur infirudlons to repair 
on board the Bridgewater, Dr. Henderfon and 
myfelf took a boat and went oft' to Spithead, 
in the intention of joining her, but, after fail- 
ing and rowing, amidft the fleets, there, and 
at St. flelen’s, throughout, nearly, the whole 

9 
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of t’he day, wc, at laft, returned without being 
able to find our Ship. 

Wc hailed a great number of vefTcIs with 
inquiries, but could not obtain any accurate 
tidings of the Bridgewater. One had no 
knowledge of her whatever ; — another knew 
her, but could not tell where Ihe lay; — a 
third had never heard her name. Some had 
feen her, but fald flie had fliifted her birth ; 
— fome thought flie had dropped down to 
St. Helen’s ; — fome believed flie lay at the 
Motherbank, — and others underftood that flie 
had failed. Ainidft all thefe contradidlory 
reports we could neither find the fliip, nor 
learn any certain intelligence refpefting her : 
hence, after ^ nioft tirefome and fatiguing 
round, and confuming nearly a whole day in 
queft of the Bridgewater, it only remained 
to us to return to Bortfmputh, and, again, v/ait 
for further orders. 

Previous to going into the boat we had 
been informed at the Tranfport-Office, that 
the veflel, we inquired for, had received in- 
ftrudions to fail without delay ; it is there- 
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fore probable, that ftie might be getting under 
weigh at . the very moment we went o£F in 
feareh of her. The following morning we 
learned that ihe had, actually, failed for 
Cork. 

After the account I gave you, in my laft 
letter, regarding this (hip, you will not ima- 
gine that our difappointment was very af- 
flicting ; — and I, candidly, confefs that my 
greatelt uneafinefs, upon the occafion, pro- 
ceeded from our fickening tour in the boat. 
The revived hope of feeing the Ulyflfes, and 
the profpeCl of regaining the fociety of our 
friend Mafter, held out to us more than a 
compenfaiiou for our toil. In the latter ex- 
pectation we were fpeedily gratified ; but the 
fatisfaCtion of greeting the Ulyfles ftill re- 
mains in anticipation. 

f 

The weather, continues to be very unfet- 
lled. It has been ftormy and tempeftuous 
beyond all that is ufual, even, at the rougheft 
feafon of the year. On the 29th inflant it 
blew a perfect hurricane, — like what we read 
of as, fometimes, happening in other countries, 
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l>ut uxilike all that we are accuftomed to wit- 
nefs in England. Had the fleet been at fea 
fomething very difaflirous would, probably, 
have befallen it ; bnt as . the weather has fo 
long been ftormy, we hope that the boifterous 
heavens will have exhaufted themfelves before 
the expedition fails. 

Between ten and eleven o'clock, on the 
morning of the 29th, a tremendous gale began 
to blow. The iky blackened. The. tumid 
clouds rolled in heavy mafles, darting forth 
quick lightning, followed by loud burfts of 
thunder. The tearing guils of wind brought 
with them violent fliowers of hail, and de- 
luging torrents of rain. The whole elements 
feemed to be moved in one convulfive efibrt. 
The vivid lightning traced its path in broad 
and fiery flaflies, and the terrific thunder 
inftantly followed, as’' if raging to over- 
take them. At one infliant it rolled in op- 
prelTed and convulfive found, feeming to 
ilruggle againft fome great impedimem that 
confined it to ^he clouds, and, at the - next, it 
burft forth, in full explofion, as though a 
match had, fuddenly,j^^ die whole ordnance 
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of heaven. Hailftones, of uncommon magni- 
tude, beat down with a force and rapidity, as 
.if contending which Ihould firfl: reach the 
eartb): and fcarccly had they fallen, before 
the fweeping violence of the wind forced 
them into heaps like deep-drifted fnow ; in 
which ftate they remained for hours after the 
ftorm ; nothwithftanding the heavy torrents 
of rain which followed them. . 

The houfcs were fhaken, to a dangerous 
degree, by the cxceffive force of the tempcft. 
The loud ocean rolled in tremendous feas, 
and broke, in ruptured mountains, on the 
Ihore. Many of the (hips were driven from 
their anchors j fome were difmafted ; others 
caft away ; and boats, fet loofe by the ftorm, 
were fwallowed up by the troubled waters, 
and afterwards vomited, by the expelling 
throes of the Tea, upon dry land. 

The hollow found of the wind, and the 
heavy beatings of the hail and rain, through 
the thick foreft of (hipping lying in the har- 
bour, together with the tremendous dafliings 
■of the: fea, and the troubled motion of the 
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veffels, upon its reftlefs furface, all combined to 
render the fcene greatly awful ; but too high 
a degree of the terrific was intermixed with 
it, for the fpedator to regard its grandeur and 
fublimity in quiet contemplation., — ^To convey 
any juft idea of it would require the jpen of 
a Milton, or a Shakefpeare. 

Great and general alarm prevailed, elpe- 
cially among the lower orders of people ; in 
whofe nrinds a fearful afibciation was excited, 
which carried them, infinitely, beyond the 
probable injuries to be expelled. They ran, 
trembling, into the remoteft corners of their 
houfes, uttering loud bewailings, and fearing 
that fome dreadful vifitation of the Almighty 
was upon them, and that He, in his wrath, 
was about to punifli their fins, by the de- 
ftrudlion of the town, and its wicked inha- 
bitants. Nothing was heard but the bowl- 
ings of the tempeft.' In all other refpeds 
a dread ftillnefs reigned. No living thing 
was feen upon the ftreets; and all around 
feemed huflied in the filent paufe of con- 
fternation. 

F 2 
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When the violence of the ftorm had a 
little abked, and the rays of light began to 
iflue through the broken clouds, the trembling 
multitude ventured forth, and, aflembling in 
groups at the door-ways, relieved their ap* 
prehenfions by relating them to each other, 
in the reliored comfort of mutual intercourfe. 
At this moment I could not but remark 
the ftriking efFed of that great and leading 
feature of our nature, — the focial principle. 
Had thefe people remained alone, hidden in 
the corners of their houfes, their fenfe ofalarm 
had, probably, continued much longer ; but 
they derived manifefl: relief from communi- 
eating with each other ; and the very a£l: 
of relating their fears infenlibly difpelled 
them. 

Having much curiofity to hear their 
remarks, and to obferve their expreflions of 
terror, 1 mixed with thefe aflbeiated groups, 
and found that their apprehenlions had been 
great and various. Some had magnified the 
ftorm into an earthquake, feat to deftroy them. 
Others had believed it to be a hurricane, which 
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would bury them in the ruins of the town. 
Many had imagined they were to be fwal- 
lowed up by the fea, which threatened the 
place in huge and loud-roaring billows. 
Some, widening their fears to the whole ex- 
tent of our ifland, confidered the awful fcene 
as an omen to the Parliament (which was to 
meet this day), to warn them againft perfift- 
ing in a ** cruel and bloody war;’* others, 
looking to the immenle deets preparing for 
our expeditions, believed the whole about to 
be fwallowed up, becaufe their employment 
was wicked; and all feemed to regard the 
temped as a fcourge, intended to punifli the 
vices, and chaftife the follies of mankind. 

Whilft etery one contemplated the event 
as of vad and mighty import, bufy imagina- 
tion had tortured their individual fears into a 
thoufand forms. One worthy dame had felt 
the earth lhake under her; another faw the 
whole dreet move ; the olfactories of a third 
had perceived fulphureous fumes ifluing from 
below, and fome had even heard the church 
dnd other buildings falling into the opened 
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chafms, and crafliing amldfl the (hattered 
bowels of the earth. Thefe fecret terrors, you 
will believe, fubfided with the ftorm; yet 
all, in fobereft reafon, vowed they had never 
known the like before. 

'The injuries done were lefs than might 
have been expeded. Some of the fliips and 
boats neceflarily fuffered ; a few houfes were 
pnroofed ; and, amidll the devaftation, the 
windmill, at Gofport, was blown to the 
ground. It was, at firft, faid that many lives 
were loft,*~but, happily, we do not find this 
report confirmed. 

The Weft-India fleet, the fleet for Gib- 
raltar, and the Channel fleet, are all detained 
by tempeftuous weather and contrary winds ; 
and there are fome among us who, from the 
pacific tendency of the King^s fpeech, and 
other circumflances, which they imagine to 
be favorable, w'ould perfiiade themfelves that 
our great expedition will never fail; or^ that, 
if it fliould get under weigh, negociations for 
peace will prevent it from reaching thp Weft- 
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Indies. I dare not hazard an opinion upon 
this fubjedl. What fay you politicians of 
London refpe£ling it ? 

But I have fomething to tell you more 
amufing than ftorms, and fleets, and troubled 
feas. You will remember our occaflonal 
converfations refpeding the numberlefs perils 
and dangers that derive, to the public, from 
the licenfe afforded, in this country, to every 
idle and impudent boaffer of empirical re- 
medies for the cure of difeafe ; and, without 
any violent furprize, you will place the fol- 
lowing fa£t among the hofl of abfurdities 
which daily meet your eye and your ear. 

A phyfician, whom I had the pleafure of 
converfing with yefterday evening, was, fome 
time ago, called to vifit a patient who .was, 
wretchedly, afflifted with hypochondriafls. 
She had long been under the care of the foi- 

difant and celebrated DoStor ^ahd had 

fwallowed of his all-healing, all-reftoring, all- 
ffrengthening, and never-failing cordial as 
much as had cofl; her two-and-twenty guineas* 
Still {he was more and more low, dyfpeptic, 

P4 
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knd hypp’d ; and her poor flatulent flomach 
was, cruelly, annoyed with the repeated po- 
tions of this infullihle fpeciflc. At length, 
after enduring the doSlor^ and his remedy, 
through a moft tedious trial, and finding no 
relief, flie grew impatient to know, decidedly, 
the nature of her malady, and, at one of her 
vifits to the doSior^ pointedly importuned 
him to tell her the real and true name of her 
difeafe : when this great man, finding that 
his patient was urgent, and that he was un- 
able, any longer, to evade the queftion, af. 
fumed a dignified and important air, and, 
with great gravity, made known to her his 

great opinion that Ihe had 

“ a great Jire in the bones /” The poor burn- 
ing lady, in all fullnefs of faitli, gave credit 
to the fiery tale, and, in the true fenfe of a 
hypochondriac believer, felt that not only her 
bones, but her whole frame was rapidly con- 
fuming.. Unhappily for the doSlor, Ihe foon 
after difcovered that taking his never-failing 
balfam was only adding fuel to her fire ; and, 
at laft, upon turning to the newfpapers Ihe 
found that, in the long lift.of maladigs to be 
cured by this omnipotent remedy, the dodtor. 
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alas ! had forgot to promlfe that It Ihould 
«xtinguHh the “ fire in the bones upon 
which {he abandoned both cordial and doSfor^ 
and applied for relief to the phyfician, who 
amufcd us with the hiftory of the cafe. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Author and his colleagues joined by Dr» Cleghorn. Dolors 
Majler, Cleghorn^ and the author ^temporaries at hditi- 
lurgh^ and felloiv^pupils of Guy's and St» Thomas's, 

« Author and his comrades^ joined by Mr, Nicholly again vijtt 
the Dock-yard^ liajlar Hofpitaly and Forion Prifon> Vi* 
ciffitudes of war exemplified in the cafe of a French pri* 
finer. 

Portfmouth, Nov. 

Out of evil, it is faid, fometimes fpringeth 
good : and I feel alTured that you will agree 
with me, in confidering the adage verified, 
when I tell you, that the repeated delays to 
which we have been fubjedled .have proved 
the means of completing our party, by con- 
verting our harmonious trio into a ftill more 
focial quartette : — a circumfiance which has 
happened from pur being joined by Dr. 
Cleghorn, who is now arrived, at this place, 
on his way to join the St. Domingo hofpital 
ilafif. He is a pleafant, well-informed man, 
and of good profeffional abilities j— is brother 
to the profeffbr of anatomy at the Univerfity 
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of Dublin, and nephew to the celebrated 
author on the difeafes of Minorca. His fo- 
ciety is a great acquifition to us, and we arc 
much gratified in having fuch an agreeable 
addition to our party. We now look, more 
anxioufly than ever, to the arrival of the 
Ulyfles, in the hope of being allowed to efta- 
bliih a pleafant mefs for the voyage. 

On the day of Dr. Cleghorn’s arrival at 
Portfmouth, it happened that he met me 
walking in the ftreet, when, without any,in- 
trodudion, he diredly accofted me by name ; 
and, on my feeming furprized, at being fo 
addrefled by a ftranger, he remarked that my 
face was very familiar to him, from having 
feen me 'often at the clafles in Edinburgh : 
upon a further eclairciflement, it proves that 
Matter, Cleghorn, and myfiSilf were cotempo* 
raries, though not acquainted, at Edinburgh ; 
and that we were all pupils at Guy’s and St. 
Thomas’s in London. We are now met again, 
under circumttances calculated to create a 
durable intimacy, and we hope to remain af* 
fociated, until the calls of fervice ihall required 
our unwilling reparation. ’ 
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I have alfo the pleafure of finding myfelf 
further relieved from the dulnefs of Portfi- 
mouth, by the fociety of my friend Mr. Ni- 
choll, who is juft arrived here, in order to 
proceed to the Weft Indies, with the expedi- 
tion, but, on a much pleafanter fervice than 
ourfelves, viz. that of taking pofleflion of 
fome cftates, lately left him as a legacy, in 
the iiland of St. Vincent ; and from which he 
has the profpe£t of obtaining an income, of 
feveral thoufands per annum. 

With our newly-arrived friends we have 

repca^ted our vifits to the Dock-yard, the Plaf^ 

far Hofpital, and the Forton Prifon. Tbe 

wounded and lhattered Tigre again atrefted 

• * 

our attention. We alfo went on board the 
Bellerophon, and an immenfe ihip now 
building, which is intended to carry upwards 
of a hundred guns. 

At the prifon we met with a ftriking 
example of the numerous and fudden viciffi- 
tudes to which perfons are liable, who are 
expofed to the hazardous chances of war, 
Obferving among the prifoners, an officer 
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vrKo had loQ: his right arm, we were led to 
aik fome queftions refpedmg him, when we 
learned that he was the very lieutenant who 
took pofTefllon of our (hip pf war the Alex> 
ander, at the time ihe fell into the hands of 
the French ; and that he had, afterwards, been 
taken in one of the Ihlps captured by Ltxd 
Bridport’s fleet, and had loft his arm in the 
adion. Thus the man, who, but a fhort rime 
ago, rejoiced in viftory, is now humbled by 
defeat, and has the fad mortification of being 
confined a prifoner, with the lofs of a moft 
important limb, and the melancholy profpeQ: 
'of being a cripple throughout the remainder 
of his life. 
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LETTER IX. 

Author and his comrades embark on . hoard the Ulyjfes at Spit' 
head. Report of the expeditton being about to fail. Con* 
fequent hurry and confufion. Scramble for provifions* 
Author and his comrades buy a giblet pie upon the Jireet^ 
hot from the oven. Embarkation fcene at Portfmouth, 
Authors account of having witmjfed a ftmilar fcene at 
Geneva, but of a nature and extent far more ajffliclingm 
ConduB of an emigrant marquis upon that occafion. Re* 
ception of the author and his comrades on board the IJlyJfeSm 
Proceedings of the firjl night on board,. 


Spitlieadj Nov. 

Greetings from theUlyffes ! Our fufpenfe 
is, at length, relieved. - The day after I laft 
wrote to you, our long looked for Ulyffes 
arrived, with a fleet from the Downs, and 
yefterday, Henderfon, Matter, Cleghorn, and 
myfelf, took our births on board, finding 
Matter’s and my baggage flowed in great 
fafety, 

, We left Portfmouth in a grand fcene of 
hurry, and confufion, in confequence of it 
being reported, on the arrival of the fleet 
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from the Downs, that every fhip, belonging 
to the expedition, was to fail, without further 
delay ; thole of the Leward ifland divifion 
for Barbadoes, and thofe of the St. Domingo 
divifion for Cork. The tranfports, with 
troops from Southampton, happening to drop 
down the river at the fame time, to rendez- 
vous at the Motherhank and Spithead, feemed 
to confirm the report ; and fuddenly, all was 
converted into extreme hurry and activity. 
Multitudes, both from the newly arrived fhips, 
and tliofe which had been long waiting, 
thronged on fhore to purchafe provifions and 
{lores, to complete their (lock for the voyage. 
Many, who had palTcd their hours of fuf- 
penfe in the town, had alfo their marketings 
to make; and hence the demand becoming, 
fuddenly, greater than the fupply, it intro- 
duced all the confufion of a general Icramble. 
Each feized upon whatever provifions he 
could find, afking no queftions, but paying 
any money that was demanded. 

Not aware of the tumultuous preffure of 
fuch a moment, and confidering- ours to be 
©nly a Ihort palTage, we had, purpofely, dc- 

4 



layed purchafing our meat, bread, and other 
frefh provitions, until we (hould be certain 
that the ihip, in which we were to make the 
voyage, was arrived. But, Ihould we proceed 
to fea, immediately, and the voyage be at all 
protracted, we fliall be reduced, by this ne- 
gled;, to fait food, and the Ihip’s allowance ; 
for, in the general fcramble, we were unable 
to obtain what we wilhed, and were com- 
pelled to repair on board with a very de- 
ficient fupply. 

All the butchers* and bakers* Ihops were 
quickly emptied. Not a loaf, nor a bit of meat, 
not even a carrot, nor a cabbage remained, and 
many went empty away. Neither porters 
nor fervants were required, but every one, 
who was luccefsful enough to put his hand 
upon any proyifions, gladly became the 
bearer of his own load. To Ihew you the 
extremity to which we were reduced, I may 
tell you that our party Hopped a man, upon 
the llreet, who was carrying home a large 
giblet pie, hot from the oven, which we 
tempted him to let us take on board,, by of> 
fering, for the pie and the dilh, more than 
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double their value— or indeed any money he 
might demand. 

To an unconcerned ipedator it muft have 
been a mod ludicrous and diverting fcene, 
and fuch as might have afforded full fcope to 
the all-animating pencil of Hogarth. We 
were too intimately aifociated in what was 
palling, to view it only with an eye of 
amufement. Still I could not but remark the 
oddity of the alTemblage, and the varied ex<* 
prellion of countenance, as actuated by hope, 
joy, difappointment, hurry, and anxiety. 
Military and naval officers, palTengers, fer* 
vants, foldiers, failors, bpys, women, and ne- . 
groes, all crowded together upon the ftreets, 
formed one heterogeneous mafs — one great 
and motley groupe, of which every part was 
in bufy motion— each perfon feeling the ap- 
prehenlion of being left behind. 

From the multitudes of anxious heavy- 
laden individuals who were feen running with 
their burdens down to the boats, and icram- 
bling to embark, it might have appeared to 
a ftranger, that the inhabifimts of Portfmouth 
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were making one great effort to carry off aU 
the provifions, (lores, and furniture of the 
town, previous to evacuating it to the polfef- 
iion' of an enemy. One hurried off with 
legs and (houlders of mutton, another witfi 
half a (heep, a third with a huge piece of 
beef, and others with different joints of veal 
or pork. Here was a man running with a 
cheefe, there one with a fugar-loaf. Others 
were fcampering away loaded with rice, or 
papers of groceries. Some ran off with bags 
of bread, fome with bafkets of greens, po- 
tatoes, carrots, turnips, and the like. Many 
were fecn bending under heavy bundles of 
clothes, wet from the wa(h ; others loaded 
with camp-ftools, deal boxes, fea-coffers, 
pewter utenfils, and various other kinds of 
{lores ; and, amidft the throng, ourfelves with 
the fmoking giblet pie, and fuch other pro- 
vilions as we had been able to procure. Every 
one .was upon the alert. Ncceflity made all 
induilrious, and, without any idle or ferupu- 
lous objeftions, each was glad to miniller to- 
bis. own wants. 

Intermixed with the bufinefs of this 
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iiUTtlous fcenCj \^ere riiaiiy other cifcuiliftanecs 
which increafed the general crowd attd con*- 
fufion of the pifture ; fuch as ^pjultitudes 
preffing into, and overflowing the ftiops- 7 - 
people running agairtft, or tumbling over each 
other upon the ftreets — loud difputes and 
quarrelling— the fadnefs of parting— greet- 
ings of friends, unexpeftedly met, and as 
fudden4y about to feparate — failors quitting 
their trulls — drunkards reeling — boatmen 
wrangling — boats overloaded or upfet— the 
tide beating in heavy fprays upon the Ihore— 
perfons running and hurrying in every di- 
redtion, for fomething new, or fomething 
forgot — fome eurfing’the boatmen for not 
pufliing off with more fpeed, and others be- 
fceching and imploring them to flop a minute 
longer. 

Such was the ftate in which W'e left Portlr 
mouth, after a refidence of three weeks, du- 
ring which time we had regarded it as a dull 
inanimate place ; but the changd was fudden, 
and will be only tranfient : the hurry and 
tumult will vanifh with the failing of the 
fleet, and the town will relapfe into its tran- 
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quil ramenefs, until the recurrence of a iimilar 
occaHon., 

♦ • 

This troubled moment of fcramble and 
confuHon called to mj remembrance a fcene, 
not unlike it, but upon a far greater fcale, 
vrhich I had witnefTed at Geneva, at the time 
when the French general Montefquiou, after 
taking the town of Chamberry, marched his 
army againft that city. This was a period 
of uncommon intereil, and it has ftamped an 
indelible imprellion upon my mind. Having 
made a long tour through Holland, the Pays- 
bas, Germany, Switzerland, and Savoy, my 
brother and filler, and myfelf had propofed 
making the vicinity of Geneva our refting- 
place, during the autumn months, and, with 
this view, we had taken up our refidence at 
the village of Copet, near that city, in a cot- 
tage, built upon the very brink of its enchant- 
ing lake. 

From our windows we, at once, com- 
manded, perhaps thegrandelllandfcape,and the> 
fublimefl picture in nature. An expanfe of 
water thirty-fix miles in length, fix in breadth. 
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and as bright as cryftal, was immediately be- 
fore us. Near to us, at the upper extremity 
of this fine ftieet of water, appeared the city 
of Geneva, encompaffing the end of the lake 
in femilunar form. Upon its fides were feen 
many villages, towns, and country villas^ 
difiributed amidft verdant fields, or luxuriant 
vineyards. At the diftance of a few miles, 
on the left (hore, was the celebrated town of 
Laufanne, with the towering mountains of 
Jura, which divide Switzerland from France ; 
and before us, on the oppofite coaft of the 
lake, rofe the gigantic Alps of Savoy, proudly 
elevating themfelves, in three vaft ranges, 
afpiriog to the very Ikies; and fcarcely leav- 
ing a fpa.ee between the earth and heaven. 
The firft rife, gradually, behind the beautiful 
villas and vineyards bordering the lake, and 
are covered, to the top, with cattle and green 
herbage; tho£b of the fecond range, tower 
above theft, and appear, at the diftance of 
from ten to twenty miles, in rugged pyramids 
of naked rock ; and the moft remote, which 
crown all the others, are feen above the 
clopds,’ at the diftance of forty or fifty 
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miles, appearing in huge fummits of ice and 
fnow. 

Here we had hoped to fojourn during 
the autumn, enjoying thcfe fineft fcenes of 
nature, placed, as it were, beyond the broils of 
a difbrdered world : but it was not permitted 
us, quietly to lull in nature’s lap, or, thus, to 
reft embofomed in her fofteft couch. Too 
foon wide-fpteading violation reached this 
peaceful retreat, and the maniacal fever of 
change, .which fliook the globe, fuft'ered not 
this heavenly fpot to efcape. 

Under the protection of a neutral republic, 
and believing themfelves fccure in this foul- 
cnchanting retirement, many of the unhappy 
and perfecuted emigrants, from France, had 
taken refuge in this moft delightful neigh- 
bourhood, hoping to reft in quietnefs, and, 
peacefully, deplore their country’s woes j but 
the infectious revolution, which now fpreads 
its poifon abroad, refpeCts neither perfons nor 
places. No' eftablifhment, however ancient 
or facred, is fecure agtunft its peftiferous 
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fiuence. It rages wide and wild, arid, like a 
ferocious bead of prey, feems only eager to 
devour and deftroy. 

At an early hour of the morning, long 
previous to the ufual moment of perfons being 
allowed to enter the city, crowds of didrefled 
and terror-ftruck emigrants, flying from the 
adjacent country, thronged to the Chamberry 
gate, to feek protc<fIion within the walls, re- 
porting that the French army had feized the 
town of Chamberry, and was proceeding 
g-gainft Geneva, 

The news was unexpected as alarming, 
and the hidden apprifal introduced a fecne of 
terror and confuflon not to he deferibed. An 
univerfal confternation prevailed. The emi- 
grants expected to be maflacred if they fell 
into the hands of their implacable foes ; and 
the ariftocratic party of the inhabitants looked 
to nothing but plunder, indignity, and in- 
hih. 


A general council was called, and it was 
jefolvcd to demand the Swifs fubfidy of 
c 4 
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troops to defend the city. In the mean 
time feveral of the fenators deemed it prudent 
to embark fuch of their property as could 
be conveniently moved ; and the wliole 
body of emigrants haftened, without delay, 
to feek their fafety in the more independent 
territory of Switzerland. Of the inhabitants 
alfo, great numbers faw no fecurity but in 
quitting the town ; and many, who remained, 
held it prudent to fend away their wives and 
families. 

The fcene which followed was not unlike 
what we have, lately, witnefled at Portfmouth, 
but more general, and of a nature . infinitely 
more affliding. Indeed the hidden panic 
that overfpread the place, together with the 
alarm and confufion of the emigrants, begat 
a day of horror and difirefs, which might 
have drawn coropaflion even from the tigre- 
hearts of thofe who caufed it. 

Penetrated with every fearful apprehen- 
fion, multitudes abandoned their property, and 
ran from the city to efcape, only, with* their 
lives j regardlefs whither they wandered, or 
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v^hat path they took, fo it but led to a place 
of fafety. Others taking what property' they 
could with them, crowded into boats upon 
the lake, in order to proceed, by water, to 
the Cantons of Switzerland. Many hurried 
away on horfeback, others in coaches, carts, 
waggons, or any fort of conveyance they 
could find. Every fpecies of carriage, of 
whatever lhape or iiru£ture, was feized and 
driven away with more than a double load. 

Unhappily a new fource ofdiftrels arole, 
from an obftacle which the terrified multitude 
had not anticipated. The little town of Vcr- 
foy, fituated upon the weftern border of the 
lake, is within the territory of France, and the 
frightened niultitude, in purfuing the public 
route to Switzerland, which leads through 
this place, met with guards of military ** le- 
yellers’’ llationed upon the ftreets, and upon 
different parts of the road, who ftopped every 
perfon, and every carriage, under pretence of 
, fearching for emigrant, or contraband pro- 
perty. But thefb new comptrollers of the road 
—this mew fpecies of highway robbers, fanc- 
jdoned by that odious badge of liberty^ the 
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national uniform, having, io compliance with 
the fyftem and principle of the revolution, 
fubdued all the antiquated prejudices of con- 
fcience, ftole and plundered without referve. 
The law of force being their only rule of 
juftice, they found no difficulty in attaching 
the term “ emtgri ” to whatever they defired 
to poflefs. If emigrant property was found, 
it was toffed out upon the open road ; the 
packages emptied, and whatever was valuable 
taken away : and thofe perfons. who w'cre 
difeovered to be emigrants, were, further, 
robbed of their fhoe-buckles, knee-buckles, 
ear-rings, and the like, and fubjedted to every 
low and degrading infult that could aggravate 
their misfortune, or augment the diftrefs of 
their retreat. For more than a milej between 
Verfoy and Geneva, the road was ftrewed 
with interrupted carriages — withtrunks,boxes, 
imperials, and other packages, expofed to the 
rough examination, and the plunder of thefe, 
Jbi-difans^ fons oi freedom. Whole trains of 
carriages were thus detained for many. hours, 
and others were not fuffered to proceed. 

Multitudes of perfons hearing of the rude 
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uifpedlon to which thofe in advance were 
iubjedied, returned, before they reached the 
firft ftation of French troops, hoping to make 
their efcape, with lefs diflSculty, by water. 
But in this they were not lefs unhappy, for 
the freedom of the lake was alfo violated. 
The tri-coloured marauders of Verfoy, ob- 
fcrving a crowd moving upon the water, fcnt 
out four boats, and ftationed them acrofs the 
lake, with inftrudions to intercept every vef- 
fel that Ihould attempt to pafs ; and inter- 
ruption and plunder prevailed, equally, upon 
the land and the water. 

The whole town was now at the higheft 
point of diftrefs ; boats, carriages, and vehi- 
cles of every defeription were crowding back, 
both from the road, and the lake ; the French 
army was faid to be actually on its march from 
Chamberry ; and, ftill worfej from the demo- 
cratic part of the citizens being diflatisfied 
with the dccifion of the council, refpedling 
the Swifs troops and the defence of the city, 
the place was threatened with inteliine coin-' 
motioiT. No one felt fafe in the town, yet 
pone could efcape from it, without ipjury or 
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infult. — ^The moment was awful as perilous. 
Confternation was feated upon every brow. 
The llreets were crowded with parties, each 
fufpeAing the other’s defigns ; and from the 
more violent and diforderly calling aloud. 
Point de Suifles — Point dc SuiflTes,” it was 
to be apprehended that fome dreadful con- 
vulfion might enfue. 

In this alarming ftate of the city the 
council was again aflembled, and, in order 
to appeafe the difcontented, it was refolved 
that fome ftep fliould be taken to evince the 
amicable difpofition of the government of 
Geneva, towards the republic of France. A 
decree was accordingly pafled, that the French 
refident at Geneva, who had not been ac- 
knowledged fince the memorable loth of 
Auguft, Ihould be recognifed, as envoy of the 
French republic, and that he Ihould be re- 
quefted to proceed to general Montefquiou, 
commanding the French army, with alTur- 
ances of friendlhip from the council and peor 
pie of Geneva. 


This, in fome degree, quieted the diflatif- 
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fied citizens : but “ Point de Suifles— Point de 
Suiffes,” continued to be occafionally heard. 
The council, however, did not abandon the 
decree of calling in the Swifs levy, but re- 
ferved all further proceedings, until they 
fhould receive the anfwer of general Montef- 
qulou,to the friendly communication conveyed 
through the medium of the French rehdent. 

In the mean time, as the whole town felt 
indignant on account of the freedom of the 
lake being infringed, an armed veiTel was 
difpatched to affert the rights of the ftate of 
Geneva ; and to infid upon the free and un- 
interrupted paflage of all velTels going from 
the city. The remonftrance fucceeded, and 
no further obftacle being oppofed, every boat, 
barge, and fklfF— every veflTel that could carry 
an oar or a fail, was, immediately, employed, 
and the general hurry and confution were ten- 
fold increafed. An^tious multitudes thronged 
on board, and the crowded boats were in 
danger of being upfet, or funk to the bottom. 

From the diftrefs and extreme peril which 
intermixed with, and augmented the confufion 
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of this difaftrous period, it was fendcfed 
highly aflBidting. Not only the peace and 
property, but the lives of numbers were at 
hazard. To go olF in the boats, crowded as 
they were, was extremely dangerous ; but 
Hill greater peril awaited longer delay. 
Hence, at all ritks, thofe who could poflibly 
find place, ventured themfelveS afloat, and, 
quickly, we faw, from our window, as it 
were, a whole to^vn moving upon the water. 

Among the crowd that appeared before 
the city gates early in the morning, as well 
as among thofe who left their homes, to 
efcape from the town, were groupes of the 
various deferiptions of young and old, male 
and feinale, rich and poor, polilhed and vul- 
gar, all confounded, pall-mall, together. Afl- 
ing from the fudden impuife of terror, many 
thought only of the fafety of their perfons ; 
and Ibme, in their halle and anxiety to efcape, 
ran off without hats or fhocs — fome without 
caps or bonnets. Few, indeed, were enough 
colleded to regard either propriety or orna- 
ment of' drefs. The countenances of all 
befpake more important concern; but their 
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feelings were differently dcpided, and fb 
great was the motley variety of the throng, 
that had the occafion been lefs painful, the 
whole fcene might have appeared as a ludi- 
crous fpedtacle. But all the circumftancos 
connetSling with it, were fo ferious and afflict- 
ing, that every feeling of levity, which might 
have arifen from the various incidents of the 
moment, was abforbed in the general emotion 
of companion for the fufferers. 

Both the fympathy and aftonilhment of 
the town were excited, in a peculiar manner, 
towards an unfortunate old lady, nearly 
eighty years of age, who had heard the 
alarm in the night-time, and, in order to 
fave her life, had hurried away on foot, from 
her place of rclidence, and had been com- 
pelled to walk many miles to reach Ge- 
neva; where Ihe appeared, amid ft the terri- 
fied crowd, before the hour of opening the 
city gates. 

Very different was the fenfatlon created 
by the pisfortune, or rather by the conduCl, 
under misfortune, of a frivolous marquis —a 
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petit maitre who was drivea back to the town 
by the rude boat-infpe^iors from Verfoy. A 
party of Engtifti who had been acquainted 
with this emigrant, during his tefidehce at. 
Geneva, wilhing to afiift him in his efcape to 
the Cantons, had offered him the protedion 
of their boat* But the fans'culottes fearchers 
of the veffel, finding their ex-countryman on 
board, minutely infpeded every package, 
plundering the marquis of his, and detaining 
much of what belonged to his kind pro- 
tedors } but, worft of’all, they robbed the un- 
happy marquis of his fhoe-bucklcs, his knee- 
buckles, and — ^his beloved ear~rings ! and then 
obliged him and the party to return, not fuf- 
fering the veflel to pafs on account of having 
an emigrant on board. Upon landing from 
the boat, this infignificant fribble ran to my 
brother and myfelf in loud bewailing, forget- 
ful of the greater lofs of his baggage, and 
that his life was ftill in danger, and lament- 
ing only——** les cberes bouclcs cP oreilles /’* 

“ 6 ! Meflieurs,” cried the wretched fop, 
** Les vilains republicains ont vole mes boucles 
d*oralle$. gueux! Les voleurs! Les 
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enrages democrats ! Ils ont vole mes chercs 
boucles d’orellles! Helas! qn’elles etoient belles! 
qu’elles etoient fuperbes 1 O ! pourquoi faut il 
que je les aie perdues! Les voleurs! Les co- 
qutns! Pourquoi faut il qu’ils m’ayent voli mes 
boucles d’oreilles !” All his concern : all his 
anguifli feemedtocentreinthcfe idle ornaments 
— thefe elFeminate appendages of his ears. 

I need not explain to you the emotion 
created in our minds by the poor marquis’s 
griefs. Such ineffable frivolity, exhibited at 
a moment of the heavieft affliction, could not 
but render its objedt contemptible. But as 
foon as the bitter calamity of lofing his ear- 
drops would allow him to think of his per- 
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fonal fafety, we, in compaflion to his misfor- 
tunes, afliiled in conveying him, by means 
of a fmall private boat, to the oppofite fide 
of the lake, where we put him on fhore upon 
the territory of Savoy, and left him to fteal 
his way through the vineyards, into the Can- 
tons of Switzerland. 

But you will fay that I am ftraying as 
tvide as t^e marquis, and, like him, dropping' 
VOL. I. H 
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trifles in your ears, to tlie exclufion of more 
immediate, or more important fubjeits : let 
me, therefore, return ■with you to the UlyflTes, 
and tell you, that upon reaching the Ihip, wc 
had fo anxioufly looked for, we were re- 
ceived as people unknown and unregarded — 
conduced into a large w'ard-room, ftrewed 
witli various kinds of lumber, and there lefr, 
as in a wilderncfs. No births had been pre- 
pared, nor any kind of arrangement made 
for our accommodation. Not a cot was flung ; 
nor any fleeping place allotted. The w^ard- 
room was (>pcn to all, and to ferve for the. 
whole of the palftjngcrs. Wc were turned 
in loofe, witli llx or eight other perfons, and 
foon found ourfclves to he, only, individuals 
of the general herd — the whole flock being 
left, at large, like Ihccp in a common fold. 

The vclfel is commanded by an ofliccr 
of the navy, and it was no part of his duty 
to prepare accointnodatious for pafTengers he 
neither knew uor expefted. Site is one 
gf the old forty- four gun frigates, and carries 
fomc of Iter guns as an armed tranfpevt. I lad 
oui: fiiip been a common tranfport, ora mcr- 



fchantman, I fhould have felt enough at home 
to have demanded all we required, but, from 
not having, before, been paffengers on board a 
fliip of war, Cleghom, Mafter, and myfelf 
were quite at a lofs how to proceed. For- 
tunately Henderfon is more au fait to thefe 
fubjedts, and from underftanding the neceflary 
etiquette, kindly took upon himfelf the taffc 
of meliorating our condition. Kiving ap- 
plied, with all due ceremony, to the Governor 
of our ocean- caftle, he loon fucceeded in bring- 
ing one of the lieutenants to our aid ; who, 
very obligingly, gave immediate diredtions 
for bettering our fituation, and it was gra- 
tifying, beyond all the advantages oi per- 
fonal accommodation, to oblcrve with what 
promptitude his orders were put into exe- 
cution. The packages, and other incom- 
moding lumber, were quickly removed ; and 
a canvafs partition was put up to divide the 
ward-room into two feparate apartments j al- 
lotting to us that on the ftarboard fide. Four 
cots were flung, in a row, over the cannon, 
and inclofed with another canvafs running, 
parallel with the former, throughout the whole 
length of the ward-room. T^iis formed a 
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general fleeping birth for our mefs, allowing 
to each his appropriate drefling room between 
the feveral guns : and, thus, were we fpeedily 
accommodated with five diftindl apartments, 
confining of a long narrow dining room, and, 
as we were allured, four excellent bed-rooms. 

We were both amufed and gratified in 
obferving the expertnefs of the fhip’s car- 
penters, and all the men employed upon this 
oceafion ; and it aftbrded us great plealure to 
remark how prompt and obedient they were 
in executing the commands of their officers. 
On board a tranfport, or a merchantman, 
feveral days would have been expended, in 
preparing what was here completed in a 
(ingle hour. 

As we are only freflr- water failors, it was, 
hinted, for our information, that the aft, or 
fternmoft cot, being the upper birth on the (lar- 
board fide, was deemed the place of honor, and 
hence appropriated to the ufc of the captain, 
always, when the officers deep In the ward- 
room. My ambition did not lead me te contend 
for this fickening poft of honor, therefore, in 
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obedience to my poor naufeated flomach, I, 
very humbly, required to be allowed to take 
the lowed cot of the four, and am accordingly 
indulged with the birth neared the centre of 
the ihip, where I lie with my three comrades 
kicking, in a row, at my head. 

Our fird night has been redlefs and 
didurbed — the unpleafant heaving of the 
fliip — the creaking of bulk-heads, and 
other noifes — the uneafy motion of the cot, 
and a whole hod of annoyances, prevented 
me from deeping. At each movement of the 
ihip, or the cot, my feet were druck againd 
the bulk-head at the bottom of the ward- 
room ; or I was bumped upon the huge can- 
non danding under me ; or had Glcgliorn’s feet 
roughly prefented to my head. Some of thefe 
evils arofe from the cot being badly dung, 
and will be removed ; and a few days, I 
trud, will reconcile me to thofe which cannot 
be remedied. 
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LETTER X. 

Leeward IJlatid divjfton of ihe expedition puts to fca. Af- 
pearnnee of ihe feet on doubling the point of the Ife of 
Wight* Its failingfonm a grand and pleofiUgfpeRach. Fir- 
ingoj cannon on board a fyip. Author s fenfations convince 
him that he is no longer upon terra firma* Putrid wa^ 
ter on board the Ulyffes* Kitchen Inconveniences* Au- 
thor expehls fo proceed to Ireland* 


H. M. S. Ulyfies, Nov. 

T* HE long expcdled day is at length arrived, 
when our proud fleet fwclls its lofty fails to 
feek the enemy. The loud fignal of departure 
being given, all the (hips of the Leeward Ifland 
divifion weighed anchor this morning, and 
put to fea under a moft favourable breeze. 
The Ulyffes being left to wait the failing of 
the convoy for Cork, we remained tranquil 
fpedlators, and had every opportunity of en- 
joying the feene j which was great, and 
fpicndid, and led me ftrongly to wifti that 
you had been here to witnefs it, with us. 
The day being fine, and the wind from a 



friendly quarter, the pidurc was beautiful, as 
it was grand and animated. On palling 
round, or, to ufethe failors’ term, on doubling 
the point of the Iflc of Wight, all the iliips 
feemed to fall into regular fucceffion, forming a 
line of numberlefs extent — each elevating her 
fails, into view, over the territory of the ifland, 
as though they were contending which Ihould 
be longeft feen j or, as if ftriving to rival the 
clouds. In their travels through the fleies, con- 
feious that they, too, bore, within them, their 
thunder, and their lightning. 

It was a pleafing fpedlacle to every be- 
holder, and ihofe who felt as Englilhnien ought, 
derived, from it, fenfations peculiarly grateful. 
To witnefs fuch a fleet full-fwclling, from 
our little ifland, into the broad ocean, to fight 
our battles in a far dillant country, conveyed 
ideas of greatnefs and power, which were 
calculated to raife a juft ambition in every 
Britilh bofom. The fliips of war and tranf- 
ports exceeded two hundred fail. The im- 
menfe Ihip, the Commerce de Marfeilles, cap- 
tured at Toulon, is at the head of the convoy, 
with the admiral, the commander in chief 
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of the army, and nearly a thoufand troops on 
boatd. It is, currently, reported here that the 
whole ot thele, togetherwith theCork divifion, 
arc to rendezvous at Barbadocs, and, making 
that the grand depot, pioceed, from thence, to 
the attack of various colonies. 

For a long time pad has this v?ft ar- 
mament been expt£led in the Weft Indies, 
and during many tedious weeks has England, 
almoft daily, looked for its departura: but to 
prepare, and fet afloat fuch a .fleet, and fuch 
an army, is an undertaking of no trifling 
magnitude : and far more difficult in the ex- 
ecution than thofc fuperficial obfervers, who 
are ignorant of the fervice, are willing to 
imagine. If it meets with fair w’inds, and 
proceeds without difafter, or unforefeeit 
delay, it may yet arrive at a good feafon, and 
in time, perhaps, to efFed all its intended 
operations, 

We were, yefterday, regaled with the 
loud treat of hearing the Ihip’s cannon flred, 
while w'c were on board. Every, thing 
was cleared away, as if preparing for adion ; 
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all the doors and windows were fet open, and 
every precaution ufed, to prevent injury or 
accident. We remained in the ward-room, 
during the time of firing the guns, in that 
part of the fliip, and endeavoured to be ftri£lly 
attentive to the efFe£t. It was not unlike a 
violent ftroke of elcdtricity : and, for a moment, 
we felt ftunned with the (hock. The jarring 
concuffion conveyed the fenfation of the 
whole fliin having fliivered afunder, or fud- 
denly burft into atoms ; and it fcemed matter 
of furprize that the ears of the failors (hould,i 
ever, become capable of fupporting the fuc-» 
ceffivc and violent explofions of a hofiile en- 
gagement. Noiwithftanding the precaution 
of letting down the windows, thofe of the 
tjuarter gallery were ftiattered to pieces. 

You know what a fick and fufFering 
failor I am, and will not be furprized to learn 
that the flight motion of the fliip, at anchor, 
gives me a degree of head-ach, with a fenfe 
of naufea, and uneafinefs of ftomach. It does 
not quite amount to ficknefs, but is fuf- 
ficient to make me know that I am not upon 
(erra ftrma. Poflibly the gradual introdudion 
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efieiled by our prefent delay, may enable 
me better to fupport the more fevere motion 
of failing; and, from growuig accuftomed 
to the fliip, while in harbour, I may he Icfs 
a fufFerer when wc put to fca. 

We are daily becoming more fettled, and 
better reconciled to our floating dwelling: 
but wc are fometimes annoyed by the merry 
crowd on the other fide the canvafs. Some 
late additions have been made to their party j 
and this feems now to be the general mcl's, and 
common receptacle of pafl'engers : but, group- 
ed as they are, friends and ftrangers together, 
we fometimes find that they are fufficiently 
acquainted to become more loudly joyous 
than is quite agreeable, in fuch near neigh- 
bours. 

As we arc to wait for other fhips, we 
may now find an opportunity of adding to the 
fcanty ftock of provifions, which we procured 
amidft the general fcramble of embarkation; 
and wc hope, alfo, that our velTel will have 
time to take in a frelh fupply of water; for we 
have, hitherto, fufFered, very feverely, from not 
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liaving any, but what has been putrid and of- 
fenfive, on board ; and coming, dire£tly, to this 
from the ihore, has rendered it far worfc than 
If we had been, gradually, compelled to fubrait 
to it, after being a long time at fca. To myfclf, 
in particular, this is a weighty misfortune, as I 
have not the common refourceof flying to v/inc 
and beer, as a relief. We have taken to our aid, 
both purifiers and filtering ftones ; and, very 
foon, wre hope to have good water from the 
ftiore. We are further aflhred of having our 
prefent fufierings compenfated upon the paf- 
fage ; for the Thames water, now fo ofienfive, 
will foon reftore itfelf, and, becoming fettled 
and depurated, will be clear and fweet as we 
could defir^. 

With regard to our eating, likewife, ’tis 
well we are not of the Epicurean fchool. 
The many difagreeable fmells,and the heaving 
motion of the (hip, have much impaired our 
appetites ; and, were we fqueamifh, or over- 
dainty, we muft, literally, ftarve j for our (hlp- 
cuifinier happens to be fit only to cook for 
the feafoned ftomachs of old Neptune’s hardiefl; 
fons. In llrength and ilature this governor 
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of the galley might be deemed a fit opponent 
for Hercules, although his appearance fome- 
times calls up the idea of a fable fpirit who had 
teen long broiling in the dark regions of Pluto. 
His profeflional ignorance is only exceeded 
by his general ftupidity. He makes us a daily 
vifit at breakfaft-time, to receive inflrudfions 
regarding dinner j and he, ufually, ftumbles 
upon fome outrageous miftakc, or, totally, 
fpoils whatever is put into his hands. A few 
days ago he was defired, together with other 
diflies, to let us have fome beef-fteaks ; and ha- 
ving received his inftrudtions, he bent his neck, 
in refpeClful civility, and haftened away : but, 
within a fingle hour after, lo, and behold! 
came our cook running and puffing into the 
ward-room, with a great diffi of beef-fteaks, 
all hot and fmoking. He had ufed uncommon 
expedition in getting them ready, and, added to 
the blunder of giving us dinner an hour after 
breakfaft, he had burnt the llcaks as black as his 
'own fkin, and as dry as the outfide of a tea* 
Itettle. 


As foon as the other veflels are ready, the 
Ulyffes, we are told, is to proceed with them 
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to Cowes harbour, to join the St. Domingo 
dlvldon. It Is probable, therefore, that my 
next letter may be addreifed to you from 
Ireland. 
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LETTER XL 

A dreadful flonn overtakes ihe feet. It returns to St, Heleids 

in a difahled condition. Author^ s fenfations during the form, 
7hofc of other Paffengers unaccufomed to the fea, 
jokes and remarks of the failors, Difmal effeBs of the 
gale. Author ami his comrades go on fore at Portfmouih^ 
and at the Ife of Wight, Are told that the Ulyjfes is to 
proceed to Cove with the frf fair wind^ without waiting 
for the convoy. 


Spithcad, Nov. 

W HEN, in my laft, I mentioned to you the 
grand and fplendid fight we had witnefied, 
in the failing of an important divifion of our 
great expedition, I did not anticipate the 
painful reverfe of, thus foon, communica- 
ting the unhappy tidings of its return. But, 
alas ! how uncertain arc all human expec- 
tations ! Pleafed as we were at the proud 
failing of this fleet, only a few days fince ; now, 
we fhould rejoice, ftill more, could we fee 
every flrip again fafe in harbour. 

We, yefterday, experienced a moft tremen- 
dous gale, which, from its difaftrous efFe£ls 
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among the flilpping at Splthead, led to very 
painful appreheafions concerning the fleet 
which had fo lately gone to fea. The wind 
liaving fhifted to an unfavourable point, and 
blowing with great violence, it was manifeft 
that the convoy could not proceed ; and 
but too evident, that many of the Ihips muft be 
damaged or loft ; and I am forty to add that 
we arc,already,witncffing the melanclioly con- 
firmation of cur fears, for the fleet not having 
cleared t!ie channel, was unable to weather 
the Pionn, and, dtiring the w'holc of this day, 
«lifterent fliips have been dropping in at St. 
Helen’s, in a fadly difabled ftate, bringing ftill 
worfe tidings of thofe left behind. A ftorm 
fo violent and dcftruiftivc has feldom been 
known in this climate ; indeed, many who 
had been in the Weft Indies, remarked, that it 
was Icarcely inferior to a tropical hurricane. 
Even the admiral’s fltip was in extreme peril, 
and, with great dlPIcuky, weathered the gale. 
She is now brought back in a much injured 
condition, being very leaky, and having a con- 
fideraLIe depth of water in her hold. So 
alarming was her fituation, during the ftorm, 
that if the boifterous elements had raged on. 
but a little longer, flje had, probably, gone to 
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the bottom, with the general, the admiral, and 
nearly twp thoufand fouls on board. Wc 
are told that flic is fo damaged as to be unfit 
for further fervice, and that, notwithftanding 
the large fum lately expended in repairing her, 
flie can never, again, be fit to go to fca. 

The confufion of a crowded convoy in- 
creafed the danger of the gale. Some veffels 
became ungovernable, and ran on board each 
other ; fome had their fails fplit ; others were 
difmafied ; fome loft their bowfprits ; and 
fcarcely any efcaped without more or Icfs of 
injury. Many were loft upon our own 
ihores — others were wrecked upon the coafl 
of France — fome fprang a leak— and feveral, 
alas ! foundered and funk. Tbofe, even, of 
the crews, who are made prifoners, from their 
ihips having been blown upon the enemy’s 
ihore, have much caufe to be happy— for 
others, Icfs fortunate, fliaring the fate of their 
veflels, periflted in the fathomlefs deep. 

Great multitudes are known to be loft; but 
the full extent of this fad difafter cannot yet be 
afeertained, for crippled fhips ftill continue to 
drop in ; it is therefore hoped that fome may 
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appear which report leads us not to expert. 
Among the more hopelefs is the Stanley, with 
fome hundreds of troops on bojird. Of this 
ihipnot the flighteft intelligence can be learned, 
from any one yet returned. She is fuppofcJ 
to have gone to the bottom, and all hands to 
have perilhed ! What a fad and melancholy 
change ! By how flender a thread are the 
hopes of man fufpended ! This great fleet 
which had cod fo much time, and toil in 
its equipment ; and which, under the faired 
profpeds, fo lately fwelled her fails to leek 
the broad ocean, is already defeated, diC- 
ablcd, and brought to ruin ! What an exam- 
ple ! What a ftriking proof of the weaknefs 
of human forehght ; and the uncertainty of 
all our wifelf calculations ! 

The damage done to the veflels, Imme- 
diately around us, and the perilous date of our 
own fhip, although lying at anchor, had caufed 
a too faithful reprefentation of the evils which 
might have befallen us, had we been on our 
paflage to Ireland ; and rendered us happy in 
not having, previoufly, gone to fea. Signals 
of didrefs were heard on all quarters. Pieces 
TOL. I. I 



of mails, cordage, and planks floated by the 
fides of the UlyiTes : All was hurry and alarm 
around us. • Many veflelsncar tons were injured 
— fome, driven from their anchors, drifted on 
board other ihips, or were call on ftiorc, and, 
being there wrecked, remained, before our 
eyes, fad examples of the greater difallers to 
be apprehended from tire ftorm. 

• Such, even, was the perilous infecurlty of 
the UlyiTes, that .although, to ufc thefea-term, 
we had lowered our top mnjlsy and made all 
fnugt it was deemed expedient to prepare the 
guns, for the purpofe of firing lignals of dif- 
trefs ; and, had the gale continued much lon- 
ger, we might have reejuired ailiilance, which, 
at fuch a moment, it had been impoilible to 
obtain. 

I was, exceflively, ixck and ill j and from 
the deep rolling, heavy toflings, and the many 
troubled motions of the ihip, was quite unable 
to fuppprt inyfelf upon my legs. Staggering 
and ftumbling I crawled out of the ward- room 
to the middle of the half-deck, to feek p more 
ceutral part of the ihip, and, there, clinging 



to fome firm hold, remained, fick and com- 
fortlefs, to wear out a moft diflirersful day. 
Afflided with head-ach, a naufeated fiomach, 
and trembling limbs, my contemplations were 
not of the mod confolatory nature. I faw all 
the evils that were to befal our fleet under 
their moft gloomy colors. I beheld the con- 
voy difperfed ; fhips ftruggling in the gale ; 
my fellow creatures finking ; and the whole 
expedition difeomfited : the mind fympa- 
thizing with the' fickened frame, all was 
pi<ftured as one grand feene of difafter and 
deftrudlion. 

My friend Mafter, and fome others on 
board, fufiered ftill more feverely than 1 did ; 
for, by fix^ing myfelf to the fpot where I 
found a free circulation of air, and, com- 
paratively, but little motion, the naufea, which 
diftrelTed me, did not proceed to the violent, 
and almoft inceflTant reaching, with which 
they were affli^ed. 

In the midft of our apprehenfions, and 
our danger, I could not but notice the ftrange 
remarks, and quaint jokes which pafled among 
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the failors, who were, varioufly, actuated 
by feelings of indolence, anxiety, or in- 
difference One of them being called upon 
deck, and defired to go aloft, to do fomething 
that was expedient at the top of the mail, idly 
crawled up, from below, muttering, “I’d 
rather be drowned in the fea, dammee, 
than at the mail-head” — another, obferving 
a palfenger in a fevere fit of vomiting, ex- 
claimed — “ dammee, he’s only fick for 
want o’grog” — and a third, as if refponfivc 
to the other, ealled out, “ ftiff breeze Jack. 
He’ll be worfe yet ! Steward ! why don’t you 
give the gentleman a piece of fat pork to fettle 
his ftomach.” 

About five o’clock in the evening the 
florm began to abate; when torrents of 
rain lelTened the wind, and brought the failors 
fome refpite from the haralfing, and perilous 
duties of the day. From thofe who have re- 
turned in fafety we hear many details of real, 
and of imaginary dillrefs, of ludicrous in- 
cidents, and of very truly a£9i£ling, and me- 
lancholy events ; but the dillrefsful fum of the 
whole is, that the fleet is feverely damaged * 
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many (hips are loft j numbers of fouls have 
perKhed ; and the whole expedition is difahled 
and delayed. 

To repeat to you all the afflidling reports 
we hear on the fubjefl, would fvvell my 
letter into a volume : for, in addition to real 
and ferious ills, the reprefentations of paf- 
fengers, not accuftomed to the fea, magnify 
thofe of lefs importance into a terrific ca- 
talogue of injuries and difaftsrs. Some loft 
their baggage — fome their ftock and provi- 
fions : One laments his pig —another his goat 
—another his poultry ; Some were floating 
in their births, from water dafhing in at the 
fcuttles ; and others, finding the fea break in at 
the ftern and quarter-gallery windows, fan- 
cied theinfelves to be drowning in their beds. 
Pigs and flieep, chickens and ducks were 
walhed away by dozens. Hen-coops, filled 
with poultry, boats, binnacles, and quarter 
boards were all fwept off by the violence of 
the wind, or by the heavy feas that broke over 
the deck. Hogs and (beep put to fe& in open 
boats $ ducks and geefe fwam off in their 
coops ; naked goats fought the waves ; even 
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chickens and turklcs took to the water, and all 
were feen fwimming upon the ocean together. 

We were on fhore this morning atPortf- 
mouth, and, from the ramparts, faw the fhips 
of the returning fleet aflemblcd in foreft. crowd 
at St. Helen’s. From thence, alfo, we had a 
more ample demonflration of the effedls which 
the ftorm had produced immediately around 
us ; and I am forry to tell you that we find the 
injury more extenfive than we had imagined. 
Five or fix veflels lie, caft on fhore, clofe to the 
town, and feveral are driven aground in 
Stokes’ JBay. Two are lying near to South-fea 
Caftle j an artillery fhip, with the Ocean 
tranfport, and a gun-boat, are on fhore diredly 
under the ramparts, and lying, dry, quite out 
of the fca. Some, it is hoped, may be got off 
again,' others are fo much injured, that they 
will be entirely loft. 

Our vifit to Portfmouth was for the pur- 
pofe of procuring fome additional provifions 
for the paffage, and completing other neceffary 
purchafes; and, wdth acknowledgments for 
your kind attention, I may announce to you 
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that It afforded me the opportunity of receiving 
the gay fword, and Icarlet embroidered fuit, in 
which your friend is directed to- exhibit his 
perfon. 

\Vc have alfo had a pleafant ramble, fines 
I laft wrote to you, to the Ifle of Wight, in 
fcarch of eggs, poultry, and pigs to add to our 
fea ftore. 

The report is, again, revived that we are 
to avail ourfelves of the firft hour of a fair 
wind to proceed to Cork, without waiting 
for any otlrer veffel ; and we are all of accord 
in wifliing this may prove correct, for our 
prefent ftate of fufpenfe and uncertainty is 
growing, moll fadly, tedious and-difagreeable. 
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LETTER XII. 


Miliiarj incertUude^jiot inferior to the glorious unccrtaintj 
of the law. Examples in proof of this, The Uhffes (Jefined 
to make a running pajfage^ with iroopSy to Martinique, 
Putii/Ijment f f^Sgi^^g ^ failtr round the feet. 


H. M. S. UlyflTcs, Nov. 

The uncertainty of the law has eftabliflicd 
itfelf into an adage : but I begin to fufped that, 
proverbial as it is, it mull yield to the fuperior 
incertitude of military fervicc. Even the 
fickle elements, with which this fo intimately 
conneds, are out-rivalled by it ; for, uncertainty 
is, equally, its principle and its purfuit. In 
my laft letter *1 mentioned to you that we were 
to proceed to Cove the moment the wind was 
fair, and, in this idea, we had written to our 
friends defiring them not to addrefs us, again, 
at Spithead, but to fend their letters to Ireland, 
that they might meet qs at Cork. Now, we 
find that our deflination is again changed, and 
indeed, within the two laft days, it has been fo 
rapidly altered and confirmed, fixed, reverfed, 
varied, and changed, again and again, that we 
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are, totally, at a lofs on what aflurance to fix 
our faith. 

Yefterday we heard of new doubts 
and delays. The ftores of the Ulyfles were 
to be unftowed, in order to examine if any of 
them were injured by the gale ; they were to 
be removed, and the veflel given to the fervice 
of the Leeward Ifland army ; fhe was to pro- 
ceed direct to the Weft Indies with troops of 
Sir Ralph Abercroraby’s divifion ; to go im- 
mediately to Cork, to take on board troops 
of the St. Domingo divifion ; to be converted 
into an hofpital ftiip ; into a tranfport for 
ftores, &c. &c. &c., fo that, within the^ fhort 
round of twenty-four hours, the Ihip and our- 
J'clves were deftined loan almoft infinite variety 
of ftations aiid purpofes. To-day the reports 
have not been lefs multiplied or lefs varied, 
and the deftination of the Ulyftes, and her 
paflengers, has changed with almoft every 
palling hour. In the morning it was fettled 
that the Ihip was to proceed to the Weft 
Indies, with the Leeward Ifland convoy ; and 
that we •were to remain on board, during her 
paflTage down the Channel, but were to be dif- 
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tributcd, into different fhips of the St. Domingo 
divifion, on arriving at a certain latitude, or 
whenever -we ftiould fall in with the St. Do- 
mingo convoy, from Cork ; and this being 
mentioned to us as the final arrangement, we 
wrote a hurried line to a friend at Cove, beg- 
ging him to take charge of our letters, until we 
Ihould meet at Tea, or at St. Domingo. At 
noon the infpedor general of hofpitals came on 
board to announce to us that the Ulyffes was 
to be, completely, fitted as an hofpital fliip, for 
the St. Domingo army ; and to be the receiving 
Ihip of the Cork divifion, during the paffage ; 
and^ further, that we were not only to continue 
on board, but’ officially, and to confider our- 
felres on duty. Yet fcarcely had one fhort hour 
paffed away before a different arrangement 
was made ; for, at one o’clock, it .was again 
decided • that the Ulyffes fhould proceed to 
Cork, and take in troops for St. Domingo j 
- and fo completely did this feem to be fixed> 
that the purfer of the Trufty man of war, 
^who was going to jo\n his fhip, put his 
baggage bn board, and fet off to Cork, by way 
of Milford Haven, affured of meeting the 
Ulyffes at Cove. But evening had not ar- 
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rived before a new change fucceedcd ; and wc 
were now told that it was finally fettled for 
the UlylTes to go in company with two or 
three other fhips of war, and make a run- 
ning paffage to Martinique, in order to haften 
thither a body of troops, without waiting 
the interruptions, and tedious delays of a 
convoy ; and, to this end, velTels were to be 
alongfide, early in the morning, to take out 
all the (lores belonging to the St. Domingo 
divifion. 

Prefently, after we had heard the latter 
report, the lieutenant, commanding the (hip, 
came on board with inilru£lions to the fame 
efFe<3:. This, therefore, ftands as the final 
arrangement ; ’ but we have already known 
fo many final arrangements that we begin to 
regard a lafi decifion, with refpedl to the 
Ulylfes, in the light of a diplomatic uU 
tlmatum — fifty times renewed ! What the 
morrow may bring forth is yet in embryo, 
and exceedingly doubtful : but the , com- 
manding officer having received his official 
inftruftipns, probability would feera to ren- 
der the prefent decifion conclufive. 
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How we are to be dipofed of Is not yet 
determined, but, in cafe , of this plan bring 
adopted, we (bull, no doubt, be driven to feek 
our births eifewhere. 

I had almoft forgot to notice to you 
that, a few mornings fince, we had an oppor- 
tunity of witnefling the diifrefsful ceremony 
of flogging a fuilor round the fleet, in con- 
fequence of a fentence palTed upon him for 
defertion. That the fufferer might be ex- 
hibited with all the parade of a public pu- 
niflrment, and that all due folemnity might be 
given to it, a number of boats, from the dif- 
ferent (hips of war, were ordered to attend in 
proceflion. The man belonged to the Trufty. 
He was, accordingly, placed in the long-boat 
of that (Itip, and made to (land up, with his 
back uncovered ; and when, the other boats 
had alTembled around him, to the number of 
fifteen, they all proceeded, in (low and (bicmn 
movement, to the feveral (hips, whence thefe 
boats had been difpatched. Upon arriving 
at the fide of each (hip, the boats reded on 
their oars ; and the (liip’s company being 
piped upon deck, to witncl's the fpedacle, ten 

7 
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ftripe8 were Infli£bed upon the bare back of 
the delinquent — thus dividing the fentence 
of a hundred and fifty lafties, into fifteen fc- 
parate punifliments, according to the number 
of fhips, whofe boats attended. In this way 
the difgrace, refultiug from the crime) was 
made public, and the punifhment not only 
rendered more fevere, but fo conducted as to 
be an example to the whole fiect. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Author and his comrades again on pore* Portfmouth 
thronged^ and many compelled to pep in chairs^ hammochSf 
^c* Author obtains a bed by Jlratrgem* St. Domingo 
pres removed from the Uhpes ; and the facial quartette of 
the wardroom ordered to feparate into the George and 
Bridget'^ and the Lord Shepield tranfporis. Further ac* 
count of the difafrous effeBs of the form. Author and 
his comrades fuppofed to have been at fea with the convoy. 
Felicitations of an old lady at Gofport^ on feeing Dr. Cleg* 
horn fafely returned. 

Portfmouth, Nov. 

Portsmouth! metliinks, I hear you ex- 
claim ! What, again on fliorc ? Yes, again on 
fhorc ! and, in England, too! Be not I'urpriz- 
ed ! I have already told you that it is not lefs 
difficult to know our ultimatum, than that of 
a political negociation. Since I wrote to you 
laft we have remained in a moft unfettlcd 
ftate, wandering from Spithead to Portfmouth, 
and from Portfmouth to Spithead, even as 
men without a home— yiwj lodging on fhore 
—~Jans birth on board. Some nights we have 
pafTed in the Ulyffes — others we have flept at 
Portfmouth ; but, in either, we have felt our-< 
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felves mere intruders, the fliip having been one 
grand fcene of hurry and confufion — the town 
a great and overflowing throng. In confc- 
quence of the fleet returning, every inn, and 
every houfe is fo crowded that beds cannot 
be procured — hence fome fleep uppn tables, 
fome in chairs, and fome in hammocks, hung 
in the fitting rooms ; while others find other 
expedients for the night. 

Laft night I was indebted to my pro~ 
fcATion for my pillow. I had gone the whole 
round of the town, and had fought through.- 
out every ftreet, and almoft every lioufe, in 
vain, when I was compelled to have recourii; 
to a rufe de guerre^ and by a ftratagem, which 
I truft you* will allow to have been botli 
warrantable and innocent, fucceeded in 
procuring an excellent bed, whilft many 
others were obliged to fit up the whole 
night. 

The hour was late. I was ready to 
drop with fatigue, and had quite defpaired 
of finding a refting place by other means, 
hence, neceflity feeming to fanSion the ex- 
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pedient; having chanced to hear that the land- 
lord of one of the inns was ill, and confined 
to his room, and having once feen him, and 
hea«d his name, 1 walked firaight into the 
bar, and, addreffing myfelf to his lady, with- 
out aiking for a bed — or entering upon other 
fubjeds, inquired civilly after Mr.'————. 
The good lady, taking it for granted that 
I was well acquainted with her hufband, 
thanked me, — entered into a long detail of the 
fymptoms of his complaint, and with an ap- 
peal, which implied that Ihe had not miftaken 
my profeffion, alked what might be moft 
likely to give him relief — cxpreffiiig herfelf 
grateful for the hints I fuggefted j and, after 
converfing a fliort time, upon indifferent fub- 
jeds, and drinking a glafs of brahdy and wa- 
ter, I had the good fortune to be accommo- 
dated with one of the befl beds in the houfe ; 
which had, probably, been referved in cafe 
any particular friend, or any officer of high 
rank- or interefl: fhould apply in diftrefs.— 
You, my friend, will give me credit for hav- 
ing contributed all in my power to the relief 

of Mr. , before I left his houfe in the 

morning. 



It is now reported that three forty-four 
gun fhips, viz. the Ulyfles, the Experiment, 
and the Charon, are to take in the troops, 
which, during the gale, were in fu>.h ex- 
treme peril on board the vaft and unwieldy 
Commerce de Marfeilles, and to run out witfi 
them, as fpeedily as poffible, to .the Weft 
Indies. 

Confiftent with this arrangement, vef- 
fels came alongfidc the Ulyfles early on the 
morning of the 26th inftant, for the purpofe 
of removing the St. Domingo ftores ; and 
the hofpital packages, which were flowed in 
this Ihip, are now diftributed into two or three 
different veffels ; which is an improvement, 
gained by the change, for fhould either of 
thefe fhips chance to be loft, captured, or de- 
layed, ftill a proportion of the ftores may 
fafely arrive in the others. Further advan- 
tages may alfo derive from the diftribution, 
as an aflbrtment will be more conveniently 
at hand for any cafe of emergency — fuch 
as immediate or unexpefted fervice, de- 
tachments, or fupplying different illands -or 
coloriies. 
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‘You will feel that, with refpedi to ouf- 
ielves, it w^^^ difficult to acknowledge fitnilar 
advantages from.the reparation of our happy 
and focial mefs, although we are, Hkewife, 
obliged to niake a divifion of our flores, and 
tuefs>apparatus, being now inftru£ted to make 
the voyage in different Ihips; This is matter 
of high regret to us all, and the more fo, as 
we had been long enough together to become 
well acquainted, and happy in each other’s 
fociety, befides having jointly provided our- 
felves for the voyage. But it confifls with 
the many uncertaiUties that furround us, and 
is quite within the limits of our expe£ta> 
tion. 


We have received orders to repair, two 
of us to the Gebrge and Bridget, and two 
to the Lord Sheffield : Matter and myfelf feel 
ourfelves fortunate in being appointed to the 
latter, for we had been on board the George 
and Bridget, and had not acquired any ttrong 
predileAion in her favor. She wears the 
appearaiace of a Heavy, dull-failing vettel ; 
and feems not to offer any thing fuperior in 
her accommodations. ■ The cabin is deejp. 



dark, and gloomy, and her general appeajrance 
conveys nothing of neatnefs nor arrangement, 
but all about her looks fombre^ unclean, and 
comfortlels. The Lord Sheffield we have 
not yet feen, but her captain tells us fhe is a 
fall: failing ffiip, - and fitted up in a fuperior 
ftyle, with her cabin neat, light, and lively 
as a “ drawing-room.” We do not give 
implicit confidence to the report of one fo 
ftrongly interefted in fpeaking her fair ; but 
the probabilities are much in her favor, fhe 
being a Weft India trader, and, no doubt, 
better fitted for paffengers, and better adapted, 
in all refpeds, for a tropical climate. The 
George and Bridget is a large Baltic timber 
fhip, and, of courfe, has not had the fame oc- 
cafion either for conveying or accommodating 
paffengers. 

Mafter and myfelf have alfo the prof* 
pefl: of a further advantage in the fociety of 
our friendly infpe£l:or Mr. Weir, who intends 
to take his birth on board the Lord 'Sheffield. 
Should we be fortunate enough thus to form 
a trig, we' fhall have far lefs caufe to feel 
our regretted reparation than our- friends 
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who arc doomed to make the voyage in the 
gloomy George and Bridget. 

Wc have met with many of the officers 
at Portfmouth who were out, in the fleet, 
during the late deftrudive gale. Their re- 
ports are fad and affliding beyond all the 
fuggeftions even of fearful anticipation. Dc- 
duding in due allowance for the augmented 
terrors of young and frefli-water failors, ftill 
the whple fcene, and its refult have been moft 
painfully difaftrous; for, melancholy to re- 
peat ! multitudes of fouls have perilhed ; and, 
no lefs than (ix or feven veflels have not been 
heard of fincc the ftorm. 

By our letters we 'find that many of our 
friends had imagined . us to be at fea, and, 
confcquently, they had read our deftiny in 
fate’s darkeft page. We are happy in the 
power of relieving them from their fears, 
and tejoice that.thofe with whom we were 
iii the habit of more immediate correfpon- 
dence, have not been expofed to fimilar ap- 
prchenfions. 
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From a like error having obtained h^re, 
we are hailed, by almoft all we meet, with 
cordial greetings on our fafe return. In our 
walk, through the ftreets of Gofport, we 
chanced to fee an old lady, with whom Dr. 
Cleghorn had been an inmate, during his at- 
tendance at the Haflar hofpital, and the very 
inflant the good old dame efpied us, flie ran 
to us, with out ftretched arms, and welcoming 
the doiflor, with warm embraces, fpake the 
anxious fears with which her bofom had beat 
towards him ; while fhe exprefled herfclf 
enraptured to meet him, again, fafe on flrore. 
Never were friendfliip and regard more na- 
turally, or more powerfully evinced. The 
good old woman’s eyes alternately overflowed 
with tears, or fparkled with youthful fire : 
and fhe told the anxious griefs, and vivid 
terrors fhe had fufiered, with all the glowing 
expreflion of a fond mother who had juft re- 
covered her loft, and only fort. 

Upon fuch occafions the anxiety of im- 
mediate friends and relatives is an expected 
tribute, and it operates as a confolation and 
fupp^ort in the hour of peril. . But the acute 
K3 
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and irhpreffive concern of thfs kind-hearted 
qld woman furpafled all that is looked for on. 
the part of thofe, who only ftand in the re- 
lation of diftant acquaintances. It was, in 
fo far, the more grateful, and not only did 
honor to human nature, but flood in proof 
of the high worth, and refpedability of our 
eileemed Comrade. 
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LETTER XIV. 


JPerVous aepediiton of the author . and others to the Mother^ 
bank. They fave themftlves on boiurd the Diana fri^nte* 
Hofpitality and humane attentions of the officers of that 
Jljjp, Lieutenant Davy a valuable officer^ and an accom- 
plijhed man. Author and the companions of his peril pafs 
the night on board the Diana. Proceed to the Mot her • 
hank, and embark on board the Lord Sheffield. Fir f im»m 
prejfion from the appearance of that Jlsip highly favorable* 


Mother ‘bank, Dec. 

Mv late letter to you, from Porifmouth, 
bad nearly been a lad addrefs. In my paf- 
fage from thence to the Lord Sheffield, at the 
Mother-bank, I was expofed to fuch immi- 
nent peril as to have had fcarcely a hope of 
cfcape. The ncceflary arrangements being 
made for occupying our new births, I left 
Portfinouth in a fmall four-oared boat, be- 
longing to the Lord Sheffield, accompanied 
by Mr. Jaffray (the mailer of the fliip) and 
Mr. MTean, of the hofpital department; 
when, on our way to the Mother-bank, we 
were.fuddenly overtaken by a violent, and, 
fituated as we were, moil perilous dorm. 

K 4 
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Thefky blackened ; the tearing winds roared; 
and the tumid fea, gathering into frightful 
mountains, ruflved before the wind in boifr 
terous loudnefs, threatening us with inftant 
deftru£lion. Toffed from wave to wave, and 
dafhed and rolled about, amidft the broken 
. mountains of water, every moment feemed 
likely to beour laft ; for any one of the heavy 
feas might have upfet our little bark, or have 
I broken over us, and font us at once, to the bot- 
tom. Bcfet by multitudes of rugged and liquid 
hills, rupturing on all- quarters, and rolling 
and tumbling one over another towards her, 
fo fmall a boat feemed to have no chance, 
nor even a pofllbility of maintaining hcrfelf 
upon the rude and ever changing furfacc. 
From the deep fweliing of the fea, together 
with the conftant agitation and breaking of 
the waves, the fuilors could not take fufficlent 
depth ( to puir ft tadily ; with their oars nor 
could ilie boat be made to obey the helm. 
At one moment we were raifed, as it were, 
on a pinnacle — at the next ingulphed in deep 
(hade between two roaring furges, towering 
high above us, and feemitig to fayj “Ye 
^lall never rife again.’’ Yet, quickly, w^re 
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we call upon a new formed and as 

fuddenly daftied again into the vale of flill 
more rugged billows, each contending in 
hafty ftrife, which Hiould be the meflenger 
of our fate. 

Poor M'Lean, who had taken his feat 
at the how, in order to trim the boat, trem- 
bled, and turned pale with fear ; the failors 
grew tired and diflatisfied ; and the captain, 
with a countenance ftrongly exprcflive of 
trouble and anxiety, begged of' us not to 
fpeak, left we fliould divert his attention from 
the helm ; upon the management of which 
our only chance feemed to depend. Sitting 
at his elbow, in dead filence, as he defired, I 
carefully, watched his features as the barome- 
ter of my hopes and fears, and you will be- 
lieve that I felt not much at eafe, upon ob« 
ferving him betray manifeft fymptoins of 
alarm. To move was even worfe than to 
fpeak, and might be inftant deftruftion to us 
all, hence it only remained to us to fit in 
folemn ftillnefs, and meet whatever fate (hould 
overtake us. 



The captaiti afTures me that I behaved 
uncommonly well, upon the occafion ; but I 
fear all the merit due to me was merely ne- 
gative, for I am not fure that my condudl 
was not more the efFe£t of refignation, than 
of fortitude. Seeing that no effort, no power 
that I pofTcffed, could, in any degree, aid our 
fafety, I refigned myfelf, in implicit obe- 
dience, to the captain’s better judgment ; 
and, without exprefling, indeed I might 
fay^ without harbouring ufelefs fears, fat 
pal ml y prepared for any rcfult that might 
occur, 

To reach the Lord Sheffield was abfo- 
lutcly impoliible ; for the wind and tide were 
both in concert with the florm, to prevent 
it ; and to return to Portfmouth was, fcarccly, 
lefs difficult, or lefs perilous, from the in- 
ability of our^ little boat to refifl: the enor- 
mous following waves, impelled by all the 
force of the gale and the tide. 

In this critical dilemma it was decided 
that we fhould bear away, and fleer for the 
nearefl ffiip there was any hope of our being 
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able to fetch, and the captain, encouraging 
the failors to continue at their oars, and bear 
away to> leeward, direded the helm accord- 
ingly. In this attempt we ftruggled on, often 
waflied with the heavy fprays, which ftruck 
againft the boat, and as frequently ahnoft up- 
fet by the tearing gufts of wind, or driven 
to the bottom by the difordered waves. But 
perfeverance, together with great dexterity 
and addrefs in the management of the boat, 
at length, fucceeded in bringing us alongfide 
the Diana frigate, where we were kindly re- 
ceived, and even cherifhed as friends refcued 
from the devouring deep. 

Having witneflTed the danger to which 
we had been expofed, the officers, in the moft 
liberal manner, welcomed us on board, and 
refufing tp hear a word of apology, infifted 
upon oiir not attempting to put to fea again 
until every appearance of the gale had fub- 
ftded. Indeed they gave orders that our 
boat fliould^^ be hoifted on board, and defired 
that we would think only of making ourfelves 
pomfortjfble for the night. In this they were 
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imperative, nor will you imagine that our 
obedience was reludant. 

The Diana was under the command of 
Lieutenant Davy, in the abfence of Captain 
Faulkcncr. This gentleman gave direftions 
for our receiving every accommodation the 
flilp could afiord, and tendered his fervices 
in a manner that made it grateful’ to accept 
the kinduefs bellowed. Every individual 
feemed to emulate the commanding officer 
in his friendly attention tovvards our party, 
infomuch that wc had caufe to rejoice in the 
peril that had call us on board. 

As foon as we were made dry, and 
enabled to feel a little like ourlelvcs, we were 
invited to the dinner table of the mefs. The 
board was fpread with plenty, and we par- 
took with Mr. Davy, and the whole party 
of officers, who all vied with each other in 
kind hoCpitality towards the refeued ftrangers. 
Good humour prevailed ; the converfation 
was agreeable ; and the bottle palTed freely 
until evening, when a party was formed to 



a rubber at whift, and, at night, we were 
conducted to Tome of the bell births of the 
fliip. 


It happened that captain Jaffray recog- 
nifcd an old acquaintance, in the perfon of 
the furgeon, and M Lean proved to be known 
to one of the young gentlemen of the cock- 
pit, fo that we were not fuch entire ftrangers 
as wc had expelled. 

We were pleafed to hear every perfon, 
with whom we converfed, fpeak of lieute- 
nant Davy in the higheft terms of praife. 
He was entitled to our beft wifhes, and we 
owed him much refpe£l and gratitude, we 
were, therefore, exceedingly happy to learn 
that he had equally the efteem of his captain, 
his mefs-mates, and the failors. As an officer 
he is refpedled by all, and he is equally va- 
lued, and beloved as a man. Combining a 
pleafant fuavity of manners, and mildnefs of 
command, with a correct, and firm difeipline, 
he proves himfelf to be at once a failor, and 
a gentleman. Adlive and fpirited as an of- 
ficer, he is an example to'ihofe about'diim, 
9 



iind Ae regularity ^nd' order which obtain 
tlirougiiout the ihip» and govern all its du- 
ties, evince the promptitude with which fuch 
an example is followed. The Tailors both 
love and rei'peA him, and they obey him 
from inclination, while they fear to offend 
him. As a companion, he is amiable and 
engaging. His a'ddrefs is eafy ; his manners 
are accompliffied ; and, independent of his 
great kindnefs to us, in the hour of peril, 
his general conduct, and the handfome report 
of his meffmates, could not but call forth our 
effeem. 

We pafled the night In reft and comfort. 
In the morning the weather was fettled and 
fine, therefore, after taking breakfaft with the 
Diana’s pleafantT mefs, our bpat was lowered 
down, and wc made the beft of our way to 
the Lord Sheffield, reluctantly quitting the 
hofpitable party, with whom misfortune had 
brought us acquainted. 

Without further interruption we reached 
the hdother-bank, and I have now thg pleafure 
toaddre^ you, in fafety , from the Lord Sheffield, 
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a very fine Weft India ftiip, and as fiiperipr 
to the gloomy George and Bridget, even as 
her captain had reprefented. She is thoroughly 
clean, has a general air of neatnefs, and, if we 
may judge from her appearance, feems likely 
to verify the commander’s report of her fail- 
ing. She is conveniently fitted out for pafi 
fengers, and is, exprefsly, calculated for the 
Weft Indies,' having awnings, fcuttles,, port- 
holes and all the necefiary accommodations 
for the climate. The cabin is commodious, 
and is fitted up with mahogany wainfcot, pier 
glaftes, chairs, fofa, &c. due regard being paid 
to tafte and ornament. 

We have feveral guns on board, and weao 
the appearance of being well armed, but the 
fliip is not fufiiciently manned to defend herfelf* 
againft a regular attack, and this is what we . 
have moft to lament in our change from the 
Ulyfles, for, perhaps, in moft othdr refpeda 
our fituation is improved. In point of con- 
venience and accommodation,the Lord Shef- 
field is fiir preferable to our late favorite — 
the cabin being a neat and diftind fitting 
room^ and the fleeping births, feparate ftate 
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rooms entirely (hut away from it, and enclofed 
as private apartments. Here we (hall require 
no canvafs partition to keep us from the noify 
crowd of another mefs, but may feel ourfelves 
as retired and uninterrupted as wc could be in 
a private room on (hore. 
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LETTER XV. 

Excurfion to the Commerce ie Marfeilles at St, Heterts, 
Appearance of that fiip as viewed from a fmall boat at 
her ftde. Author vifits his comrades on hoard the George 
and Bridget : goes to the play at Portf mouth, TumuU 
tuous proceedings at the Theatre, Author returns to the 
Lord Sheffield, Dr, Cleghorn joins the mefs on hoard that 
Jfjip, Symptoms of failing. Linen taken wet from the 
wajljtub. 


Lord Sheffield^ Dec. 

Again I have been unfettled, and moving 
about from place to place, making my home 
fometimes on board, fometimes on ftiore. Up- 
on examining my baggage, foon after I joined 
the Lord Sheffield, I perceived that one of my 
boxes was miffing ; and it has cod me a long, 
and very fickly round, to recover it, in con- 
fequence of our old (hip, the Ulyfles, having 
changed her birth, and dropped down to St* 
Helen’s to take In troops from the Commerce 
de Marfeilles. In following her we were 
brought into an open and hcavy-fwelling fea, 
the motion of which made me very unwell, 
and led me to contemplate the probable fuf- 

VOL. I. L 
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ferings I (hall have to fupport upon the long 
voyage we are about to undertake. 

Capt. JafTray never having been oil 
board a (hip of fuch immenfe bulk, availed 
himfelf of my necellities, and took the com- 
mand of the boat, upon this excurfion, in or- 
der to view the vaft Commerce de Marfeilles. 
I wiih it were praAicable to convey to you, in 
words, the fenfe of grandeur with which the 
mind is infpired on firft approaching fuch an 
enormous floating battery ; or to paint to 
you the fenfations excited by rowing, in a 
fmall boat, clofe under her ftern, and her (ides 
but it were quite iinpofllble for the pen to de- 
feribe how diminutive we felt, and how im- 
menfe and wonderful flie appeared. — To 
exprefs it by the image of the knat and the 
camel, it were neceffary to fuppofe the former 
the minuted of its race, and the latter hugely 
overgrown. Looking up from our little (kiff 
the light was truly awful — the figure ©f the 
(hip was forgotten — the hull appeared a moun- 
tain, the mafls lofty obelilks ere£led upon 
it j and the tremendous Batteries, projedling 
from her fides, • conveyed the idea of a ftu- 



pendous rock hanging over us, fortified with 
many tiers of cannon^ 

We alfo availed ourfelvcs of this eJc- 
curfion to make a vifit to our friends on board 
the George and Bridget, which fhip appears 
ftill more fombre and uncomfortable, after wit- 
neiling the neatnefs of the Lord Sheffield.* 

Having to pafs another night or two at 
Portfmouth, and finding that a company of 
players had arrived, we took the opportunity 
of vifiting the theatre. The performance, as 
might be expelled, was trh mediocre^ yet 
it might have pafled off tolerably well, and 
with fufficient amufement for the evening, 
but for an unhappy interruption, which arofe 
from fome of the adors oppofing the will of 
the audience, refpeding a fong, and intro- 
duced a feene of tumult and diforder. Very 
like what 1 before mentioned to you from 
Southampton. 

The performers at the country theatres 
do not feem to feel, like thofe of the London 
boards, how much they are the fervants of the 
i-a 
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public. In town, it may be remarked that 
the houfe, on all occafions, is perfedlly 
obedient to the audience. This is difcreet 
on the part of the managers and the aSors, 
and entitles them to fome merit, for it is often 
a matter of aftonilhment and admiration how 
they can govern themfelves, fo implicitly as 
they do, and maintain enough of forbearance 
to bend fubmiflive to the will of the public. 

The loyal fong of “ God fave the King ” 
being called for, fome of the performers ad- 
vanced to the front of the ftage, and, bowing 
to the audience, obtained a general filence, 
from the idea that they came forward to fing 
it ; but, to the furprize of the multitude, they 
began the air of “ Rul^ Britannia,” w'hich, 
however grartful to the ears of Engliflimon,. 
was not the fong demanded j therefore from 
a fenfe of indignity, at the a£tors afluming 
the quality of dictators, they ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed it, and a violent clamor enfued. “ Rule 
Britannia” was, however, continued, notwiih- 
Randing the loud oppolition, and the general 
cry for “ God fave the King ;” and after 
having gone through this, amidd all the con- 
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fudon of groans, hilTes, and every noife of 
difapprobation, one of the a£kors advanced 
a ftep before the others, and infolently brand- 
idling his arms, began the fong that had 
been called for, which was then fung without 
Ipirit, and with the moft carelefs indiffer- 
ence. Tell me if a London audience would 
have fubmitted to fuch an infult ; or if 4 
metropolitan performer would have been 
hardy or imprudent enough to have hazarded 
fuch mifcondu£t ? — No ! nictliinks I hear you 
reply ; he would have been driven from the 

ftage, and would never have dared -never 

have prefumed to return, until repentance 
and humility had led him forth, in due fub- 
million, to offer hjs apologies. 

We returned, yefterday, to the Lord 
Sheffield, and you will be glad to know that 
we were accompanied by our friend Cleghorn, 
who, in confequence of a new arrangement, 
is permitted to join our mefs, fo that wc have 
again the profped: of crofiing the Atlantic 
pleafantly en quartette,. Dr. Henderfon is lefs 
fortunate, for, while we are, agreeably, at 
fociated to our former number of profeffional 
L3 



colleagues, he is left to make the paflage alone, 
or, perhaps, crowded with ftrangers in the 
gloomy George and Bridget : nor do cir- 
cumftances now feem to afford any probability 
of a further change, for both the appearance 
o£ the weather, and the report of the hour, 
feem to imply that we have, at length, made 
our vifit on fhore. 

To-day a fignal has been given for 
the fleet to unmoor ; and, in confequence of 
this, the Lord Sheffield has dropped down 
from the Mother-bank to the Eaftern part 
of Spithead. — W e have taken the precaution 
of bringing our lihen on board, wet from the 
waffi-tub, left weftiouldbe compelled to leave 
it behind, for ftiould the wind continue at the 
point from which it now blows, wc may bq 
to-morrow on our paffage. 



LETTER XVI.‘ 

Convoy fails an the t^th of December ^ Author promifes to 
make notes on the pajfage for his friend^ if the fea vtiU hi 
him^ Splendid appearance of the convoy^ It meets with 
iempejlmus voeather. Defcriptknof a farm at fea. Ele^ 
ments hoJHle to the expedition. Gale repeated. Lord 
Sheffield left alone upon tin ocean — Prevented :rom giving 
relief to a fmkingjfjip, A melancholy and affiidingfcent 
€nfues% 

I.ord Sheffield) at fea, Dec. 31*/^^ 
At length we are at fea ! the convoy failed 
from Spithead and St. Helens, the day after 
I fent you my laft letter, and I now lift my 
pen to you upon the bofom of the wide 
Atlantic. From the time of the ever me- 
morable attempt of the fleet to proceed upon 
the voyage, in the month of November, the 
adverfe winds, which had driven it back, 
in fo fhattered and difaftrous a condition, 
detained it, in harbour, until the 9th inllant, 
when it again put to fea under a ferene 
|ky, and propitious breezes; but, notwith- 
llanding thefe favorable appearances, we 
have, fmee, had a raoft harafling and peril- 
pus fucceflion of ftorms, one having, fcarcely, 
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fubfided before it has been followed by an- 
other, and I have now fo entirely loft my 
confidence in the weather, that although 
I am fitting in tolerable quietnefs to write 
to you, at this moment, I fcarcely dare hope 
to finilh my letter before I am again tolTed 
from my feat, by a renewal of the gale- 
feeling that the prefent may be only one of 
thofe ftiort reljpites, which, like the delufive 
intervals of convulfion, only prepare the body 
for a more violent ftruggle. 

It is now the laft day of the old year, and, 
whichfoever way I look, my eye furveys 
only an unbounded ocean. When we may 
again fee land, it were difficult to conjedfure, 
but my pen flaall prepare for you fome notes 
of our proceedings, occafionally, when the 
fea will permit me to guide it; and I will 
fend them by any vcflel we may chance to 
meet on the paffage, or by the earlieft packet, 
^fter we reach the Weft Indies. 

On the firft morning of our being at 
fea, the weather was clear and mild, and the 
whole fleet, confifting of nearly three huti- 



dred veflTcls, of various magnitude and bur- 
den, was aflembled in compa£i: form, occu- 
pying a certain circle of the ocean’s furface, 
and gliding fmoothly on the paffage. It 
formed one of the grandeft fpe£taclcs ever 
beheld. Never fliall I forget climbing up 
the ftirowds, as high as the main top, to en- 
joy it in all its perfedlion. The fun flione; 
the fea was fmooth and undifturbed ; the air 
ferene. All fails were fet, and the veifels 
being near to each other, the white canvafs 
feemed fpread, in crowded continuation, 
throughout the whole extent of the fleet. 
Looking down upon the multitude of flrips, 
it created the idea of a whole nation moving 
upon the waters. It was a proud emblem of 
Britain’s glory. We appeared to command 
the whole empire of the main ; and the 
profpeft, being calculated to excite flatter- 
ing hopes of vidlory and fuccefs, could not 
fail to be viewed, by every true Briton, with 
delight. But alas ! how delufive were thefe 
aufpicious dawnings ! We had advanced but 
little on our paflage, before a dire reverfe 
fucceeded. The fun was now obfeured; a 
thick fog OTerfpread the ocean; and the 



whole fleet was fliut from our light. Dark 
clouds gathered around ; the heavens fcowied 
in terrific blacknefs ; the lhadowed fea fwelled 
with pregnant throes ; and the fhips heaved 
in fickening motion. At length the heavy 
clouds burft into a roaring ftorm; the waters 
broke into huge and tremendous mountains; 
and the Ihips rolled and pitched, in dreadful 
agitation, upon the ruptured furface. All 
feemed a mighty conflid. The boifterpus 
gale tore, in hideous found;, the fleeting 
clouds hurried before the wind ; the rugged 
ocean, in violent diforder, hurled mountain 
over mountain, and iflued forth loud-roaring, 
threats of deftrudion. The fliips, ftruggling 
again il the wild and furious waves, were, at 
one moment, toiled on a pinnacle to the hea- 
vens, and, the next, plunged into a gloomy 
deep, furrounded by dark and diferdered 
mountains ; whence there feemed no pollible 
cfcape. * In an inftant they were again atnidil 
the clouds, and again as fuddenly funk in the 
dark valley of liquid hills : thus, alternately, 
threatening us with the danger of being hurled 
from a fummit, or fwallowed op in a fright- 
ful gulf of the unfathomable ocean. Not 
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bad we, barely, to encounter the common 
dangers of the Tea, but, from being amidft a 
crowded fleet, were, every inftant, liable to 
the additional peril of running aboard fome 
neighbouring Ihip, and being dafhed in pieces, 
or driven, at once, to the bottom ; and to 
this we were equally expofed by the dark- 
nefs of the night, and by a heavy fog. The 
terror of thefe^ critical moments is ncceflarily 
augmented by the lively apprehenfions of 
thofe who are but little accuftomed to the 
fea : nor is this wonderful, for, where every 
motion, and every found is calculated to ex- 
cite alarm, he mud be more than a philo- 
fopher, he muft be a failor, who can regard 
even the lefs imminent perils with uncon- 
cern. 


During a dorm, the deep rollings of the 
fliipi her deeper lurches, the thundering coO- 
cuflion of heavy feas againd her Tides, the 
hollow dreary found of the wind howling in 
her fails and rigging, the hurry and clamor 
of the Ihip’s company, the clattering of 
broken plates, diflies, and bafons, and the dif* 
ipal creakings of the mtt^s, bulkheads, and 



otljer parts of the veflcl, all confpire to 
create - tumult and confufion, and to keep 
alive the moft trembling apprehenfipns. At 
one moment the ihip is upfet, the next you 
feci her ftrike upon a rock : fuddenly Ihe is 
fhattcred to atoms ; or, foundering, finks to 
the bottom ; and, while you are abforbed in 
thefe fenfations, a fea, or heavy fpray breaks 
over the deck, a threatening wave beats in 
the quarter gallery, or a rolling mountain 
dafhes the Hern windows, into the cabin. 
The water now pouring upon you, from 
every opening, your fears are confirmed by 
the confufion of the moment, and you feel 
that the vefiel is pofitivcly finking. It has 
been my lot to experience, precifely, thefe 
fenfations. At one time I have hurried upon 
deck, in the intention of throwing myfelf 
into the fea, there to cling to a part of the 
wreck, in the hope of outliving the ftorm ; 
At another I have fat in filence,upon my birth, 
with the water creeping up to my knees, and, 
hopelefs of being faved, have refolved to fub- 
mit to my fate, and feek the deep, without 
ufelefs bewailings. Quickly, the accident 
has been repaired, and, in the moment of 
' 4 
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defpair, I have been greeted with tidings of 
fafety. 

Often, in the midd: of threatening ap- 
pearances, and manifold difquietudes, you are 
vifited by the carpenter, with the “ dead- 
lights,” who, fixing them in the ftern win- 
dows, nails you up in darknefs, as in a coffin, 
and with as much fang froid as men of his 
calling ferew up the bodies of thofe who are 
adtually dead : at the fame time replying, 
with unfeeling indifference, to your anxi- 
ous and fearful inquiries regarding the ne- 
ceffity of that ftep being taken, that it is 
“ otdy to keep the /pray from breaking the ‘win- 
dows /” But I am fatiguing you with a de- 
tail of what every one knows ; what all have 
read ; and moft, who have been at fea, have 
felt : let me, therefore, revert, from ftorms in 
general, to our prefent voyage, in which you 
will find, perhaps, more of novelty. 

What fhall I fay to you of our great 
armada — of our unfortunate, unhappy fleet ! 
Ere this can reach you, you will have had 
many, alas ! too many melancholy proofs Of 
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^ difafters which have befallen it. Did 
ever the leas — did the heavens ever fight fo 
cruelly .againft an expedition I were ever the 
elements fo decidedly hoftile to the great 
and flattering efforts of man ! 

/To convey any adequate idea of out 
^tuation would require the beft energies of 
yoiir own all-animating pen ; but, as that pen 
is but the reprefentative- of your imagination, 
call this in aid of an humbler quill, and you 
toay have fome conception of the peril and the 
horrors to which we have, already, been expo-» 
fed, and which we may ftill have to encounter ! 
.After the violence of the firft gale, mofi 
of our fcattered fleet, owing to the great at- 
tention and exertions of Admiral Chriflian 
and his officers, was again affembled, and we 
felicitated ourfclvcs in the hope of proceeding 
to our place of deftination without further in- 
terruption : but the turbulent mountains of a 
difordered fea were, fcarcely, reduced to a more 
tranquil furface, before the ftorm was renewed 
with additional violence. Quickly we were 
more fcattered than before. Many of the 
fiiips,^ unable to refift tUs fecond fliock, were, 



bow, much injured, and obliged to put bade 
info port. Some, we fuppofe, again joined 
the admiral, and others wholly loft the con- 
voy. We were among the latter, but when 
the weather cleared wc fell in with a fmall 
diviOon of the fleet, with which we. fdled in 
company, for feveral days. Further repeti- 
tions of the ftorm again feparated us, and wc 
were tofled about, feeing no more than three, 
fometimes but two, and often only a Angle 
Ihip, until, at length, we found ourfelves quite 
alone upon the broad and mercilels ocean. 

Previous to our final reparation we wit- 
nefled a feeae of a moft melancholy and dif- 
trefling nature. Knowing the exquifite fen- 
fibility of your feelings, on fuch occafions, I 
ought to fpare them the fad relation, but that' 
it may exhibit to you one of the dangers of the 
fea, in a point of view under which you may 
not, perhaps, have contemplated it. Atthe moft 
furious and terrific moment of the ftorm, we 
fuffered the cruel affli^ion of feeing a neigh- 
bouring fliip in the utmoft danger of bei^g 
loft, without having the power of aifordiog her' 
any relief. She hoifted a flag, and fired gUflC 



of diftrefs ; but the gale was fo dreadful} and 
the fea runiung fo frightfully high} that it 
VaS} totally} impclRble to give her afliftance. 
We ftbod towards her, and kept her anxioufly 
In view, in the hope of adminiftering aid, 
ihould Ihe be fupported upon the furface 
until the weather became moderate. Unhap- 
pily the ftorm continued increafing rather 
than diminilhing in violence. We looked 
fearfully on the fliip, expecting every inftant 
to fee her go to the bottom. She repeated 
fignals of diftrefs. We heard them, and faw 
them, but were unable to obey them. It was 
a moft melancholy and awful crifis. We re- 
garded her in anxious forebodings, examining 
her, both with the eye and with the telefcope, 
again and again. Her raafts were handing ; 
het fails entire ; and the rigging, apparently, 
perfeft; but this, which to landfmen would 
have feemed favourable, we difeovered to be 
the very reverfe j for, hence it was that our 
beft failors formed the fatal conclufion that 
her Gtuation was hopelefs, and that fhd' mull 
have fprung a leak ! 

' 4 * 

watched the heavens, and the wa- 



ters m paiuful folicitude, but faw no relaxa* 
tion of the ftorm. Tremendous mountains 
at one moment concealed the wretched ihip 
from our view : at another we appeared to 
be enveloped, together, in the fame dark and 
difmal gulf You will conceive our fenfa- 
tions upon feeling that, in one inftant more, 
this deep pit of the ocean might be the grave 
of every foul on board. Signals, denoting 
the c\trcinc of danger, were repeated: the 
fea rolled in terrific diforder: we bent our 
eyes in vain towards the veflel, deploring 
her threatened fate, and our own inability to 
prevent it ! Night came on. We loft her in 
darknefs, and beticld her no more ! ' 

Heaven grant that fhe may be in fafety I 
But wc all fear ftie cannot have withftood the 
violence of the gale, which continued until 
morning, and throughout the whole of the 
following day, with unremitted fury. Our 
anxiety was alfo much augmented, from hav- 
ing feen mafts, fpars, and other pieces of 
wreck, float by the fide of our (hip, when the 
ftorm abated. Until now I had regarded the 
failing, in company with a fleet as a kind of 
VOL. I. M 
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focial protection ; but henceforth I fhall feel 
no defire to move in crowded fociety on the 
ocean. Being alone, we now fuifer the rilk of 
falling into the hands of the enemy ; but, com- 
pared to our late fuffering, even the vileft of 
French prifcxhs lofes its horrors ; for, to a man 
of any fenfibility, what can be fo truly afflict- 
ing as to fee a number of his fellow-crea- 
tures plunged in the deeped didrefs, and 
to feel himfelf withheld from tendering them 
relief!. Our folitary fituation mud prevent a 
repetition of fuch a fcene ; it alfo removes 
the peril of our being injured or dedroyed, 
by other {hips, of which we had much dread, 
while we were amidd the fleet : for if is not 
only during a dorm that there is danger of 
one {hip running foul of another : it is 
equally, and perhaps, even, more likely to 
happen when the wind abates, — more par- 
ticularly if this occurs, fuddenly, for tfien 
the {hip, not being fupported by the refid- 
ance of the gale, gives way to the heavy feas, 
and, from difobeyirig the helm, is liable to 
be driven aboard other veflcls. Often, at this 
moment, as well as during the dorm, ‘the 
{hips appear to have no weight, or depth of 
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purchafe in the water, but they tofs and roll 
about, at the mercy of the waves, like empty 
barrels flodting upon the furface. 

At the period of feparating from the 
fleet we knew not our place of deflination, 
and hence it became expedient to open the 
fcalcd inftruiSlions : from which we difeo- 
vered that Carlifle Bay, in Barbadoes, was 
fixed as the general rendezvous of the fleer. 
Here, therefore, all our attraftions lie, and to 
this port we are endeavouring to fleer j but 
adverfe winds, and unprofperous gales per- 
petually oppofe our progrefs. It is now more 
than three weeks from the date of our de- 
parture, and we are yet beating about much 
nearer to you than you imagine, having, hi- 
therto, advanced, on our paflage, only twelve 
degrees of longitude, and three of latitude. 
But in whatever latitude or longitude-r-amidfl 
whatever ftorms or dangers, I am always 

Yours. 
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LETTER XVIL 

*J!ht ftew year mild and of good pvomife. J^olus and 
tune enraged againft the youthful deputy of time. Stornu 
and gales repeated. Dtligbt of ajfociating oui h congenial 
friends. A good Jhip fcarcely perifmhle at open fea. 
Accidents and difojleis of the Lord Sheffield. Contraji 
between landfmen and featnen during a form. Apathy of 
failors regarding the weather. Their peculiar degrees of 
compartfn. Cool replies of an old fleward. Odd tumbles ^ 
and poflurts of the pajfengers amuftng to the failors. 
Dinner fcene during a gale. Superfitiofs and prejudices 
of Jailors. WhifUng on board fjip. Mother Carfs 
cblchcn. Blowing for a wind. Marls of the Lord 
Sheffield having pajffld the Azores, 


At fea^ Jan. 24. 

On concluding my former letter, I had 
pleafed myfelf with the expeSationof not com- 
municating another fentence of woe : indeed 
I liad hoped not to refume my pen upon the 
face of the reftlefs Atlantic ; and that, long 
ere this, I might have addrefled you from the 
ifland of Barbadoes ; bat, unhappily, nearly 
four more tedious weeks have been confumed, 
in ilruggling againft the united violence of 
l&ercilefs winds, and a relentlefs ocean. New~ 



attended by gentle and fair-robed zephyrs, 
prefented himfelf in fmiles. His countenance 
was benign — his every look befpake mitduels 
and tranquillity. We did funeral honors to 
his tempefluous father, without the afie^a- 
tion of grief ; and greeted each other on 
efcaping from his turbulent government, to 
a milder reign. We now failed pleafantly 
on our paflage. The breeze was fair— the 
fea fmooth and tranquil — the fun (hone with 
genial warmth —the (hip advanced in ileady 
motion ; and our cares were didipated in the 
hope that all our diiafters were buried in the 
grave of boifterous Old — -year. But, alas! our 
cup was not yet full — ^the period of proba- 
tion was not thus to end. .£oIus and (fern 
Neptune, enraged at the mildnefs of the new 
deputy of hoary time, poured forth all their 
ire; and, tearing away thedelulive veil, openly, 
expofed our error, proclaiming, in loud ty- 
ranny, that the young fteward of the winged 
hours W2is not the milder fon, but the very 
twin-brother of the late tempeftuous agent. 
Our flattering profpeA had not the duration 
of a day ! Ere morning dawned, dark clouds 
obfcured the fun; the tumid ocean heaved 
M 3 



in threatening anguifh, and, a thick ftorm 
gathering at the horizon, the winds and waves 
rulhed into conflict, and, in all the dreadful 
wrath of tempeft, pronounced themfelves the 
melTengers of angry Gods ! 

From this moment gale has fuccecded to 
gale, and ftorm'to ftorm, defeating all our 
happiefl calculations ; even the bell eftabliHicd 
prognoftics have deceived us, clouds fepa- 
ratihg, a change of wind, heavy rain, and the 
like, are no longer any indication of an abating 
dorm. At one time, under the cleareft azure 
fky, and the brighteft, faireft fun, the dry 
wind tears in keeneft violence, as if rulhing, 
from the parched heavens, to devour all the 
fluids of the ocean : at another, loaded with 
moiflure, it burfts into fudden gufts and 
fqualls, heaving the flrip, as it were, out of 
the fea, and leaving her fufpended in air j and, 
as if the fates had refolved to torment us, 
whenever the wind, and the heavy waves 
Have a little fubfided, and we have looked 
for fteady failing on our paffage, a breeze 
ha# fprung up, from the moft unfavorable 
point of the heavens, which, though mode- 
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rate, for a moment, has quickly increafed, 
again, to a ftorm. Seven long weeks, now, 
have pafled, and with difficulty can it be faid 
that we have had an interval of one diurnal 
round, free from the perils of raging winds, 
or of the huge and (battered mountains there- 
by engendered! 

Did I not feel that I am fteeringyrow my 
fiends, the cruel perplexities of this torment- 
ing voyage woujd lead me into a vow — perhaps 
fomewhat rafh — never again to intruft my 
body to fo fickle and mercilefs a guardian as 
the fea. But not all her frowns or threats — not 
all the perils of which fhe is miftrefs, nor 
any thing fhort of death, can deter me from 
again hazarding my perfon, in order to return 
amidft thofe I love. Novelty has many charms. 
It is pleafing to regard fociety under all its 
forms, and to contemplate the human fpecies 
in every country and every clime j but even 
in this, the great enjoyment centers in the 
endearing hope of returning, fome day, to be 
ftationary amongft our friends; for to afTociate 
with thofe of fimilar minds, whofe difpofition^ 
— whofe interells and purfuits are congenial 
M 4' 



with our own, is the greateft gift of fociety 
—the higheft boon of civilized life : beyond 
this, the world has nothing to offer. 

You, who know me, are well aware that 
toy mind delights not to dwell on the dark 
furface of events. The feverity of the trial 
is perhaps at an end. Undaunted, I yet look 
forward to the happy termination of our paf- 
fage ; and, even, in our prefent fuffering, fee 
much of eventual good, for.it will arm me 
againft a multitude of future alarms j already, 
indeed, am I become fo courageous a failor 
as to regard the recurring gales with pa- 
tient firmnefs ; and to look with tranquil eye 
at the immenfe mountains which llrike the 
fhip, or the dafhing waves which out-top her 
mails : indeed 1 can alinoll fancy that a good 
Ihip is imperilhable at open fea ; and could 
you know what ours has borne, you would 
be inclined to countenance the opinion. She 
has amply proved herfelf to be what the 
failors term a good fea boat ; and, from what I 
have faid of our pailage, you will feel the force 
of the technical exprelfion that Jhe can live 
in all weathers. The ihocks and beatings ihe 
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has withftood, are almofi; incredible. Often 
fiave I felt aftoniftied that the huge feas and 
raking winds have not torn every plank 
afundcr, and fhivered her to atoms. Her top- 
ihafts, yards, and different parts of the rigging 
have been carried away — ^her fails f])lit — the 
quarter boards ftove in ; things have been 
wafhed overboard from the deck — feas have 
broken over her — fprays dafhed in the cabin 
windows — and various other accidents and 
difafters have befallen her: yet all have been 
repaired, and flie tlill rides triumphant ! 

Often our party meet with drooping 
countenances, and fit down in gloomy filence, 
not recovering their fpirits throughout the 
day ! At other times they grow reftlcfs and 
irritable, and cannot remain a quarter of an 
hour in the fame place. During the fe verity 
of the florm I have often remarked how differ- 
ently the feene has afFed;ed the minds of thofe 
accuflomed, and thofe who are unaccuflomed 
to the fea. I’he failor, patiently obferves the 
gale, lowers the yards and topmafts, furls 
•or reefs his fails, makes all fnug, and thanks 
the tetnpeft for a holiday ; — heedlefs of the 
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that I have, before, had occafion to make many 
voyages by fea,but my ftoniach afliires me that 
lean never become a failor: yet, from this long 
trial, in bad weather, I find that 1 am growing 
courageous, for I now can witnefs the feeming 
apathy of older failors without furprize j and 
can even liften to the returning gale, rather 
vrith regret for the delay it occafions, than 
with any apprehenfion, regarding the dangers 
to which we are expofed. When, from the 
tolling of the fiiip, we are unable to walk, or 
even to remain upon our legs, we feek a quiet 
corner of the cabin — feat ourfelves — take up a 
book — and. In patient reading, hope for better 
weather. Occafionally we venture, in giddy 
and Humbling ftep, as high as the companion 
door-way, and, looking round, amidft all the 
rage of the ftonn, prophefy gentle breezes and 
fmooth feas. In thefe vifits we often feel 
wonder and amazement at obferving the car- 
penter and his mates working, quietly, in the 
tops; and the failors hanging about the 
yards and rigging, in feeming unconcern — 
tofled by each rolling fca from fide to fide, far 
beyond the limits of the fliip, and, not un- 
frequcntly, while feated at the end of the yard 



dipped and drenclied in the foaming billow* 
of the ocean ! The indifference of fea-faring 
men to the dangers around them is exem- 
plified in every part of their conduft, and, 
even, in their common expreflions. Often 
when we have felt the moft vivid appre- 
henfions from the fiercenefs of the ftorm, and 
the huge roughnefs of the ocean, anil have, 
tremblingly, fought relief, by an appeal to the 
captain or mate, wc have met only a look of 
unconcern, or, at moft, the laconic reply “ it 
hhiz's frejh'' From their quaint and tech- 
nical terms it is diilicult for any one, uuac- 
cuftomed to the fea, to know precifely what 
they mean to convey. Their degrees of com- 
parifon are peculiar to themfelves, and, at fnl, 
not ea(y to be comprehended: taking the term 
frefli as the pofitive, they fay it blows frejb — it 
blows Jlrong — it blows hard: andagain, to de- 
note tlie fevereft j'lodible gale, they affume hard 
as the pofitive — add an oath to form the com- 
parative, and augment that oath to conftitute 
the fuperlative : thus, it blo^s bard’, it blows 

d hard it blows d bard by — — , 

Previous to this extremity we are commonly 
furniffied with an omen, by the captain com- 
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ing down, below, to change his long coat 
for a Ihort round jacket, and from this we al- 
ways pro'gnollicate unfavorably, it being a 
precaution which denotes bufy, and perhaps, 
perilous employment. 

Our fteward is a very old failor, tough 
as the ropes of the fliip, and callous to every 
alarm; and, being the perfon more. immedi- 
ately about us, it moft frequently falls to his 
lot to be teazed with queftions regarding 
the weather, the wind, and the fca ; and the 
ftcady apathy of his feelings, together with his 
cxcelTive Jang fr old and unconcern, have been 
often fubjeds of remark — fometimes, indeed, 
of vexation to us ; for his utter infenfibility to 
the circumftances, which called forth our carea 
and alarms, have, occafionally, provoked us. 
During one. of our perilous ftorms, the wind 
having fhified to a point fomewhat lefs un- 
favorable, although ftill blowing a terrific 
gale, the ufual queftion W'as afked — ^Well, 
fteward ! how is the weather? Squally ^/qually^ 
“ gentlemen — the wind's coming about — be 
“ Jne weather Joon." According to the feel- 
ings of this Old weather-beaten tar, the fevereft 



tempefts that we had fufiered, had been only 
fqualls, for, in the midd of the moft tremen- 
dous gales, his reply had always been '•'‘Squally^ 
a little fquallyt gentlemen '’' — “ Are we making 
any way, ftevvard ?” “ Oh yes ^jine wind, quite 
f ree, going large ^ make fix or /even knots." “ But 
furely 'we have too much of this good wind, 
fteward ?” “ Ob no ^ fine 'wind as can How, gen- 
tlemen — but a little Jqnally — rather fqually." 

The fiiip’s company often reap much 
amufemcntfromthelittleaccidents — the ridicu- 
lous tumbles — and the ftrange poflures which 
the pafi'engtrs are thrown into by the unfteady 
motion of the velTel ; indeed we now feel fo 
little alarm during a gale, that we fometimes 
difregard its perils, and join in their fmiles 
and jokes at the ludicrous occurrences which 
happen among ourfclves. Hogarth might 
have feafted upon them. In the confufion of 
motions, caufed by the heavy feas, if we at- 
tempt to walk, we fetch way, and are tolTed 
to the fartheftfide of the cabin, in all the odd 
and^uncommon figures that can be imagined : 
and, often, before we can regain our legs, 
the fliip yields to another wave, and we are 
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tumbled, in the moft ludicrous manner, to the 
oppolite fide, kicking, ftruggling, or crawling, 
amidft a confufion of moving chairs, ftools, 
boxes, and other furniture. 

, Our dinner ceremony is often rendered 
a humorous fccnc : at this hour the cabin 
being the geticral rendezvous of the party, 
\vc meet — crawl, trembling, tow’ards the table 
— and tic oiirfelvcs in tlie chairs. A tray Is 
fet before u«, with deej) holes cut in it for the 
diflics, plates, and glafils; the table and chairs 
are laflied to the deck ; yet one or other fre- 
rpicntly gives way and upfets half the things 
in the cabin ! Ih'efently enters the fteward wdth 
foup, followed by his little fiave with potatoes ; 
and the fervants with fuch other covers as there 
may chance to be. But fcarccly are the things 
upon table, and the fervants flationed, cling- 
ing to the backs of our chairs, before a fudde-n 
lurch of the fliip tumbles all into diforder. 
Away go fteward, fervants, and little Mungo, 
to the lee corner of the cabin : the foup falutes 
the lap of one of us; another receives a leg 
of pork ; a third is prefented with a piece of 
mutton or beef ; a couple of chickens or ducks 
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fly to another ; the pudding jumps nearly into 
the mouth of the next ; and the potatoes are 
toflcd In all dire(Stion8, about the deck of the 
cabin. One faves his plate ; another ftops his 
knife and fork ; fome cling to the table, think- 
ing only of faving their perfons ; one fecures 
the bottle ; another, half fallen, holds up his 
glafs in one hand, and fixes himfelf fall to his 
chair with the other. Chaos is renewed ! 
every thing is in motion — every thing in diC* 
order and confufion. At the next roll of the 
iliip the fervants, flaring with amazement, 
again fetch isoay^ and, with extended arms, 
arc tofled to the oppofite fide of the cabin, 
where they cling fafl, and remain fixed as fla- 
tucs, afraid again to move : and, although we 
arc lalhed in the chairs, ourfelves, it is with 
difficulty we can maintain our feats. Plates, 
difhes, knives, forks, and ■ glafles clatter 
together in all .he difcord of the moment : 
the fteward and his boy, crawling upon 
their hands and knees after the dancing pota- 
toes, the flying fowls, or walking joints, are 
rolled over and over at our feet ; and all is dif- 
order and confufion. The fhip now becomes 
fteady for a moment ; the fcattered parts of 
VOL. I. N 



lyS 

th« dinner are colleSed ; and thofe who have 
cfcaped ficknefs, again attempt to eat. Some, 
forcfeeing all thefe accidents, hx themfelves 
in a corner upon the cabin-deck, and take the 
plate between their knees, fancying themfelves 
in fecurity: but, quickly, they are tumbled, in 
ridiculous poftures, to the other fide of the 
cabin, fprawling, with outftretched limbs, like 
frightened crabs. Some, having no calls of 
appetite, join not in the feaft, but lie fwing- 
ing up and down in their cots or hammocks j 
others remain rolling from fide to fide in their 
births. Some cry out with fore bruifes ; fome 
from lieing wetted with the fprays ; one 
calls for help ; another relieves his ftomach 
from ficknefs j while others, lamenting only 
their dinner, loudly bewail the foup, the 
meat, and the pudding. Some abufe the 
helmfman ; others the fliipj and others the 
fea ; while all join in a cHorus of impreca- 
tions upon the wind. 

It has been, commonly, oblerved that 
failors have many prejudices and fuperfti- 
tions. They often prediil: a gale, from cir- 

cumilaaces which feem to bear no kind of 
8 
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connexion in the chain of caufe and cfFedt. 
The prejudice againft vvhiftiing, on board 
Ihip, appears to be univcrfal ; nor do I remem- 
ber ever to have heard a failor vvhiftle in any 
{hip ; beyond the common ‘whee-cWy xvhec-cw^ 
when he wants a breeze ; and palfengers are 
even called upon to pay a forfeit fhould they, 
however inadvertently, be heard to whiftle. 
The fuperftition refpcdling the (light of a 
bird, which they call mother Carey’s chicken, 
is peculiarly ftrong. This is a black ('mail 
bird with long wings, which flies fwiftly and 
very near the water. It only appears, they fay, 
in ftormy weather, and however temperate 
when the chicken is fcen, they always predi(3:, 
from its prefence, an approaching gale. The 
latter part of the obfervation we have but too 
often feen verified, for the prefence of mother 
Carey’s chicken, has, too frequently, been 
fucceeded by a violent ftorm : but in how far 
the fa£l of this bird appearing, only, in fuch 
weather may be corredt, we have had little op- 
portunity of judging. 

With pleafure I feel myfelf able to inform 
you that we have fome indications of having 
N 2 
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paflTed the Azores. The temperature of the 
atmol’phere is become very genial to our 
feelings, and, amidft all our tolfings and buf- 
fetings, we feem to have brought all-infpir- 
ing May clofc upon tlie heels of frigid Chrift- 
n)as. A conliderablc quantity of fca-weed 
appears floating upon the water, and this, the 
failors fay, is never feen to the north of the 
Wcllern Ifles, it being fuppofed to proceed 
from the gulf of Mexico, and not to be carried 
beyond thefc iflands. We are fleering more 
to the fouth than our dire£l: courfe ; but 
we are glad to make fonth'mg at the expence 
of a little wejlingy in the hope of beating out 
of the latitude of the tormenting gales, which 
have, almofl inccflantly,befet us, from the mo- 
ment of our departure from England : but I 
forget that I am tiring you with uninterefting 
details, and that you may think my letter is 
growing as tedious as the voyage. 


Adieu. 



LETTER XVIII. 


I^ord ShvJJit hl arrives at Barbailots^ Setting in of the trade 
wind. Striking change in the failing and working of the 
Jhip, Lord Sheffield falls in with No, 4. / ran/port y with 
a band of mtific on hoard — fpeaks a Spanilh vffel—aljoihc 
Britannia tranfport, Advantanes of be ing on board alViJl 
India ffip, Anthor adapts a prepnrai jr'; rtgimen to guard 
him againjl the effeBs of climaie, Lxclantation of one of 
the aitihoAs comrades y on being firjl attachtd with priekly 
heat,^^ Diflaat land viftble to jailors long before it is to 
others, Fir/l appearanee of Barbadoes, Lord Shffeldy 
happily^ prevented by the land breezcy from going into the 
harbour at night. Scenery on entering Carltfe Bay, 

Carlillc Bay, Feb. 13 

Rejoice with me and give thankvs! After 
all our perils and dangers we are, again, lafe 
at anchor, with terra firma in view ! How 
delightful an element — how cheering — how 
animating is the folid earth ! Even its groflTer 
part is now endeared to us, and we hail the 
heavy foil in cordial fympathy, almoft re- 
joicing that our very bodies belong to dull 
clay ! Daring nine long weeks had we been 
wandering, amidft a multitude of perils, upon 
the iickle waters, without once obtaining even 
N 3 



i 82 


the moll diftant view of land : but of this 
enough ! Let me not recall, to your mind, 
fccnes th;jt we arc endeavouring to forget. 
Throughout the laft fortnight the horrors of 
boifterous olil Ocean have been afluaged, and 
for two or three days, after writing my lall 
notes, we were nearly becalmed. The foam- 
ing Atlantic became fmooth and tranquil as 
the filh-pond of a pleafure ground; and, 
while reding in the mod genial temperature, 
we had, only, to lament the total abfence of 
that wind, which had long been fo frightfully 
abundant. This placid interval was occupied 
in making preparations for fair failing ; and 
Ihe captain flattered us with the hope of hav- 
ing palled the flormy latitudes. The top- 
gallant malls were fet — the royals and fleer- 
ing fails made ready — fifliing lines were 
thrown into the ftill fea— and an awning 
prepared for the quarter-deck ; all of vvhich 
were indications of Heady breezes, warm re- 
gions, and pleafant failing. Senlible that you 
will feel your lhare of complacency upon the 
occalion, I mull not neglefl to note the event 
of a moll joyous day — a day which will be 
held in gladnefs by our party, fo long aS re- 



turning years (hall continue to place before 
us the 25th of January. We were in lati- 
tude 27° 49', the thermometer at 6y“. The 
morning was mild ; the fea ftill and I'lnooth, 
as a lake ; all nature feemed hufhed in filence, 
and no wind could be felt. We rofe early, 
and enjoyed a fteady walk on the, now, quiet 
deck. The fun, protruding from the boforn 
of a tranquil ocean, fofily Hole above the 
horizon, and, fwelling into globular form, 
mildly, aflunied refulgent brightnefs, and 
fpread his genial rays around. From excefs 
of motion we had now lapfed into perfeft 
reft. We contemplated the change with ac’- 
miration and delight: yet wifhed enough of 
wind to carry us on our voyage. The ti- 
monecr left the helm ; and the (hip remained 
immoveable upon the water. Calling our 
eyes over the lilver furfacc of the fea, to be- 
hold the beauteous rifing of the fun, we of- 
fered afpirations that fierce Enrus, in the pla- 
cid humour of milder Zephyr, might follow 
in his train. Tw o ftrange vefiels’ were ob- 
ferved to be in fight — a brig and a fchooiie'. 
The former was directly in our wake, and 
vievving this, amidft: the univerfal . ftillnefs 
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that prevailed, we obferved, with furprife, 
that flie was moving, towards us, with full 
fails. At this moment the fky darkened ; the 
thermometer fell to 64; a gentle rippling 
fpread, lightly, over the ftill furface of the 
water j and, almoft imperceptibly, brought 

113 _ a favorable breeze ! It was from 

the north-ea(l ; and fo foft and fleady that 
fcarcely did we feel the velfcl in motion, ere 
we were advancing at the rate of five knots 
an hour ! What we had fo long and anxioiifly 
fought, was now arrived, and wc moft cor- 
dially hailed - - the trade ivind I The 

failors announced it in loud greetings : need 
I fay that wc partook in their livelieft joy ! 
You will readily conceive, without expeding 
me to deferibe, our feelings upon the occafion. 
Never was a happier moment ! All fenfe of 
our long fufferings vaniihed, and wc were in 
perfed raptures on this glad event. Indeed 
we had much caufc to think ourfclvcs for- 
tunate on being falutcd by the favoring 
trades, in their very earlicft latitude. This 
was a mol][ grateful period of our paflage, 
and, together with the weather we have fmee 
experienced, has, in feme degree, compen- 
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fated former evils. The temperature grew 
cooler than it had been during the few days 
of calm. The breeze frcfliened, and all hands 
were bulily occupied in preparing and fetting 
all poflible fail, to obtain the full benefit of 
this great and conftant trader’s friend. Quickly 
new canvafs ftretched from every point of the 
malls ar.d yards, and the flrip, winged with 
five additional fails, widely fpread her ex- 
panded pinions to embrace the breeze. What 
a ciiangc ! tranlportcd, at once, from the perils 
of levcro tempeft, to the fineft, fmootheft 
lailing ! During feven tedious weeks we had 
not known the wind from the point we 
wilhcd j and we had been perpetually befet 
with all the clangers of raging llorm. Now, 
tlie breeze was all w'C could defirc ! Sicknefs, 
and other uneafy feelings w'ere difperfed ; we 
cxcrciied, freely, upon the deck j and failed on 
our pafi'age, ahnoft without perceiving the 
vcfi'cl move ! So rapid, indeed, was our pro- 
grefs, that the Ihip feemed to feel no refin- 
ance, but to fly, uninterrupted, through the 
water ! 


The crowded fails now remained night 
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and day. No change : no new arrangement 
— occafional bracing, only, was required ! 
Wc flood before the wind, and in all the de- 
light of fair weather, and fine failing, made 
from i 6 o to 200 knots within the Tailor’s 
day — from noon to noon. In fuch Teas, and 
with fuch a wiu'd, the fbip’s company might 
have flept ; leaving the helmfman only, to 
fleer the veflel’s courfe. The delay, the dif- 
ficulties and dangers we had met with, ferved 
but to augment the value of the ever-con- 
ftant trades, and to render them even more 
enchanting than we had hoped. The ftcadi- 
nefs of this friendly breeze, and its certainty 
of duration, likewife enhanced its charms. 
So truly delightful did we find it, and fo 
picafant were the wide ocean, and the wea- 
ther, that, had not former ficknels, with the 
torment of repeated gales, already confirmed 
xny abhorrence of the fca, I know not but I 
might have been led into the belief that dif- 
comfort and a failor’s life were not ftridly 
fynonimous ! 

It were wrong to adulterate thefe happy 
tidings-— or to chet^uer this letter with any 
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circumftance not perfeftly in unlfbn with the 
joy we felt on meeting our excellent friends 
the trades. I, therefore, referve fome de- 
tached occurrences of : he voyage for my next 
letter, in or;ier not to interrupt the harmony 
of this ; which 1 wifli to conclude, as it be- 
gan, with happily terminating the voyage. 

In the courfe of our paflage, we fell in, 
occafionaliy, with ftragglers of our unfortu- 
nate ylrmada^ and remained in company with 
them, until we were .again feparated by a 
ftorm, a thick fog, or the night. A few days 
before we reached Carlifle-bay,w^e were joined 
by No. 4. tranfport, with troops, and a band 
of mufic on hoard. This was a happy ren- 
contre, and afforded us a moft pleating no- 
velty. The day had been fine ; the evening 
was mild and dear; and gentle Cynthia, with 
her filver beams, feemed to aid the general 
ililliKls that prevailed. Every thing confpired 
in favor of the mufic, and the notes of the 
various inftruments, coming to us acrofs the 
water, were fo fweetly foft and melodious as 
to convey the idea of celeftial harmony. We 
liftened in raptures, and, feeling (juite cn- 
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chanted with her delightful founds, we hoped 
to continue in the fociety of our new com- 
panion, during the remainder of the voyage : 
but the night concealed us from each other, 
and, when Aurora again opened the gates of 
the call, wc perceived, with ftrong regret, 
that we had, already, to lament our harmonic 
alfociatc. 

When any ftrange vcfll-l appeared in 
fight, it, commonly, excited foine apprehen- 
fion, from our being alone, and badly armed ; 
but, fortunately, tlie wide ocean feemed to be 
the path, only, of friends. In latitude 37 we 
deferied a foicign lail, but we quickly difeo- 
vered that Ihe was not of warlike afpedl, 
and, therefore, were dchrous of fpeaking her, 
in the hope of afeertaining our longitude. 
On approaching her, for this purpofe, we 
hoided our enlign as a lignal ; to which flie 
replied by a white flag, with a red ftripe, im- 
plying that (he belonged to Spain. We were 
ploafed to find her an ally ; and, employing 
a Portuguefe, whom we chanced to have on 
board, to hail her, we difeovered that flic was 
from the Havannah, bound to Malaga} but 



this was all the information we could obtain* 
for, unluckily, our Portuguefe failor was not 
able to render his queftions, concerning the 
longitude, intelligible to the Spaniards. 

On the morning of the day before we 
made the land, wc fpake the Britannia tranf- 
port, and learned that, during the preceding 
night, fl\e had been boarded by a floop of 
war — one of the Barbadoes crul/.ers, and had 
received information that flie was within fixty 
leagues of the ifiand. This intelligence was 
peculiarly opportune, as we vjere in no cer- 
tainty regarding our longitude, and mull have 
proceeded in fear, during the night, or have 
created further delay by fhortening fail. 

It was a great advantage to us being on 
board a Well India trader, for the (hips built 
for this fervice, being intended for a hot cli- 
mate, are conftruded with much attention to 
the comfort and accommodation of paflen- 
gers, and have all the conveniences of ports, 
fcuttle-holes, window-blinds, awnings, &c. ; 
from the want of which, many of the trans- 
ports were, diftrclfingly, clofe and oppreffive. 



As foot! as we had entered the trades, our 
ports and fcuttles were heat open, and wc 
had a free circulation of air, through the ca- 
bin, night and day. The windows were 
likewife opened ; and, as we failed before the 
•wind, the V epetian blinds admitted the breeze, 
while they excluded the rays of the fun. 
From thefe means we were kept pleafantly 
cool, below ; and, when upon deck, we were 
proteded by a canvafs awning, under which 
we had a (haded walk, ventilated by a free 
current of air. Having feveral bathing tubs, 
on board, wc had, likewife, the comfort— the 
luxury I might fiy, of plunging into fea- 
w'ater every morning ; and, in order not to 
meet the torrefadion of thefe burning re- 
gions, with all the rigid fibre, and ftrong 
vafcular adion of Europe, I have adopted 
the plan of ufing a very abftemious diet, and 
have lubmitted to a Ihort preparatory courfe 
of medicine. My comrades finile at the pre- 
caution, but, although doctors may difagreCy 
I (hall hope, on fome future day, to exhibit, 
to you, the good effeds of this early difei- 
pUne. Wine, ’tis faid by many, will counter-' 
a& the heat of the climate. Let thofe take 



it who think fo— my faculties have not yet 
enabled me to comprehend the ingenious 
dodrine which would employ fire to extin- 
guifli heat — nor has my fagacity .taught me 
how to quench a flame by the addition of 
oil, or azther ! 

Many days previous to our arrival in 
Carlifle bay, the increafe of temperature had 
brouglit out upon our Ikins that troublefome 
eruption ca’lcd prickly heat. Our bodies were 
covered with it, and the irritation and itch- 
ing it occafioned were intolerable. Our com- 
panion, Dr. Cleghorn, being an early fuflerer 
from it,' demanded of thofe who had been 
accuftomed to the Weft Indies, how long his 
ikin was to be thus tormented ? So long, 
good doctor, as you remain in health, was 
the reply ! Upon which, with additional rub- 
bing and fcratching, the dodlor jocofely, al- 
though fomewhat impatiently exclaimed, in 
the accent of his country, “ Faith captain, 
and would you carry us into never-ceafing 
torment? ’Bout Ihip and tack for England 
immediately.” 
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On the morning of the loth inftant 
the boatfwain defcrled the higheft points of 
Barbadoc's, when landi land I was inftantly 
echoed throughout the fhip, to the great joy 
of all on board ; and to the boatfwain’s pro- 
fit, who, being the firft that founded the 
glad tidings, became entitled to the cuftom- 
ary fee of a bottle of rum, or brandy. It 
required the eye of a failor to diflinguifli the 
all-delighting terra firma, amidft the clouds : 
the pafTcngcrs looked, and looked in vain ! a 
nearer approach of yet fome leagues, was ne- 
ceflary, to render it vifible to the eye of a 
laudfman, and when we, at length, difeerned 
it, the earth appeared, only, as the mOre fixed 
of the clouds— forming a dark ftreak a little 
above the horizon. This ftreak grew, gra- 
dually, more and more diftind, till, breaking 
as we advanced, it became unequal, and afi* 
fumed the form of mountains ; and, at length, 
the appearance of land. Soon we difeovered 
it to be the northern point of the ifland of 
Barbadoes ; but Carlifle-bay is to the fouth : 
we had, therefore, to coaft round nearly 
half the extent of the ifland, before we could 



reach the harbour. This delay afForded us a 
good opportunity of viewing the ifland. We 
flood near in, and could obferve, diftindlly, 
the objedts on fliore. ' I took my feat upon 
deck, and with an anxious eye, aided by the 
telefcope, minutely, examined every thing 
we paffed. -The mind, ever adlive, generally 
forms to itfelf fome image of the things we 
hear fpoken of, before any opportunity oc- 
curs of feeing them. Often the pidlure is 
very incorredt and extravagant; but, upon 
the prefent occafion, I was pleafed to find that 
I had formed to myfelf a- tolerably accurate 
copy of the Weft Indies, from the deferip- 
tions I had heard and read. In particular the 
appearance of the fields, and of the flaves, 
labouring with the whip at their backs, had 
been painted, very corredlly, in my imagina- 
tion ; for, I now faw them, in reality, what 
my mind had long reprefented them. 

Our coafting view of the ifland was not > 
the moft favorable ; for a nakednefs, which 
Barbadoes does not poflefs, appeared to pre- 
vail ; nor did the general verdure feem to 
equal our expe^ation: houfes, huts, wihd- 
vot. I. o 
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-mills, and fugar-works, although plentifully 
diftributed, in patches, about the ifland, did 
not prefent the fcenery, nor the air of rich- 
nfefs And comfort we had expedied. There 
feemed to be a want of inclofures, and a 
deficiency of trees and hedges. The build- 
ings looked bare and. expofed, and there was 
a want of that protedling fliade, for the cattle-, 
which our feelings had deemed requifitc in 
fuch a climate. The houfes, devoid of orna- 
ment, and without chimnies, conveyed the 
idea of barns : nor could we aflbeiate them 
in the pidture of wealth and abundance which 
had been called up in our minds. \Vc la- 
mented that the numerous windmills, houfes, 
and other buildings we faw, were not more 
protedted by the deep flrading foliage of tro- 
pical vegetation. Had a variety of trees been 
interfperfed, or had the branching filk-cot- 
ton, or ftately mountain-cabbage, contributed 
their fhelter, the appearance of comfort had 
been preferved, and the pidturefque effedl 
rendered more ftriking. The land is con- 
fiderably varied, being hilly and unequal ; 
.and from the general view, in failing along 
(t^e fioaft, it appears to rife into two or three 
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diftiuft tables, which elevate themfelves ab- 
ruptly, one above another. 

We made the entrance of the harbour, 
juft as the fun was linking into his watery 
bed, for the night; and it was in debate whe- 
ther we could fetch in before it grew dark, 
when it was fuddenly decided againft us, by 
the wind Ihifting and coming round directly 
a-bead. This we learned was the land breeze. 
In thefe regions the trade-wind blows from 
the fea, during the day ; but this commonly 
fubfides, as the fun goes down, and a contrary 
breeze fets in, from the land, which continues 
to blow throughout the night. 

Being prevented from coming to anchor, 
vpe flood off and on, at the harbour’s mouth, 
until morning, when we difeovered that we 
had no caufe of regret in this additional de- 
lay ; for all the beauties of Carlifle-bay were, 
now, exhibited to us— not only under the 
Hill light of the morning, but brightened by 
the golden rays of a rifmg fun. Had we. 
gone in at night, we muft have loft a moft 
enchanting profpe^ ; and the lofs had been 
o a 
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irremediable, for, after the eye had been ac- 
cuftomed to the rich foliage, the houfes, the 
towns, the fields, and all the peculiarity of 
tropical feenery, the impreffion we now felt 
could never have been excited. The mind 
was, at' this moment, in a ftate to enjoy them : 
the novelty was great, and every object ftrik- 
ing. We had been long at fca, and the 
eye fought, eagerly, the fhore. Land was 
anxiouily defired : the view of it opened to 
us very favorably j and, from all the various 
circumftances confpiring to its improvement, 
the proCpe«ft was rendered more delightful 
than it could have been at any other period. 

The harbour is a fine open bay, the 
whole of which, with its varied fliorcs, were 
before the eye : many fliips were riding at 
anchor, and a multitude of boats and fmall 
veflels were failing and rowing to and fro. 
The two points of land, at the entrance, ferve 
as a defence ; while they augment the beauty 
pf the harbour. On one of them appears a 
formidable battery, together with an exten- 
iive barrack for troops : on the other is a fine 
^rove of mountain cabbage^ and coco nut 
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trees. Through the (hipping at the bottom 
of the bay, are feen numbers of neat cot- 
tages ; among which are interfperfed va- 
rious tropical trees, affording the protecting 
(lielter of their umbrageous fummits. On 
the fouth-weft (hore ftands Bridge-town, the 
capital of the ifland ; and on the north-eaft, 
upon high ground, is a new and handfome 
quadrangle of (tone barracks, with the mili- 
tary hofpital and other buildings of St. Anne’s 
Hill. Nor is the profped confined to thefe 
limits. It extends ftill wider, and in addition 
to the water, the fliipping, and the numerous 
other objects, immediately before the eye, 
the back ground, beyond the bay, and above 
the town, forms a rich and extenfive land- 
fcape. The land is feen above the houfes, 
the trees, and the topmafts of the (hips, rifing 
to a great diftance, clothed in all the richnefs 
of its tropical' apparel. Verdant fields of 
fugar, of coffee, and of cotton ; fine groves, 
dark with luxuriant foliage ; country villas ; 
clufters of negro huts, windmills, and fugar- 
works, all prefent themfelves to diverfify 
- and enliven the picture. Such was the feene 
that appeared before us as we failed into 
o 3 



Carlifle-bajr. You, vrhofe idol is nature, in 
all her forms, will feel a friendlhip for the 
evening land-breeze which fo happily length- 
ened a voyage, before too long. 


Adieu. 
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LETTER XIX. 

CtTctno/iy of cleaning and painting Wtjl Lidia Jhips. Feelings 
of failors rcfpeBing the failing of their vejfels. Tobacco an 
univerfal cordial among failors. Specimen of oeconomy in a 
young tar. Negro (economy. Bapti final ceremony on crof 

fing the tropic. Author and his comrades •work at the cap» 
fan. Afi accident happens to Dr. Cleghorn. Harpoons 
and other inflruments prepared for frihing ffb. Peculiar 

habit of porpoifes. Sharks ^ dolphins^ and flying fiflj ufed as 

food. Stupidity of the Shark. Splendid appearance of a Jhoal 
of dolphins. Remarks upon the flruclure^ and motion of 
the wings of the flying flflj. Small flying flflj an indication 
of approaching the land. Temperature of the •water of the 

Atlantic. Lights produced by the Jhip at night. Small 
rainbows upon the furface of the ocean. Appearance of the 
fun and moon at Jea^ within the tropics. IV efl India 

fly. Evening clouds. 


Barbacloes, Fcb.y 

Previous to our coming into harbour, 
from our late voyage, the fhip’s company 
was, for feveral days, bufily occupied in clean- 
ing, painting, and adorning the veffel ; and 
we learned that it is a general cuftom to 
drels the Weft India fhips in a new jacket, 
during the fteady failing of running down the 
trades, in order that they may appear clean, 
o 4 
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and in the beft condition, while remaining in 
the iiarbours of the iflands and that in this 
the Tailors have a degree of pride, which excites 
a general fpirit of emulation — every captain 
wifhing to render his veffel the obje£l of at- 
tradtion and admiration. In confequence of 
this cuftom the Well India harbours become 
quite a drawing room of fine drcfled mer- 
chantmen. Here each Ihip exhibits her bed 
ajpparel, and vying with the others, holds 
out her lures to catch the eye of every 
beholder. The decoration is univerfal. From 
head to ftern, not a plank, a mail, a yard, nor 
fcarcely a rope efcapes ; each receives a full- 
drels coat of paint, or is made new with a 
black varnilh of tar. The painting of the more 
prominent parts of our flup being completed, 
the progrefs of cleaning, and new-drelfing 
was extended to fuch minutiae as to become 
Very highly ridiculous. A painting mania 
feemed to have feized the whole crew, and 
every one was up to his elbows in greafe, tar, 
^nd paint. The capdan — the quarter-boards 
—the binocles — ^the hen-koops — every thing 
around us was bedaubed. The cannon — the 
hand-fpikes — the capdan bars — the barrels 
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— the buckets— the very handle of the pump 
— all were painted — all put into one uniform 
of black and yellow. Not an iron ring, a bolr, 
nor a nail was ne:>jle£led — not even the cannon 
balls efcaped — and, that nothing IhouU be 
omitted, the inner furfaceof the water buckets, 
regardlefij of health, were drelfed with their 
poifonous coating. Never was lyllcm more 
univerfally obferved ; nor idle excels ren- 
dered more confpicuous. Nor an incli, nor an 
atom, but appeared in Lord Sliciiield’s livery • 
black and yellow prevailed from the f.i^iieft 
point of the mails, down to the very water’s 
edge. Nothing can convey to you a ftronger 
idea of the fine Heady falling, in a trade wind, 
than to know that the outer part of the Ihip 
is painted at fea, by men hanging in ropes, at 
her fides, while Ihc is proceeding with full 
fails, on her pafiage. 

The failors have another, and yet llronger 
pride, which refpedts the failing of their vef- 
fel : like every man’s horfe, — every failor’s 
ihip is the bejl in the voorldy — every captain 
commands the quickeft failing vefTel of the 
fleet ; and be would ceafe tO merit the honor 
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of a jacket, who could be brought to acknow- 
ledge, however true it might be, that his (hip 
was a bad failor ; for, however manifeft this 
fliall appear, an excul’e is never wanting. 
She is in bad trim — fhe is too much aftern 
— ^too much ahead — is too deep — too light 
—the breeze is not from her point— £he fails 
beft upon a wind — beforethe wind — Ihe makes 
belt way in a gale — in a light breeze : fo 
that be the weather, and the attendant circum- 
ftanccs whatever they may, here is a Jide-wind 
for each of them ; and a fon of the ocean is 
always e:tpert enough to appropriate them in 
favor of his veflel, fo as to guard her, at 
every point, againll the imputation of being 
a dull failor. It happened that our Ihip was 
found not to advance ih proportion to the 
breeze ; it was, therefore, deemed expedient to 
give her a new raain-top-gallant maft; and this 
was put up, in the night time, with as much 
fecrccy as if the failure of the whole expe- 
dition had hung upon its difclofure. We, af- 
terwards, difeovered that it was done, in the 
dark, not to conceal it from the palfengers, 
only, but from the Ihip’s company of a veflel, 
which happened, then, to be failing near us ^ 
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and with which the Lord Sheffield was, fc- 
cretly, vying in her progrefs. 

Among other circumftanccs, perhaps as 
little worth noting, but which amufed an 
idle moment upon the pafl'age, was a re- 
markable inftance of ccconomy, which wo 
obferved in a young Scottifh Tailor. The 
tars have, univerfally, a fondnefs for tobacco; 
to deprive them of food — of drink — nay, even 
of their loved grog, is not fo diflreffing to 
them, as to debar them of their cud. To thofe 
who are acquainted with the properties of this 
plant, and with the habits ot the Turks refpedi- 
ing opium, this will not feem wonderful ; for 
its effeds being thofe of a ftrong cordial, they, 
who frequently ufe it, will neccflarily feel a. 
great degree of languor from being deprived 
of it. From the unufual length to which the 
paflage was extended, our failors’ flock of to- 
bacco had become exhaufled before they 
reached Barbadoes. They, confequently, fuf- 
fered depreffion of fpirits, reflleffnefs, languor, 
and all the ufual indications of debility. They 
felt, feverely, the abflradion of their accuf- 
comed cordialr—and would have fubmitted to 
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many facrificeS to have obtained it. At this 
moment of diftrefs and want, the wary Sandy 
Cameron opened his (lore, and, in the general 
eagernefs to procure it, retailed tobacco to 
his meflTmates at an enormous profit. Some 
pawned their fhocs, fome their fliirts, fome 
their jackets: fome gave their food, fome 
their grog — every thing was devoted to pur- 
chafe this filthy herb. Sandy became a per- 
fe£t niarchand de tabac — and was, thereby, 
enabled to accumulate clothes and property 
to no trifling amount. Four ounces of to- 
bacco were given for a jacket valued at feven 
or eight (hillings — other articles of ufe or ap- 
parel were bartered at a fimilar rate j but, from 
fome accident, it was, at length, difeovered 
that young Cameron’s ftore was, moftly, the 
produce of a very filthy piece of oeconomy ; 
Sandy having colleded it, by picking up the 
old cuds of his mefimates, during the paflfage 
— which he had dried and preferved for fu- 
ture life : fo that the failors were now paying 
extravagantly, for the privilege of again fuck- 
ing, what had already been between their teeth. 


This dirty occurrence happening on 
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board led the captain to mentioti a habit, 
fometimes pradtifed among the negroes in 
the Weft Indies, which is not lefs diftin- 
guifticd for its filthinefs and oeconomy. The 
blacks, both men and women, are very fond 
of rum, and fometimes, when they can only 
procure a Angle dram, .the wife, as a mark of 
tcndcrncfs and attachment, fatisiies herfelf 
by warming her mouth with it, and, affec- 
tionately, employs that as a glafs for convey- 
ing the rum to her hufband ; who receives it, 
from her, in due kindnefs, beak to beak, as 
pigeons feed their young ; and thus, with ex- 
traordinary ceconomy,the fmgle dram is made 
to ferve both man and wife ; and fometimes 
it is, even, faid to go through the mouths of 
the whole family. 

A day or two after we had entered into 
the latitude of the trade-wind, we had to crofs 
the tropic ; which was an occafton of great 
mirth and feftivity. The ufual ceremonies 
w'ere performed — the ufual honors paid to 
old Neptune, and all was holiday. tIic great 
deity of the ocean, accompanied by his queen- 
rib of the waters, afeended from the deep, 
6 
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In order to welcome us to his tropical abode, 
-and to witnefs the bapufrn of fuch of his 
children who had not, already, done homage 
at his font. This is a ceremony which is, 
commonly, thought to be ludicrous : but, in 
the way it is condudlcd by the rough tars, it 
becomes a very dirty and fevere procefs. It 
is extended to every perl'on on board, who 
has not, before, been within the tropics, vary- 
ing only in its mode of application, and in 
its feve.ities. 

The old failors arc careful to difeover, in 
the courl’e of the palTage, which of their meflf- 
mates have no: undergone thedifeiplineof this 
tropical haptilrn ; and on this day, all who are 
marked for the ceremony, are led upon deck, 
one by one, blindfolded. In this ftate the 
young failor is made to feat himfelf upon a 
fmall narrow plank, laid acrofs a large tub of 
fait water, or upon the edge of the tub itfelf, 
and, in this perilous fituation, they adminifter 
to him a long and ridiculous oath ; then 
'offer him a glafa of gin, by way of cordial, 
which he is compelled to drink, and finds it 
to be only a glafs of fait water. Tl\ey, then, 



fmear his face with a nafty compound of 
greafe, tar, and ftinking oil, taking care in 
the operation, to force fonie of it into his 
mouth. The next ftep is to fliave this off, 
and the razor employed, for this purpofc, is 
commonly a piece of an old iron hoop, beat 
full of notches. The filth being in part 
feraped from his chin, with this rough inftru- 
ment, the baptifmal procefs is completed by 
the plank, upon which he is feated, being 
4'iiddcnly withdrawn, and the young initiated 
plunged head and ears into the tub of water ; 
where he is made to lie kicking and fprawl- 
Ing for a coniiderable time ; after which he is 
permitted to rife from his briny birth ; when, 
his eyes arc unveiled — he waflics his coun- 
tenance, and ifl'ues forth a privileged fon of 
old Neptune — -free to range in tlic trojrical 
Teas. If he contends, or oflers any rcfiflaiice, 
he is treated with three or four dippings, in- 
ftead of one ; he, therefore, finds it heft not 
be refractory, and fmothers his wrath in the 
fecret pleafure of witnefling a fimilar procefs 
impofed upon the reft of his mclTmates. 
livery one, whether Tailor or landfinan, is 
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caller* ; ' to undergo this chrlftenlng cC-* 
jrcnfto; ' •, rhe tafkT of initiation. 

A;; jiafTf-tgcrs we were honored with a 
vifit from tut! er Neptune and his fpoufe, to 
welcoH'.c O'; to their tropical dwelling, and to 
aftnouncc to ns the propriety and neceffity 
of the haptilhial vowr Inii we compromifed 
the difeipline of dippin:: .ind dsaving, by of- 
fering the tribute of a i< w gallons of rum ; 
and petitioning tl;c l''^'lutcous Amphitrite 
to intercede in our behalf. Ncvertlielcfs, w'C 
were taught that it would be prudent to rc- 
.main, quietly, in the cabin, during this briny 
chriflening of the failors. 

The fervants w-erc led by curlofity to 
vifit the deck, hoping to witnefs the ceremony 
without becoming, thcmfclves, the objcrJfs of 
it : but they were fpeedily prefented with a 
complete wafting of fea-w'ater, and obliged 
to beat a hafty retreat, in order to efcape the 
ftaving : one of them, who was a great cox- 
comb in his drefs, grew violently enraged, 
and felt highly indignant that the failors 
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Ihould dare to vret and fpoil his clothes ; and 
in his anger he ran down below. to arm him- 
felf with a fword, then returning upon deck, 
fwore that he would run the firft man through 
the body, who fliould throw water upon him, 
again : but fcarcely had he faid the words, 
and brandiflied his fabre, before feverafbuckets 
of water were dalhed upon his head and 
fhoulders, by fome failors who had placed 
thcmfelves in the main-top. The poor man 
ftorined violently, fwore, ftamped, and vowed 
vengeance. The failors, laughing ft his im- 
potent rage, continued to pour down bucket 
after bucket. He was unable to climb up 
the flirouds ; and they diverted themfelves at 
his wrath and diftrefs, until, at length, feeing 
that they defied all his threats, he again re- 
turned to the cabin, loading them with impre- 
cations, and, loudly, vowing vengeance, un- 
mindful that his beft remedy was to change his 
clothes, wipe himfelf dry, and let his choler 
fubfide. Cuftom is abfolute, and, in the 
hands of fuch hardy minifters, it were folly to . 
oppofe its defpotic government. 

VOL. 1. P 
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After reaching the latitude of the trade 
wind we pafled very little of our time in the 
cabin ; nor, throughout the whole paflage, did 
we negledt to take our exercife upon deck, 
whenever the weather would permit ;occarion- 
■ally alfo in order to divert the fad indolence of 
our inadlive life, we gave afiillance at the cap- 
ftan, or in working the pump, or pulling the 
ropes j but one of tlicfe moments of iiiduftry 
had nearly coft Dr. Cleghorn his life. A large 
block, expol'cd tocxcclfive purchafe in getting 
up one of the mails, broke from its rope as 
w^e were heaving at the capftan bars, and, 
flying to a great lieight with violent rapidity, 
ftruck the dodlor on the head in its fall. 
Happily he was not within the circle of its full 
force, or, beyondall doubt, he had been killed 
on the I’pot. Moderate as it w'as, the blow- 
being received from only the edge of the block, 
in its fall to the deck, it rendered him infenfible 
for fome time, and cut an alarming wound 
tlu'ough the integuments quite to the bone. 
On recovering from the comatofe ftatc, which 
had followed the blow, he had no knowledge 
how the accident had happened j and when the 
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broken block was prefented to him he was 
ftruck with furprize at his efcape. The 
wound has fince healed kindly, and the doc- 
tor fufFers, from it, no other inconvenience 
than, like poor Patrick, wearing, in his fore- 
head, an honorable and warlike fear. 

During our fine tropical failing we were 
frequently amufed in obferving the immenfe 
fhoals of porpoifes, dolphins, and flying fifli, 
which, from time to time, aflembled about the 
fliip. The frightful {hark and fpouting gram- 
pus alfq made us frequent vifits. 

Harpoons and other infiruments, called 
gigs, or grains, were prepared for the purpofe 
of taking thefe inhabitants of the ocean. 
They are formidable Weapons of iron, made 
with barbed points, and at the time of ufing 
them, a wooden handle, loaded with lead, is 
affixed to them, together with a long cord ; 
and they are flruck into the animal while he 
is fwimming at the fide of the fhip. If they 
penetrate beyond the barb he is unable to free 
himfelf from the inftrument, and is turned 
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upon his back, by the weight of the lead in 
the handle,, and confequently has no power 
to efcape. Often the iron points are bent dou- 
ble without entering the animal ; and fome- 
liraes they are thfown out by his ftruggles, 
from not having penetrated deep enough, and 
leave him to efcape with his wound. This 
we faw happen to a large porpoife while he 
was fwimming amidfl a (hoal of his fpecics fo 
numerous as to darken the fea ; when, inllant- 
ly,' every individual of them abandoned the 
(hip, not to proted or con foie their wounded 
brother, but, according to the unfriendjy habit 
of thefe hideous and rapacious animals, to 
purfue him as their prey. The flying fifti, 
the (hark, and the dolphin, arc all ufed, by the 
Tailors, as food. The ihark is a mod: dupid 
animal — unlike other fifties he difregards be- 
ing iecn, and flics not from people who appear 
before him, nor is intimidated at things fal- 
ling near to him, or even upon him in the 
water. Docs this arife from a deficiency of 
nervous fenfibllity, or from a confcioufnefs 
that he is armed againft the ohjeds he com- 
monly meets ? 3y throwing out to him oc- 
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caflo nally a piece of fat pork, he mfty he in- 
duced to continue, at the f.de of the fhip* 
while a rope, let down into the water, is paf- 
fed over his head, and drawn tight found his 
body in order to take him a'ive, and if it hap- 
pens to flip off, he is flupid enough to re- 
main until it is fixed a Tecond time. We 
caught a very large one in this manner ; and 
alfo took a fmaller one with the hook, which 
the failors confumed as delicate food. 

The flioals of dolphins are often fo im- 
menfe as to convert the fea into a kind of rich 
and dazzling mine, in which the lively inter- 
changes of colour out-rival all the fplendour 
of brilliants and gold. 

The novelty of immenfe multitudes of 
iifli darting from the fea and taking wing in 
the air, you will believe attracted our attention. 
To fpeak of fifhes flying might feem to be a 
traveller’s tale ; we were, therefore, led to a 
minute invcftigation of the fail. We watched 
them with a fceptical eye, and, at many dit- 
ferent times, before we admitted even the 
evidence of our fcnfes. It appeared polfible 
P 3' 
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that their fliort flight might be the effe£l of a 
Angle mufcular effort, fupported by the expan- 
fion of long membranous fins ; and this opini- 
onbecamc ftrengthencd from obfcrving them, 
occafionally, touch t!ie water, as if to gain new 
force from its refinance, and then rife again, 
and fly as far as before. But, upon regarding 
them with Arid attention, we obferved their 
wings employed, like thofe of birds, in flut- 
tering motion as they flew. Wc faw them 
change tlieir courfc, from a dired line ; we 
perceived them rife and fall in their flight, 
to furmount the waves they met, and re- 
marked that they often continued their pro- 
grefs to the diflance of two or three hundred 
yards, w-ithout touching the w’ater : at length 
two or three of them flew on board the fliip, 
and, ftriking againft the marts, fell dead upon 
the deck ; this afforded us an opportunity of 
fatisfying our doubts ; and after very minutely 
examining their external form, we further 
aflfured ourfclves, by carefully dilfeding them ; 
and we have now no hefltation in faying 
that fifhes ----- fiy ! The wings are 
very long, ; ariflng from behind the gills, 
they lie folded at the fldes nearly the whole 
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length of the fifli, being formed of feveral 
fine cartilages, and a thin <ranrparent mem- 
brane net unlike the wing of a bat. At the 
infertlon, near the gills, they are narrow, 
but become confulcrably wider towards their 
extremities. When ufed in flying they 
are raifed from the fide, and expand- 
ed, by the cartilages feparating from each 
other, and ftretching out the mcinbraije which 
covers them. They are not con nedted with 
the body by extenfive mufcular infertions ; but 
are united by a ligamentous membrane. Two 
fmall mufcles pal's into each wing, terminating 
in ftrong ligaments. Thefc ferve to give 
them the command of the wing, but are not 
calculated to fupport long and powerful ac- 
tion. The fifh is about the fizc of a herring. 
'Iliey are caught, in great numbers, near Bar- 
badoes, where they arc pickled, and faked, and 
ufed as a very common food. 

The day before wc made the land we 
met with llidals of flying filh of much finallcr 
lize than thofc wc had commonly feen — not 
larger, indeed, than fprats. On rifing out of 
the water, in large bodies at a time, they caufed 

P4 
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a found like the fp1a(hing of rain, which being 
heard by the caplin, .he inftantly exclaimed 
Ha I bravo! land, land! here are the little 
“ fpiajbers, we cant be far from the land — 
This finall race of flying filh, it Teems, is never 
oblcrved at any great diftance from the ftiore, 
nor in the dci per parts of the Atlantic : where- 
fore their appearance is alTumed as a fure 
prognoftic of a fpeedy approach to the land. 

We obferved upon the pafTage, that after 
the great heat of the day, the water of the At- 
lantic was fomewhai warmer than the circum- 
ambient air. In latitude 14”, at 10 o’clock 
at night, the thermometer Hood at 72.1, and 
upon being put into a bucket of frefh-drawn 
fea water it rofe to 73. 

Like all young failors we felt our atten- 
tion ftrongly attrafted by the phenomenon of 
the lights produced in the fea, at night, from 
the fhip beating her way through the water. 
We often witneflTed them in a very ftriking 
degree, and were, frequently, led to the fore- 
part of the fhip to view them in their brighteft 
fpljBodour; for, there, the fhip appeared to be 
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failing through liquid flames. On every fide 
the lights were vivid and beautiful, hut at the 
forecaftle we faw the pitchings and plunges 
of the veflfel ftrike out wide flathes, refom- 
bling (heets of fire. The great noife at the 
head of the fliip, likewife added to the etfeO:, 
and it required very little help of the ima- 
gination to create a belief that we, adually, 
heard the fparks and crackling of more de- 
ftruftive flames. At the ftern thefc lights ap- 
pear as if they ppurcd from the veflTel in bright 
ftreams of fire, extending to a.confiderable 
diflance in her wake. 

We drew up. buckets of water, occafion- 
ally, to the deck, and found that by agitating 
it, either with the hand or a piece of wood, we 
could excite the fame luminous .appearance: 
but, after difturbing it for a Ihort time, this 
effe£t ceafed ; and no degree of agitation was 
fulficient to renew it in the fame water. You 
know the various theories and fpeculations 
which have been offered in explanation of 
this phenomenon, I need not, therefore, fwell 
my letter by repeating them. 
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The beautiful appearance of the iris reft- 
ing in a number of fmall circles upon the fur- 
face of the ocean, alfo frequently attraded 
our notice. Thefe were only feen near the 
Ihip, and it will occur to you that they 
arole from the minute particles of water, beat 
off by the velfel, dividing the rays of light, 
and caufing them to fall upon the fea in the 
form of rich and diftind rainbows. They 
are often extremely brilliant, and arc feen, 
as it were, lying in numbers upon the 
water. 

The very beautiful rifing and fetting of 
the fun and the moon were the frequent 
and admired fubjeds of our contemplation. 
Viewed from a Weft India fea, the furface of 
thefe orbs does not appear, like a mere plane 
fixed in the heavens, as in Europe, but their 
convexity, and globular form are feen very 
diftindly. When rifing they appear as de- 
tached globes protruding from the deep : at 
fetting they refemble diftind fpheres finking, 
or rather dropping, divefted of their rays, 
into the ocean. 
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The moon is brighter than in England, 
and reflc£ls a clearer light. When only a 
few days old the whole orb is vifible — not 
decked in uniform brightnefs, as when it is 
at the full, but with the great body in fliade, 
w'hile the horned edge, alone, is drclTcd in 
filver. 

The appearance of the weftern Iky was 
likewife an object of novelty to us. By day 
the whole canopy is one fine azure expanfe, 
bright and unclouded ; but, at evening, dark 
mountainous clouds accumulate, and, gather- 
ing into deep heavy malTcs, impend in awful 
majefty of form over the horizon. 
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LETTER XX. 

Autiar- continues to addrefs his friend^ but cannot fend away 
his Utters. Lord Slrfisid vifited by anxious crowds in 
queji of news, PeriLutfatt of St. Viti:ent and Grtnad t. 
Guadaloupe reinforced. French gafconnde. Enemy s fri* 

gates and cruifers infejl the co>iJl of Barbadoes. Lofs of 
the Lada frigate. Brtinfivuk detached with trc'ps to 
St. Vincent, ^he loft Stunky ffe in Car life Bay^ alfo 
nine "or ten other tranfports of the December convoy. 
ihor and his 'comrades go on fhore at Barbadoes. Remarks 
upon the novelty of the feene. Viftt to an Ameruan fave 
Jhip - - . /o a Liverpool Guinea man. 


Carliflc Bay, Feb. 

In purfiiance of my proniife I ftill diredk my 
p.en towards you, notwiihftanding the uncer- 
tainty when 1 may be able to fend away my let- 
ters. On account of the repeated difafters of 
the fleet, and the fad* delays that have occurred, 
you will believe that we, who have had the 
good fortune to complete our palfage, are 
extremely anxious to make known to our 
friends that we are in fafety : but, as though 
the diftaff of the fates were thrown out to en- 
tangle us in vexation, no opportunity ofiers 
of conveying intelligence to Europe. A packet 
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i« eftabliihed to fail, from England every 
fortnight ; but none has reached Barbadoes, 
for many weeks paft ; and the inhabitants are 
looking out, with anxious lolicitudc, for fe- 
veral which remain due : nor is it expefted- 
that any mail will be made up for England 
until fome of thefe arrive. 

Should any merchantman fail, I will avail 
myfelf of that opportunity to forward to you 
this letter, together with thofe written upon 
the paffage : but of this 1 have very little hope, 
as no unprotected velTel can venture to fea 
without extreme peril, on account of the ene- 
my’s cruifers. 

The period is critical and important. 
News from each ftiore of the Atlantic, to its 
oppofite, is fought with the mod lively an- 
xiety. While you are looking to us for tidings 
of ourfelves, of our fcattered fleet, and of en- 
dangered iflands ; we, unable to relieve your 
fufpenfe, are looking to you, with no Icfs 
anxiety for intelligence of England and of 
Europe. The avidity for news, which, here, 
dilplays itfelf, is vivid beyond all I can exprefs. 
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Our anchor was not dropped, indeed we had 
fcarcely entered the harbour before a variety 
of people came out, in boats, to meet us, and, 
fcrambling on board, aiked the news in fuch 
hurried Iblicitudeas fcarcely to wait a reply, 
before each cpieftion was followed by another. 
What news ? what news ? what news of the 
fleet ? w’hat news of England ? what news 
from the Continent ? were all uttered in fuch 
rapid fuccelliou, that the only anlwcr wc 
could properly make, fervcil as a general re- 
ply - - - “None ! we have been nine weeks at 
fea, and have every iutclligence to feek — none 
to give. 

Our abrupt viiitors were cxtrentcly dif- 
appointed, wlicn, inJlcad o! being able to fa- 
tifly them, they found that wc vvereequally fo- 
licitous to demand news of our convoy, of 
the I Hands, and of the failing of the packet 
for England. You will readily imagine that 
from the critical ftate of Europe, on tlie one 
hand, and the perilous fituation of the Iflands, 
on the other, together with the long interrupted 
communicatiiMi between them, each paitv, 
partaking all the anxiety of the period, was 
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more defirous to aflc queftions, than to offer 
replies. 

We could Impart nothing fiitlsfa^iory ; 
and the information we acquired was not 
very gratifying. The following were the 
leading circumftances which we collcQed at 
the moment. Grenada, we were told, was, 
almofl; wholly, in polTcffion of the brigands: 
St. Vincent in imminent danger from the 
Chariljs : and Guadaloupe, if not St. Lucie, 
fo llrengthencd by reinforcements from France 
as to bid ir? defiance. As a fpecitnen of 
I'rench gafeonade, I may tell you what is 
reported to be the prefent language of that 
infolent democratic tyrant, Vidtor Hugues : 
“ Let th.cm come ! let the general lead hither 
his troops ! we will Invite them afliorc ; nay ! 
we will lay planks to their vcflels that they 
may not wet their feet in vifiting us, and 
when we have them here wc will teach them 
w'ho is Victor ; we will give the ollicers their 
favorite tcaft, and accommodate them with 
fpeedy promotion.” Such is faid to be the 
idle boahing of this man, in confequence of the 
reinforcements lately arrived from Europe. 
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Two French frigates, and hordes of pri- 
vateers had been cruifing, with too much fife- 
cefs, againft our fcattered tranfports and mer- 
chantmen. The frigates had lately been 
daring enough to look into the harbour of 
Carlifle Bay, and the Charon of 44 guns 
armed cn Jlute^ one of the earllefl: arrivals of 
the Spithead fleet, had been fent out, with La 
Pique frigate, in purfuit of them. 

The Lmda frigate, employed to convoy 
a fleet, of viduallers from Cork, had, been 
upfet in a gale, and, unhappily, funk to the bot- 
tom, with all hands on board, feven only 
excepted. Thefc had fince arrived in one of 
the vidtuallers, at Barbadocs ; but feveral of 
the convoy, left unprotected by this fatal ac- 
cident, had been captured by the enemy’s 
cruifers. 

The commander in chief was ftill un- 
heard of ; nor was there any accurate intelli- 
gence of the fleet, although a few ftraggling 
vefTels had arrived. 


This was the fum of the news that greet- 
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led our arrival at Rarbadoes. But gloorrty 
as it was, the dlftreisful feelings it produced 
were, in foine degree, alleviated by our learn- 
ing, foon afterwards, that the Brunfwick, 
which had been ordered to proceed with 
troops to the relief of St. Vincent, had ar- 
rived moft opportunely to fave the ifland ; 
and that the Stanley, which had failed with 
the firft fleet in November, and was fuppofed 
to have been loft, during the difaftrous ftorm 
which arofe in the channel, had arrived fafe in 
Carlifle bay, on Chriftmas day, being the only 
Ihip of the November convoy that made good 
her paflage j and, further, that nine or ten of 
the veflfels of the December convoy had 
reached Rarbadoes in fafety, with upwards of 
two thoufand troops on board. 

The inhabitants, who beft knew the 
ftate of the neighbouring iflands, were ex- 
tremely anxious to fee thefe troops employed j 
and, on this account, they were looking out, 
with double anxiety, for the arrival of the 
commander in chief. 

The delight we felt on the glad occaflon 
VOL. I. 
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fctiing our feet, again, upon terra firma was 
more exquiiite than I can exprefs ; and it was 
highly augmented by the novelty that fur- 
rounded US. The houfes, the ftreets, the 
people, the fruit, fifli, and vegetables, the 
trees, the fields, every thing before us, was 
new. The very means of labour and amufe- 
ment were novel, and all combined to indicate 
the change we had made— all befpake our re- 
moval from a northern to a tropical latitude. 
We gazed on all we met, and all we pafled. 
Objeds which, at other moments, had been 
trifling and unimportant, now called forth 
our attention. The eye of curiofity fuffered 
nothing to efcape. Ideas crowded upon our 
minds in fuch rapid fucceflion, that the confu- 
fion of chaos feemed to be renewed. The 
untverfal metamorphofis that furrounded us 
prevented our digefting the feene, which pre- 
fented itfclf, into any thing of order or ar- 
.rangement: yet was the whole uncommonly 
gratifying; and, without being able to dil^ 
criminate, we contemplated, in a fort of 
pleafing reverie, this feeming change of 
^worlds* Complex as are the feelings of fuch 
A moment, I have often wilhed that they 
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were' lefs fleeting, or could more frequently 
recur ; for, upon fuch occafions, the mind 
feems to enjoy unparalleled delight ; and to 
dwell with rapture, on objefts which, under 
other circumftances, would pafs unheeded 
by. 


We took our umbrellas in our hands, by 
way of parafols, but found lefs occaflon for 
them than we had been taught to expeA ; for 
although the heat was greater, by feveral de- 
grees, in Bridge Town than in the harbour, 
we did not feel, from it, any degree of lan- 
guor or oppreflion. A pleafant breeze coun- 
tera^ed the ardent rays of the fun ; and, at 
our firfl vifit, we rambled, for two hours, about 
the town, to the barracks, and into the fields, 
with far lefs inconvenience from heat, than I 
have often experienced in the clofe and fultry 
days of England. 

It will be quite within your recolle^ion 
how lon^, and how much 1 have wifhed -to 
vifit the fhips trading to Africa, and to witnefs 
perfonally, the manner of treating thofe poor 
beings of fable {kin, who are torn from th^ 
<1,2 
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native home, by the iron-hand of comAierce, 
to be tranfported to a home of flavery ; and 
you will be pleafed to learn that in this wifti, 
I have had an early opportunity of being 
gratified. A (lave Ihip, belonging to North 
America, and bound to Savanna in Georgia, 
had arrived from the coaft of Guinea juft be- 
fore we came into harbour, and was lying 
very near to us, with a cargo of negroes on 
board. Fearing ftic might fail for America, 
and being unwilling to lofe the ilrft occafton 
that offered, of adminiftcring to a curiofity 
which beat ftrong in our breafts, Mafter, Cleg- 
horn, and myfclf look off a boat, the morning 
after we came to anchor, and went to villt 
the Guinea-man. We conftdered ourfelves 
fortunate in finding both the mafter and mate 
of the fbip difpofed to fhew us every civility, 
and to indulge us in ready reply to the 
queftions which our curiofity fuggefted. 

A little before they made Carlifle bay 
they had been taken out of their (hip, and 
detained a whole night, on board an Englifh 
frigate, . while their papers were examined, 
under the fufpieion that the veffel and cargQ 
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were Dutch property : but the property being 
proved to be American, they were releafed, 
and the fliip is now taking in water, prepa- 
ratory to piirfuing her voyage down to the 
ftate of Georgia. 

The cargo confided of a hundred and 
thirty flavcs, of whom two-thirds were males, 
and one-third females. The two fexes were 
kept feparatc by a partition, or bulk- head, 
built from fide to fide, acrofs the fhipj allot- 
ting the wat/l to the men, and to the women, 
the quarterdeck. A great majority of them 
were very young, being from ten to eighteen 
years of age. We were pleafed to obferve 
that an air of checrfulnefs and contentment 
prevailed among them. In a few only we re- 
marked defpondency, and dejedlion of coun- 
tenance. Both fexes were without apparel, 
having only a narrow band of bhie cloth put 
round the waift, and brought to fallen before, 
fo as to ferve the office of the fig-leaf, worn 
by our firft parents, in the fruitful garden of 
Eden. As we walked through the different 
groups of them, they fixed their eyes upon 
us, with feeming curiofity,; and fome of j:he 
Q-3 
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boys, like thofe o^ fairer Ikin, were inclined 
to be playful, and to exhibit youthful tricks. 
One or two of the females, unchecked by the 
referve of education, occafionally glanced an 
expreffive look, or difplayed a fignificant 
gefture. Many of them had marks upon the 
Ikin which appeared to have been made with 
a cutting inftrument. Thefe, we learned, 
were diftin£live of the nation to which they 
had belonged. Some had their teeth cut, or 
filed to (harp points, giving them a very 
hideous, and canine appearance. They looked 
well fed and healthy, although fome of them 
had an eruption, called the cra-cra upon the 
(kin. 


Their (leeping births were the naked 
boards. Divided into two crowded parties, 
they repofed, during the night, upon the 
bare planks below-- the males on the main- 
deck— ^he‘ females upon the deck of the q/i 
cabin. In the day-time they were not al- 
lowed to remain in the place where they 
had flept, but were kept moftly upon the 
open deck, where they were made to exercife, 
and encouraged by the mufic of their loved 
banjar, to dancing and cheerfulnefs. 
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We faw them dance^ and heard them (Ing. 
In dancing they fcarccly moved their feet, 
but threw about their arms, and twifted and 
writhed their bodies into a multitude of dii^ 
gufting and indecent attitudes. Their fong 
was a wild and favage yell, devoid of all 
foftnefs and harmony, and loudly chanted 
in harfh monotony. 

Their food is chiefly rice, which they 
prepare by plain and Ample boiling. At 
the time of melfing they fquat round the 
bowl in large bodies, upon their heels and 
haunches, like monkies, each putting his 
paws into the platter to claw out the rice with 
his fingers. We faw feveral of them em» 
ployed in beating the red hulks off the rice, 
which was done by pounding the grain in 
wooden mortars, with wooden peAles, fuf- 
ficiently long to allow them to Hand upright 
while beating in mortars placed at their feet. 
This appeared to be a labour of cheerfulnefs 
They beat the peftle in tune to the fong, 
and feemed happy ; yet nothing of in- 
duflry marked their toil, for the pounding 
was performed by, indolently, raifing the 
Q.4 
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peftle and then leaving it to fall from its own 
weight. 

I am moft happy to conclude my report 
of this vifit by informing you that we difcover- 
ed no marks of thofe horrors and cruelties, faid 
to be pradifed on board the Ihips occupied in 
this fad traffic of human fleih ; and which are 
reprefented as fo frightfully augmenting the 
manifold ills of flavery. Chains, ftripcs, and 
feverities did not leem to have bee nin the 
catalogue of means employed in conveying 
thefe poor Africans to their American mailers. 
Our minds, neceflarily, fuflfered in contetnpla- 
ting the degrading pra£lices of civilized beings 
towards the lefs cultivated brethren of their 
fpecies: but the eye was not (hocked by the 
abufes of tyranny and inhumanity. The 
comfort and health of the ilavcs were pro- 
moted with every care. Being fond of wafh-. 
ing in cold water, they were encouraged to 
the free ufe of it ; and their perfons, as well as 
the whole of the fliip, were kept remarkably 
clean. They were plentifully fed ; and, in 
the day-time, were difperfed about the (hip, fo 
9^X0 be preveoted, as much as poffible, from 
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aflembling together, in clofe unwholefome 
crowds. Mirth and gaiety were promoted 
among them : they were roufed to bodily 
exercife, and care was ufed to divert their 
ihinds from dwelling upon their change of 
ftate, and lofs of home : and I may truly fay, 
that a more general air of contentment 
ieigned among them than could have been 
ex{>e(ncd. While many were dancing and 
finging, and playing together, others were 
giving their alhilance in working the (hip ; 
and, wc even learned that feveral of them had 
made themi'clvcs highly ufcful on the pafTage, 
and were already becoming expert failors. 

They all feemed to regard the mailer of 
the vefl'el more in affe£lion than fearj and, 
although ftridtly obedient, they did not ap- 
pear to be at all under the influence of terror. 
Crowded in fome degree, they, neceflfarily, 
mull be, particularly in the place where 
they flept ; but every attention was paid 
to prevent the injury which might derive 
from it } and to keep them in health. 


We went down below to fee their place 



of repofe, where the hard planks formed one 
common bed, and each individual employed 
his arm as his pillow. The men could not 
fiand between decks, without (looping ; and 
when they lay down, the boards were fo 
clofely fpread, that it was fcarcely poflTible to 
fet a foot between their naked bodies. They 
were always taken upon deck early in the 
morning, and the fleeping birth was thoroughly 
cleaned and^ walhed ; but (lill it was highly 
ofienftve to European olfactories ; and plainly 
indicated, that were it not for the great atten- 
tion paid to cleanlinefs and ventilation, difeafe 
muft inevitably be generated. Their naked- 
nefs is, perhaps, their belt fccurity j for although 
they had neither bed-clothes, nor perfonal 
jcovering, nor any kind of baggage, or furni- 
ture in the place, we perceived that all the 
cleaning and airing employed could not fub- 
due the ftench created by their fleeping toge- 
ther in fuch crowded heaps. 

Although they are fond of wafhing, and 
feem to have fome fenfe of perfonal cleanli- 
nefs, they have none of cleanlinefs of place, 
nor of common decency : for, notwithflanding 
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the ftriaeft injunctions againft it, they cannot 
always be prevented from the filthy habit of 
depofiting their natural excretions upon the 
fpot where they fleep. 

The wool of their heads forms a thick 
cover for vermin, of which they have, com- 
monly, a fwarming abundance ; therefore to 
prevent this, and to further the rules of clean- 
linefs, all their heads had been fliaved : but 
this, we were told, had deprived them of one 
great fource of occupation and amufement; 
it being a fingular pleafure to them to fit down 
in pairs, for hours together, to enjoy the 
focial feafi: of picking each other's heads, and 
afterwards twilling and plaiting the wool into 
a variety of forms. 

The pleafure we had experienced from 
finding thefe poor blacks in a ftate of ap- 
parent contentment, and, with refpeCt to the 
reported cruelty, enjoying a degree of compa- 
rative comfort, was fuccceded by feelings of 
horror, on hearing the relation of an infur- 
redion which had taken place, on board the 
ihip, previous to their failing from the coaft of 



236 

Africa. Many of the negroes being detained 
on board for a confiderable time while the 
cargo was completing, and lying, during this 
period, within fight of their native fliore, from 
which, and, perhaps, from their wives and 
families, they were about to be torn for ever, 
had grown indignant even to defperation, and 
riling upon the Ihip’s company, murdered the 
mailer and mate, who then belonged to the 
veflel, and wounded foveral of the men : nor 
was it until after a very fcverc and bloody 
conteft that they were overcome ; when the 
ring-leaders were put to death, as an example 
to deter others from again revolting. One 
of the Tailors Ihewed us three defperate wounds 
which he had received on the face, the breaft, 
and the arm, from the ftroke of an axe, with 
which one of the blacks had, juft before, 
ftruck off the captain’s head. 

The next day, after our vifit to the 
American flave-lhip, an opportunity offered of 
feeing one of our own nation — a Liverpool 
Guinea-man— a Ihip of much greater burden, 
fitted out exprefsly for the trade, with a fuffi- 
cient number of hands and of guns on board 
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to protcil: her agaiaft the enemy’s privateers ; 
and calculated for a cargo of live hundred 
Haves. 

We were taught to believe that we 
Ihould find the negroes much better accom- 
modated in this, than in the American Ihip ; 
but we could not obferve that the fuperiority 
was either great, or ftriking. Although the 
vcflel was larger, the number of Haves was 
more than proportionally greater. In other 
refpe£ls the accommodations were nearly 
equal. The Liverpool Ihip was kept re- 
markably clean ; but the American was not lefs 
fo i and, between the decks, the American Ihip 
was the raoft commodious, being higher, and 
having more room in proportion to the cargo, 
from which the Haves had the advantage of 
being lefs clofe and confined during the 
night. 

In the fleeping place of the Englifli 
veflel we could not ftand up without Hooping 
almoH double : — in each the men and women 
were kept feparate — in both their food was 
rice; and in both they Hept naked upon the 

6 



caked planks, crowded together like fh'ee;' in 
a fold. 


The moftllrlking difference that occurred 
to our obfervation was, that the Haves of the 
Liverpool fhip were of blacker and fmoother 
Ikin than the Others, and all of them free from 
that dirty eruption, the cra-cra j but upon 
our noticing this better appearance of one 
cargo than the other, the apparent fupe- 
riority was inftantly explained to us, by the 
obfervation that the Liverpool velTel had 
reached her deflined port, and that her cargo 
had been made up, for market, by having their 
Ikins dreffed over three or four times with a 
compound of gun-powder, lime-juice and oil 
-—a preparation which not only deftroys the 
cra-cra, and gives the fkin, a fmooth, black, 
andpolifhed appearance, but like wife renders it 
fleek and fine : and it was further remarked 
that the cargo of the American fhip would 
be made to look as well, before they reached 
the port where they were to be expofed for 
ilde» - 
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LETTER XXI. 

Authr and his comrades live on board Jhip at BarbadoeSm 
Accommodation of a Barbadoes tavern. Method of cooling 
liquors. Porter better than in England* Tavern nuaiU 
ers. Black and mulatto hojleffes. Privilege of female 
attendants. Bar-maid at Mary Bella Greet^s. Law 
concerning the children offlaves. W omen of colour not dig-* 
nified with the title of mj/lrefs. Converfation with two fe* 
male Jlaves. 


Carlifle Bay^ Feb. 

From the details I gave you of our te- 
dious voyage, you will learn, with furprize, 
that we ftill continue to live on board Ihip. 
But to this we have many inducements. It* 
is much cooler in the harbour, than it is in 
Bridge Town ; we are much lefs annoyed with 
mufquitoes ; and, from our belonging to the 
St. Domingo flaff, and being in daily expec- 
tation of receiving orders to proceed to that 
ifland, we are, at all moments, ready to move, 
and without the rilk of leaving our baggage 
behind ; moreover, by living on board, whild 
we are detained to windward, our fea-habits 
are continued, and perhaps we may thereby 
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avoid the tormenting fickncfs of a fecond 
voyage. 

We have a regular mefs eflabliflied. 
Every morning wc go or fend to market for 
providons ; and our doineftic arrangements 
are better regulated, and in more of com- 
fort than if wc were on fliore. Occafionally 
we dine, and fpend the whole, or part of a 
day at Bridge Town, but we never fail to re- 
turn on board to deep. 

We find that the accommodations of a 
Weft India tavern, although tiot prccifely what 
a Bond-ftrect lounger would expedt in St. 
JamcsVftrcet, or a liigh-ied alderman in the 
city, arc by no means defpieablc : and you 
know that I am enough a foldier, and a tra- 
veller, rather to court the varieties we meet, 
than to repine, and regard them as hard drips, 
becaufe they are not, in every feature, the fame 
as we are accuftomed to in England. 

But you have defired to be told of thefe 
varieties as they occur, and I have an early op- 
portunity of trying your patience.— Our 
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iirfl dinner on Ihore was at a tavern in Bridge 
Town, kept by a mnlatto woman, Mary 
Bella Green. Plenty prevailed. The crowd- 
ed table fmoked with h(h, a piece of boiled 
beef, a pepper-pot, a turkey, fome roafted veal, 
and a quarter of mutton, with feveral dif- 
ferent kinds of puddings, and quite an alTort- 
ment of vegetables, of eight or nine di& 
ferent fpecies — European and tropical. Our 
liquors were — moft excellent bottled porter, 
good Madeira, tolerable claret, and very fine 
Noycau. In the defert we were fadly difap- 
pointed, for, inftead of the fine tropical fruits 
we had expe&ed, three or four of the very 
common and inferior fpecies were fet before 
us, unripe, and bad in quality; viz. goavas, 
bananas, and four-fops, with fome tough, and 
bitter (haddocks — to any, and all of which, 
the commoneft apples, or goofeberries .of 
Europe had been preferable. But Barbadoes 
is not an ifland abounding in the finer fruits 
of the climate, hence we do not judge of the 
delicious produdions of the Weft Indies by 
this ill-chofen fample. 

Our party, for whom we had ordered 
dinner, confifted of nine perfons, but upon 
VOL. lo 



coming to table, we found covers for fifteen, 
and learned that, inftead of giving us a private 
dinner, as we had direded, they had put us 
into a large public room, and ferved a kind of 
table d'hote. Not being prepared for this ar- 
rangement, we remonftrated againft it, and, 
with fome difficulty, prevailed in having the 
e-ttra-covers removed j but we foon perceiv- 
ed that we had gained little by thus inter- 
rupting the cuftoms of the houfe : for they, 
dire£lly, fpread another table in the fame 
room, and, fetting down the fix ftrangers clofc 
by us, divided the dinner, they had drefled, 
between the two parties. 

In making out their bill for payment, 
they do not detail the feparate articles of the 
dinner, the number of bottles of wine, the 
different plates of fruit, &c. as in England, 
but put down the whole fum, under the three 
general items of dl»wr^ and fruit ; and, 
at any houfe you are accuflomed to ufe, if 
yoh call, occafionally, in a morning to reft, 
or to take fhelter from the fun, or rain, they 
give you a glafs of lemonade, or of coco-nut 
water, with a **very welcome” and confi- 
der themfelyes rewarded, by the payment 
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you make when you take dinner at the 
houfe. Nor Is the demand for this at all ex- 
travagant, except, in fo far as regards the 
the bad fruit. We paid a dollar each for din- 
ner ; the fame for the wine ; and half a dollar 
for the defert. 

They make the wine and porter very 
pleafantly cool, by putting the bottles in 
■wet cloth bags, and placing them in the 
open windows, for fome time before din- 
ner ; taking care to fprinkle them, occafion- 
ally, with water, as they (land expofed to 
the breeze. A very rapid evaporation is 
thus produced, and, confequently, far more 
heat carried off, than by^-merely fetting the 
bottles cold in water. The porter is fo high- 
ly improved by the climate, and rendered 
fo pleafant, by this method of cooling, as 
to be very fuperior to aiiy that is drank . in 
England. 

The attendants of the table are very nu- 
merous, black and yellow, male and female—- 
perhaps too numerous to ferve you well : for 
they are badly regulated, and the duty of one 
» 2 
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being the duty of all, it is not regarded as the 
particular duty of either, and, confequently, 
is apt to be left unheeded.. Each, being idle 
and inadivc, waits for another to ftep be- 
fore him, when any thing is called for ; 
and, although you have a crowd of fervants 
round you, it is difficult to obtain what you 
want. 

The females are, ufually, of ered fi- 
gure, and (lately carriage, but they move in 
all the languor of the climate. They ap- 
pear without Ihoes and (lockings, in a 
ihort white jacket, and a thin (hort petti- 
coat. They wear a white turban on the 
head } but the neck and (houlders are left bare. 
Silence is not elleemed a ncceflary qua- 
lification among them, for they often join, 
with great freedom, and a fad drawling accent, 
in the converfation of the table. This will 
appear to you but little confident with the 
referve and abjed forbearance of (lavery; 
hut it is the confequence of the public fitu- 
ation in which thefe. women are placed, and 
the familiarity that is commonly ufed towards 
them by drangers — to any, or all of whom 
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they are the very obedient, obliging, and moji 
convenient humble fervants. 

On firft making inquiry, refpefling 
the accommodations of the houfe, we were 
furprized to learn their extent, aiid the facility 
with which they are attainable. A bed 
may be had for half a dollar per night, or 
three dollars per week ; and, for an additional 
fum well underftood, the choice of an attend- 
ant to draw the curtains. 

The hoftefs of the tavern is, ufually, a 
black, or mulatto woman, who has been the 
favored enamorata of fome backra * man; from 
whom fhe has obtained her freedom, and per- 
haps two or three flaves to aflift her in carry- 
ing on the bufinefs of the lu^ufe ; where flie 
now indulges in indolence,* and the good 
things of life, grows fat, and feds herfelf of 
importance in fociety. To thofe who, in 
compliance with the Highgate privilege, 
court her particular attention, in preference 
to the more youthful attendants around her, 
fhe is fuppofed not to be violently cruel. 

• The negrt term ufedfar white, 

R3 



246 

It is to her advantage that the female at- 
tendants of her family fliould be as handfoine 
as flie can procure them. Being flavcs, the 
only recompcncc of tlicir fervices, is the food 
they oat, the hard bed they fieep on, and the 
few lool'c clothes which are hung upon them. 
One privilege, indeed, is allowed them, 
whicl), you will be (hocked to know, is that 
of tenderly difponng of li.eir perfoas; and 
this ofi'ers the only hope they have of pro- 
curinga fum of money, wherewith to purchafe 
their freedom : and the rcfource among them 
is fo common, that neither (hatne nor cUi’grace 
attaches to it j but, on the ctmtrary, Ihc who is 
niolV fought, becomes an ohjcdl o( envy, and 
is proud of the diftiudliou (hewn her. 

One of our attendants at table, appeared, 
both from Iter converfation and behaviour, 
to be very fuperior to her degraded (laiion. 
She had nothing of beauty, nor even pretti- 
nefs of face, but (he was of good figure, and 
of rclpei^ablc and interefiing demeanor, and, 
in point of intelled, far above her colleagues. 
Together with gentlenefs of manner, and an 
eafy, pleafant addrefs, (he poflefles a degree 
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of underftanding and ability which- claim re- 
fpedl. In principle, and in fcntiment, Ihe 
appeared virtuous j and, from the franknel's 
of her replies, it was evident that fl^e knew 
no fenfc of w'rong in her condu£t. We 
could not but lament that the imperious 
habits of the country did not allow of her 
being placed as a more refpedable member 
of foclety. 

This woman is the great fupport of 
the houfe — the bar-maid, and leading ma- 
nager of the family. Her miftrefs had re- 
fufed to ta(ke a hundred guineas for her ; 
which, fhe afllired us, had been offered by 
a gentleman who would have purchaied 
her. She has a very lively intcrefting little 
daughter, a Meflce about four years old. 
Of this child flie fpake with great tendernefs, 
and appeared to bear it all the fond attachment 
of an affectionate parent. Yet, as the infant 
was born in flavery, fhould the mother, by 
any means, obtain her own freedom, fhe can- 
not claim her child ; but muft leave it, ftill the 
difpofable property of her miftrefs, equally 
R4 



liable to be fold as any other piece of furni- 
ture in the houfe : for, in Barbadoes, the ofF- 
fpring of a woman in flavefy becomes the ab- 
folute property of the owner to whom the 
mother belongs, whether it be black, yellow, 
or white ; as the law knows no period when 
the child of a flave (hall be born free, how- 
ever removed from the African : nor can 
the mother, under any circumftances of 
fubfequent liberation, claim her infant 
from its owner, even though it fliould 
be of fairer Ikin than the faired European. 
Thus are the natural ties of our fpecies 
torn afunder; and the deared attachments, 
and pured adedions of the heart cruelly 
broken down ! Babes are feparated from their 
parents, and mothers robbed of their children, 
by this unatural appropriation of human fub- 
ftance ! 

The manners, and the circumftances 
attending the fituation of this mulatto were 
ftrongly intereding. Her whole deportment 
befpdke a degree of delicacy and refine- 
ment, together with a fuperiority of mind and 
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underftandlng ! Her intelligence and quick- 
nefs of perception affured us that Ihe had ta- 
lents capable of high improvement ; and it is 
probable, that had fortune fo placed her in 
life, as to have offered her the acquiret 
ments of a chafle and cultivated education, 
this woman, notwithftanding the color of 
her Ikin, had made a faithful and virtuous 
wife j been an ornament to her friends and 
fociety ; and a blelfing to the man who 
ihould have made her the partner of his hours. 

The taverns are commonly known by 
the names of the perfons who keep them. 
The moft frequented, at Bridge Town, are 
thofe of Nancy Clarke, and Mary Bella 
Green ; the former a black— the latter a mu- 
latto woman. Mrs. Clarke, or Mrs.' Green 
would fcarcely be known ! A parry is faid to 
dine at Mary Bella Green’s, or at Nancy 
Clarke’s — or, more concifely, at Mary Bella's 
or at Nancy's . — The title Mrs— feems to be 
referved, folely, for the ladies from Europe, 
and the white creoles, and to form a diftinc- 
tion between them and the women of color of 
all clalfes and deferiptions — none of whom, 



of whatever lhade or degree, are dignified 
with this appellation. 

In the evening, after taking our firft 
dinner- on ftiore, Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf 
made a walk to vifit the hofpitals and bar- 
racks at St. Anne’s Hill j and, on our way back 
toBridge Town, wc were accofted by two negro 
girls of refpedabic appearance, futingupon the 
ftep of a gentleman’s gateway, by the road fide. 

Being juft arrived in a land of flavery, 
and feeling defirous to converfe with the Afri- 
cans, and their defeendants, in order to afccr- 
tain whether any deficiency of intellefl:, or 
inferiority of natural capacity was obfervable 
among them, we gladly detained ourfelves, 
for feme minutes, in converfation with thefe 
decent-looking young flaves. They were 
the property of the gentleman, at whofe 
gate they were fitting j and were employed 
as houfe* fervants, or as they are here termed, 
boufe-wenches io his family. 

Trifling as it is, I give you the convert 

f Demotes •/ the kitchtni notjlavesofthtjttli, 
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fat’on as it pTfTcd, divefting it only of tfie 
broken accent, with which our language is 
fpokon by the negroes. It will ferve to Ihew 
you that the replies were not inappofite; and 
perhaps not inferior to what might have 
been expefted, from the common order of 
people in Kurope. One of the girls was 
about f.xteen, the other eighteen years of 
age. They converfed with cafe and affability, 
hut were very rcfpcftful and unafluming; 
and their whole conduit might have done 
cretlit even to European fervants, not of the 
lowcft clafs. 

On our afking to whom they belonged, 
£hey replied “ We belong to Col. B’s. lady.” 
Is this Col. B’s houfe ? “ Yes ; but the Col. is 
not at home— he is gone to England.” How 
does it happen that you are fitting here, in- 
ftead of being in the houfe at work ? “ Our 
work, for to-day, is finifhed, and we came to 
the gate to fee the . ftrangers, as they pafs 
by.” What ftrangers ? The ftrangers, who 
are come with the army, from old England.’* 
Do you like to meet ftrangers ? “ Oh ! yes, 
yes !” And to talk tyith them ? Yes, if 
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they talk with us.” Are the people, here, 
kind to ftrangets ? Oh, yes ! it is always our 
cuilom : every body ihould be more kind to 
ftrangers than to their own people.” Why 
fo ?~fhould we not be kind to every body ? 
** Yes ! we thould be kind to every body, 
but we ihould be more kind to ftrangers, 
becaufe they come far from their own home, 
and their friends ; and becaufe we may fome 
time travel ourfelves, and want kindnefs from 
others,” Have you ever been far from your 
home ? “ No ! but, perhaps, we may fome 
day,” How far have you ever travelled from 
your mafter’s houfe ? “ Never more than five 
miles.” Did you ride or walk ? They both 
fmiled, and hung down their heads, looking 
to the ground. No reply could - have been 
more expreflive, nor better underftood. — 
“ Ride ! a flave • ride ! you are ftrangers here 
indeed ! No ! we walked, bore our burden 
on our backs j and journied on our naked 
feet !” We bade them good night, and walked 
on, pleafed with the rencontre. ' 
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LETTER XXII. 

Meat fM alive In the marhet at Barbadoes. Cujlom efhlonv* 
ing the meaU Creoles caution Dr» Cleghorn and the 
author agaihjl nssalking. Viftt to a fugar plantatiotu 
Specimen of the indolent labour of Jlaves* A •wajbing 
party. Indecency of women upon the Jlreets. EjfeEl of the 
indecent habits of Jlaves upon the minds of white females. 
Negro cujlom of picking each other^s heads. Savage fight 
between a black woman^ and a mulatto woman. 

CarlifleBayi Feb. 

The office of caterer for the mefs having 
fallen to the lot of your friend^ I may tell you 
that I fometimes go to Bridge Town, to buy 
living meat for dinnre. You will, perhaps, 
be furprifed to learn that animals are, here, 
brought alive into the market, to be killed 
after the different joints are fold ; and, that it 
often happens, that the meat is ilaughtered, 
configned to the pot or fpit, brought to tabic, 
and eaten, without growing cold ! 

The very filthy cuflom of blowing the 
meat, is here carried to greater excefs than 
in England, As fobn as the calf is dead, a 
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hole IS cut through the (kin, near to the hock, 
and a long' iharp- pointed ftlck, being intro- 
duced, is forced up the whole length of the 
thigh', and the fide, to tear or break down 
the cellular membrane. This being doiif, the 
flick is withdrawn, and one ne^ro puts his 
niouth to the hole and blows in air, while 
another beats, with a cane, upon every part 
of the Ikin ; which beating and blowing, are 
continued until the carcafe founds like a 
drum, and the whole furface is inflated like 
‘a full-blown bladder — the animal being dif- 
tended to nearly twice its former fize. The 
Ikin is then taken off, and the meat dillri- 
buted to the purchafers for immediate ufe. 

Leaving our comrades, "Weir, and Ma- 
fler, on board, Cleghorn arid myfelf requently 
make excurfions on ftiore, and ftroll about 
the town and the fields, by way of ex- 
ercife, and of gratifying the ftrong curiofity 
which we feel to fee and know all that ap- 
pertains to the change we havt made. In 
thefe ramblings, we often furprize the Weft 
Indians, by, what they term, the dangerous 
extent of our walks; and theyaflure us that, a 



few months hence, we (hall be little inclined 
to ufe fuch violent exercife. A walk of five or 
fix miles appears to them tremendous ; but 
we fuffer no inconvenience from it, and, per- 
haps, without being, yet, well able to. judge, 
we fancy that much of the languor and in- 
aQivIty of the Creoles and creolifed, might be 
prevented, and ftronger health enjoyed, were 
they to accuftom themfelves, more freely, to 
habits of exercife. Againft our thcof’y they 
urge experience, remarking that all Euro- 
peans, however fond of ufing much exercife, 
on their firft arrival, gradually kpfe into 
the fame indolent indulgence as the natives. 

In one of thefe excurfions we, lately, 
made a firft vifit to a ,fugar eftate, in the 
hope of feeing the works, and witnefling 
the mode of making the fugar j but we were 
difappointed, by finding that none of the 
flaves were at work, and that the manager 
was from Imme, with the keys of the boiling 
houfe in his pocket. We had, however, 
fome compenfation in being allowed to walk 
into an excellent garden, adjoining the houfe, 
where \ve were gratified with the novdty 



of feeing a number of the tropical fruits, and 
obferving the garden hedge, which was form- 
ed of a biilh bearing immenfe quantities of 
a fpecies of cherry, of a very pleafant flavor. 

From thb-walk we returned to Bridge 
Town, by way of Pilgrim, the refidence of 
the governor — a pleafant home, fituated 
upon an elevated fpot, about a mile from the 
Town.* Near this place our attention was ar- 
refted by a party of flaves, or, according to 
the language of the ifland, ^gang of negroes, 
who were employed in making a road to the 
governor’s houfe. It was the firft large body 
of flaves we had met with, toiling at their re- 
gular employment, immediately under the 
lafli of the whip; and we could not but 
remark that the manner of executing the 
talk afforded a (Iriking example of the in- 
dolence of climate, and of flavery. Nothing 
of diligence, nor indullry appeared among 
them ; and, verily, but little of bodily labor 
was expended. They feemed almofl: too idle 
to raife the hammer, which they let fall by 
its own weight, repeating the blow feveral 
timeS) upon the fame Hone, until it was 



brokejd to pieces. A mulatto overfeer at- 
tended, them, holding a whip at their backs ; 
but. he had every appearance of being as 
much a ftranger to induftry, as the negroes ; 
who proceeded very indolently, without 
feeming to be at all apprehenfive of the 
driver or his whip, except when he made 
it fall acrofs them in ftripes. 

In proportion to the. work done by 
Englifli laborers, and the price, ufually, 
paid for it, the labor of thefe flaves could 
not be calculated at fo much as twopence 
per day ; for almoft any two men in Eng- 
land would, with the greateft eafe, do as 
much work in a given time, as was performed 
by a dozen of thefe indolent meager-looking 
beings. 

In one of our late perambulations, we 
fell in with a party of negro women, walh- 
ing linen, at the opening of a river near the 
fea i and a more difgufting fight I do not 
recoiled ever to have beheld. They were 
old* women, of ftrong-marked, and* very 
hideous African countenance ; and had. 1K> 
VOL. I. s 
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regard to decency either of manner, ’or per- 
fon. Their bodies were naked, fave a bit of 
blue cloth, folded round the loins, and 
brought between the legs, from behind, to 
fallen before. As they ftooped down, to 
dip tfie linen in the river, many of them ex- 
pofed the crowded and callous efcars of re- 
peated punilhment; and when they moved 
thcmfelves in rubbing the clothes, or beating 
them upon the large ftoncs before them,* 
their long flaccid breads fell over their arms, 
or hung in loofe mafles of corrugated fkin 
flapping upon their bodies, fo as to cre- 
ate a mod difguding and abhorrent appear- 
ance. 

It has alfo happened to us to witnefs 
another fpecies of indelicacy among the negro 
women, which is extremely offenfive to an 
European eye. Regardlefs of decency, and 
of the crowd they meet, they are fometimes 
feen drawing their naked, pendulous breads 
as they walk along, and fpilling their milk 
upon the public dreets. 

You will, perhaps, be more ihocked 



than furprized that Aich-lik^ iadecencies 
ihould occur among the flaves ; but you will 
join in my regret that they ihould happen be- 
fore the eyes of European wives, and fpin- 
fliers; and you will lament the fad ^ifeA 
which the frequent recurrence of fuch of- 
fenflve fcenes muft, neceflarily, have in de- 
flroying that modeft delicacy of fentiment, 
which renders fo truly lovely, while it fo 
much exalts the female mind. 

Of this baneful efle£t, I am forry to have 
it in my power to mention to you a flriking 
example, which lately occurred to my no- 
tice. Being in company with a large party 
of Europeans, and white creoles, male and 
female, hulbands, wives, widows, maidens, 
and flrangers, at the time when the party 
was alTembled, during the fhort moment 
before dinner, a fweet little babe, only a few 
months old, was brought into the room, «by 
its black nurfe, to be exhibited to the com- 
pany : when the woman, who, with the ex- 
ception of one (hort petticoat, was in per- 
fe£): nudity, was deflred, before all prefent, 
tofuckle the child ; and its mother and grand- 
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mother, two of the mod refpedlable ladles 
we have met, fmce we left England, in order . 
to pleafe “ little bab,” amufed themfelyes 
by flapping, preffing, {baking about, and 
playing with the long black breads of the 
flave, with very indelicate familiarity, before 
the whole company ; and without feeming to 
be at all fendble, that it was, in any degree, 
indecent or improper ! 

In all corners of the dreets we meet 
with the filthy fight of pairs of negroes, of 
both fexes, fitting and lying about, with their 
heads in each other’s l^s, picking out the 
fWarms of vermin which occupy their wool. 
This, as we had been told on board the 
flave Ihips, feems to be a fead of delight to 
the blacks, whether in freedom, or in fla* 
very. 


One day in paiBng along the ftreet, we 
chanced to fee a 'fight between two women 
of colour, one a negro, the other a mulatto. 
The crowd, about them, was very great, and 
European curiofity induced us to wait the 
refult ; but we have no defire to witnefs fuch 
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another conteft. You can have no concep- 
tion of the brutal and favage means which 
were ufed by thefe women to injure each 
other. Not only biting, pinching, flapping, 
and fcratching were employed ; but with the 
more horrid vengeance of the American 
gouchers, and in the moil cold and deliberate 
manner, di j each of thefe females thrufl; her 
thumb or fingers into the nofe, mouth, and 
eyes, of the other, ftriving, in all the bittcrnefs 
and cruelty of favage nature, to tear to pieces, 
to blind, or to maim her opponent. 

I fe.el that this letter will be more 
painful than amufing to you ; and almofl fear 
that you will charge me with having- looked 
out for unpleafant and diftrefsful events ! But 
I may aifure you that, without going in 
fearch of them, they have accidentally fallen 
in my path ; and, as they are ftrong features, I 
cannot reconcile to myfclf to withl\old them 
from you, merely b^caufe they are not of fo 
pleafant a nature as 1 could haye wifhed. 
It is my objed, faithfully, to lay before you 
the fails I meet with, whether happy or 
unhappy, in order chat you may be enabled 
S3 
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to form a juft opinion of the chara&er 
and habits of thofe among whom I may 
chance to be placed, while abfent from Eng- 
land. . 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Sunday a day cf fijiivity among the /laves. Afrkan dance ^ 
and mufic. Remarks of a Scott t/fs woman on feeing the 
negroes dance. Fracas beHoeeu a negro man and ivoman» 
Negro funeral. Faith of Jlaves in tranfntigration after 
death. Singular expedient to deter them from Juicide. 

BarbadoeS) Feb. 

It is Sunday, arfd, feparated by the wide 
Atlantic, I take up my pen to hallow the fab- 
bath to my friend. Mentally I am every 
day in your fociety : but on the fabbath I 
breath a ftill warmer afpiration to dear En- 
gland, and fanilify the wifh that we were, 
perfonally, nearer. Were you here to parti- 
cipate them with me, the novel fcenes which 
occur to my obfervation would have a double 
interell, and I Ihould find a charm in many 
things which now convey only a languid im- 
preflion. 

Sunday is a day of feftivity among the 
flaves. They are pafliouatcly fond of dancing,* 
and the fabbath^ offering them an interval 

from. toil, is, generally, devoted to their fa- 
s 4 



vorlte amufement ; and, inftead of remaining 
in tranquil reft, they undergo more fatigue, or 
at leaft more perfonal exertion, during their 
gala hours of Saturday night and Sunday, 
than is demanded from them^ in labor, du« 
ring any four days of the week* . 

They aftemble, in crowds, upon the 
open green, or in any fquare or corner of the 
town, and, forming a rin’g in the centre of 
the throng, dance to the fount} of their be- 
loved mulic, and the (inging of their favorite 
African yell. Both muftc and dance are of 
a favage nature. I have wifhed myfelf a 
mufician, that I might take down for you 
the notes of their fongs j which are very 
fimple, but harfh and wholly deheient in foft- 
nefs and melody. Afk the fair chantrefs our 

delighting friend the next time you 

meet her, and if (he be not afraid of diftort- 
ing her fweet countenAnce, flie can give you, 
very accurately, all you naay wifli to hear 
of an African fong. 

The inftrumental parts of the band con^ 
fift of a fpecles of drum, a ^iod of ratttle, and 
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their ever-delighting Banjar, The firft is a 
long hollow piece of wood, with a dried 
iheep-ikin tied over the end ; the fecond is a 
calabalh containing a number of fmall Hones, 
fixed to a fhort Hick which ferves as the han-. 
die ; and the third is a coarfe and rough kind 
of guitar. While one negro Hrikes the Banjar, 
another lhakes the rattle with great force of 
arm, and a third fitting acrofs the body of the 
drum, as it lies lengthwife upon the ground, 
beats and kicks the fheep (kin at the end, in 
violent exertion with his hands and heels, and 
a fourth fitting upon' the ground at the other 
end, behind the man upon the drum, beats 
upon the wooden fides of it with .two Hicks, 

’ Together with thefe noify founds, numbers of 
the party of both fexes bawl forth their dear de- 
lighting fong with all poflible force of lungs ; 
and from the combination, and tout cnfemble of 
the feene, a fpedlator would require only a 
flight aid from fancy to tranfport him to the 
favage wilds of Africa. On great occafions the 
band is increafed by an additional number 
of drums, rattles, and voiqes. 


The -dance cqnfiHs of Hamping of the 
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feet, twlftings of the body, and a number 
of ftrange indecent attitudes. It is a fevere 
bodily exertion — more bodily indeed than 
you can well imagine, for the limbs have 
little to do in it. The head is held eredt, or, 
occafionally, inclined a little forward — the 
hands nearly meet before — the elbows are 
fixed, pointing from the fides — and the lower 
extremities being held rigid, the whole perfon 
is moved without lifting the feet from the 
ground. Making the head and limbs fixed 
points, they writhe and turn the body upon 
its own axis, flowly advancing towards each 
other, or retreating to the outer parts of the 
ring. Their approaches, with the figure of 
the dance, and the attitudes and inflexions in 
which they are made, are highly indecent : but 
of this they feem to be wholly unconfeious, for 
the gravity — I might fay the folemaity of 
countenance^ under which all this pa(res,is pe-. 
culiarly llriking, indeed almoft ridiculous. 
Not a fmile — not a fignificant glance, nor an 
immodefl look efcapes from either fex : but 
they meet, in very indecent attitudes, under 
the moft fettled, and unmeaning gravity of 
countenance. Occafionally they change the 
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figure by ftamping upon the feet, or making 
a more general movement of the perfon, but 
thefe are only temporary variations j the 
twiftings and turnings of the body feeming 
to conftitute the fupreme excellence of the 
dance. 

For the moft part only two enter the 
ring at a time, but, occafionally, as many as 
three or four ! each making a fmall contri- 
bution to the band at the time of ftepping 
into the circle. They circle, violently, toge- 
ther until one is tired, and when this efcapes 
from the circle another affiunes the place, 
thus continuing to follow, one by one, in 
fucceffion, fo as frequently to keep up the 
dance, without any interval, for feveral hours. 

Both muficians and dancers feem, equal- 
ly, 'to delight in the amufement. They ex- 
ert themfelves until their naked fkins pour 
off copious ftreams. The band feem to be 
quite infenfible to fatigue, for, in proportion 
as the fluid diflils from their pores, they in- 
creafe their efforts, raifing their voices, and 
beating the drum and the rattle, with ad- 
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ditional violence : dnd fuch of the fpedlators 
whofe olfaftbries have no relilh for African 
odours, are fadly annoyed by the high 
effenced exhalation which fpreads itfelf 
around. 

As I was looking on at one of thefe dances 
f obfervcd a foldier’s wife, from the north 
of Tweed, gazing with curiofity and ailonidr- 
ment, amidil: the throng : and feeing her 
features marked with dilTatisfadtion and i'ur- 
prize, I alkcd her what Ihe thought of the 
.African dance. “Oo/,” faid (he “/« an mice, 
way 0 Jpenditig the fabbath night '*' — Arid on 
my alking her if there were any as pretty 
woman in the Highlands of Scotland, (he, 
inftantly, replied whether or not — they 
Jittell better," 

Prefently a foldier palling that way, 
and obferving the dance, a(kcd a mulatto who 
was (landing by, for a cud of tobacco, and 
twiftiiig k between his lower lip and his 
teeth, forced his way through the crowd, 
into the middle of the ring ; and there pla- 
cing himfelf, betwen the negro and th^ girl 
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tvKo were dancing, fet the nymph In African 
ftcp and figure. Wowfki was refponfive and 
they danced, cordially, together; but foon 
finiflied by footing it, in quick ftep, from the 
ring, happily enfolded in each others’ arms ; 
to the great difappointment of poor Sambo, 
who, no doubt, thought to regain his part- 
ner as foon as the foldier had grown tired in 
the dance. 

Near this merry green happened a fad 
fracas between a negro man and woman, in 
confequence of gaming ; which is a very pre- 
vailing paflion among the blacks. The wo- 
man had won from the man three dollars, and 
fome. words having arifen between them, a 
feuffle enfued, in which the man had torn off 
the few clothes, that covered the ebon dame, 
and expofed her, in naked nefs, to the 
crowd. She, in return, tore and mal-treatcd 
his breeches ; and the difpute now was whe- 
ther the woman, having been the fuccefsfuf 
adventurer, ought not to make reparation 
for the further injury (he had committed. 
The man exclaimed, with fad violence, re- 
garding the additional lo(s,. fuftained by the 
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dertrudion of his indtfpenfible apparel. The 
woman, putting all fuccefs at play out of the 
queftion, infilled that Ihe was the injured 
party, from having her petticoat ruined, and 
being expofed, in nudity, to the multitude. 

At length a refpedtable looking, and 
decently dreflcd negro, who chanced to pafs 
that' way, kindly undertook to fettle this 
important broil ; and we obferved that much 
deference was paid to his opinion ; but 
1 am not fatisiied that he a£led quite the 
part of an upright and impartial judge, — 
certainly his opinion was not fraught with 
gallantry, for having no eye of pity towards 
the dUlrclfed, and naked nymph, he decided 
that a hole in tlie culottes was ao evil of 
greater magnitude than a rent in the petti- 
coaty and accordingly decreed that Penelope 
fliould forfeit half a dollar to CalTandro, for 
taking him by the breeches. 

Having led you to the merry fong, and 
fprightly dance of the Haves, let me now con- 
duct you to their bed of death. Seeing a 
crowd in one of the llreets, and obferving a 



271 

kind of proccffion, we followed the multU 
tude, and foon found ourfelves in the train 
of a negro funeral. Wifliing to witnefs the 
ceremony of Interment we proceeded to the 
burial ground, with the throng. The corpfe 
was conveyed in a neat fmall hearfe, drawn 
by one horfe. Six boys, twelve men, and 
forty-eight women walked beihind, in pairs, 
as followers, but I cannot fay as deeply afflic-^ 
ted mourners. The females were neatly 
clad, for the occafion, and moftly in white. 
Grief and lamentations were not among 
them : nor was even the femblance thereof 
affumed. No’ folemn dirge was heard^ — no 
deep-founding bell was tolled — no fearful 
filence held. It feemed a period of mirth 
and joy. Inftead of weeping and bewailing, 
the followers jumped and fported, as they 
pafled along, and talked and laughed, with 
each other, in high feftivity. The procelfion 
was clofed by five robuft negro filhermen, 
who followed behind playing antic gambols, 
and dancing all the way to the grave. 

At the gate of the burying ground the 
corpfe was taken from the hearfe, and borne 
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by eight negroes, not upon their fhoulders, but 
upon four clean white napkins placed under 
tlie coffin. The body was committed to the- 
grave, immediately, on reaching it, without 
either prayer or ceremony; and the cof- 
fin, diredlly, covered with earth. In doing 
this, much decent attention was obferved. 
The mould was not {hovelled in roughly 
with the fpade, alraoft difturbing the dead, 
with the rattling of ftones and bones upon 
the coffin, but was firft put into a bafket, 
and then carefully emptied into the grave ; 
an obfervance which might be adopted in 
England very much to the comfort of the 
affli^ed friends of the dcceafed. 

During this procefs an old negro wo- 
man chanted an African air, and the mul- 
titude joined her in the chorus. It was not 
in the ftrain of a hymn, or folemn re- 
quiem, but was loud and lively, in unifon, 
with the other gaieties of the occafion. 

Many were laughing and {porting the 
whole time with the fifhermen, who danced 
and gamboUed, during the ceremony, upon 
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the neighbouring graves. From the mo^ 
merit the cofHn was committed to the earth, 
nothing of order was maintained by the 
party. The attendants difperfed in various 
dircdlions, retiring, or remaining, during the 
filling up of the grave, as inclination feemed 
to lead. 

When the whole of the earth was re- 
placed feveral of the women, who had ftaid 
to chant, in merry fong, over poor Jenny’s 
clay, took up a handful of the mould, and 
threw it down again upon the grave of 
their departed friend, as the finifhing of the 
ceremony, crying aloud “ God blefs you^ 
Jenny ! good-hy ! remember me to all friends 
/’ other fide of the fea^ J^f^^y •' 'em me 

come foon ! Good-by^ good-by! See for 

fend me good - - - - to-night^ Jenny I Good-by % 
good nighty Jcnny^ . good-by !” All this was 
uttered in mirth and laughter, and accompanied 
with attitudes and gefticulations expreffive of 
any thing but forrow or fadnefs. 

From the grave-digger we learned that 
poor Jenny had been a wafherwoman, and 

VOL I, T 
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that the females wh'o had, fo merrily, found- 
ed her requiem, had been . her fud-alTociates. 
They had full faith in Jenny’s tranfml- 
gratiotUt to meet her friends, at her place of 
nativity ; and their perfuafion that death was 
only a removal from their prefent to their 
former home — a mere change from a ftate 
of flavery to a ftate of freedom — did not 
barely alleviate, but wholly prevented the 
natural grief and affli£tion arifing from the 
lofs of a friend. They confidently expected 
to hear from poor Jenny, or to know her in- 
fluence, in the way they moft defired, before 
morning. 

The faith of thefe poor ignorant flaves, 
regarding a happy tranfmigration, after death, 
would feem calculated to lead them to the crime 
of filicide ; and, accordingly, this efied of their 
fuperftitlon is faid not to have been unfrequent 
among them. A tale is told of a Angular reme- 
dy having been pra£tifed againft this fatal ex- 
pedient of the negroes. Several individuals 
of a gang having hanged themfelves to efcape 
from a cruel mafter, and others being about 
(h avoid his feverities by fimilar means, he 



prevented them, by the happy expedient of 
threatening to hang Innifclf, alfo, and to 
tranfmigrate, with them, carrying the whip 
in his hand, into their own country ; where 
he would punifh them ten times more fe- 
vcrely than he had hitherto done. The ftra- 
tagem is faid to have fucceeded. Finding 
they could not, thus, efcape from the tyran- 
nic lalh, they refolved, rather than receive 
difgraceful ftripes among their African friends, 
to continue their exiftence under all the hard- 
fliips of flavery. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

jiuthor and his comrades receive kind attentions from Mr, B, 
Hinde, Make a vifit to Dr. Hinde. General face of 
the country above Bridge^Town, The party at Dr» 
Hinders ivitnefs the procefs of making rum and fugar* 
Slaves employed as running footmen. Four women feeti 
toiling in a cane field with a man holding a whip at 
their backs. Dr, Cleghorn and the Author continue their 
Walking exeroife. Meet with trees of the poifonous man-, 
chin eel — alfo of the fea^grapc, A coco^nut grove. Hof^ 
pitaliiy of a planter, A happy negro -yard. Mode of 
wofjirg linen at Barbadoes, 


Barbadoes, Feb. 

Having fatigued you, in my late letters, 
with tedious notes, concerning the flaves and 
their cuftoms, I feel happy to have it in my 
power to introduce you to the fociety of 
their mailers. Through the friendly me- 
dium of Mr. Benjamin Hinde, a merchant 
of great refpedability in Bridge-Town, we 
have been made known to feveral gentlemen 
who refidc in the country, and are of im- 
portance in the ifland : and who, in liberal 
tnd friendly hofpitality, offer us the means 
of feeing the whole of Barbadoes, and of 
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witneffing the cuftoms and manners of its 
inhabitants. It were unncceflary to remark 
that this will be a great fource of gratification 
to me, and will, even, lead me to rejoice in the 
event, while I lament the caufe of our delay. 

We have made a ride about four miles 
into the country, to dine with one of our 
profeffional brethren. Dr. Hinde, a man of 
high acquirements, and found knowledge. 
He was educated in England, and remained 
many years, in the profecution of his ftudies, 
at Cambridge. Until lately he employed him- 
felf in the praftice of medicine, at Bridge- 
Town ; but he has, now, in great part, retired 
from the fatigues of medical occupation, to 
engage in the more-genial, and more lucrative 
employment of a planter. To the inhabitants 
of the town this is a fevere lofs ; and they, 
juftly, lament the abfence of a man not lefs 
endeared to them by his private worth, and 
urbanity, than by his eminent profeffional 
talents. 

We very much enjoyed the ride to the 
dolor’s ellate ; which is fituated upon much 
T3 
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higher ground than the immediate environs 
of Bridge-Town ; the country rifing towards 
the interior of the ifland, in elevated ranges 
of diftinCk table-land. At one fpot we afcend- 
ed by a very ftecp road, and, having reached 
jhe fummit of the declivity, there found our- 
lelves again upon an extenfive plain. Soon 
afterwards we came to another rocky preci- 
pice, and having mounted this, by a path 
of dilEcult afcent, we arrived upon another, 
and ftill higher range of table-land. From 
the points of thefe fudden elevations we com- 
manded very extenfive and delightful views 
of the country below, of Bridge-Town, of the 
fea, and of the {hipping in Carlille Bay. 

The land is cultivated in open field-— 
hedges, walls, and all the ufual fences feem 
to be unknown ; nor does the eye difcover 
any diftind feparation of the different eftates ; 
but it ranges, uninterrupted, over 'a wide- 
extended furface, richly fpread with the 
various produdions of a tropical foil, and 
pleafantly interfperfed with the manfions of 
the whites, and the huts of the negroes. Cot- 
ton, pigeon peas, and Guinea corn, conflitute 
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the great produce of this, part of thelfland. 
Some fields of aloes, and of plantains, were 
alfo feen : but there appeared a degree of 
nakednefs from the want of wood, of which 
there is not a fufficiency to give a general 
richnefs to the landfcape, although about the 
great Backra-)\o\ik% there are feveral fine 
groves of the coco-nut and the majeftic 
mountain- cabbage trees. 

We arrived about tw’O o’clock, having 
made our ride in the ftrongeft heat of the 
day j but from the purity and frethnefs of 
the air, and from the country being more 
elevated, as we advanced, we felt no degree 
of languor or opprefiion, from a full ex- 
pofure to the fun. At the doctor’s houfe, 
in confequence of the fituation and ebn- 
ftruftion of the building, we felt it cooler 
than either in Bridge-Town, or Carlifle Bay. 
The party at dinner confided of eight ladies, 
and fourteen gentlemen ; the attendants were 
alfo numerous, yet, notwithftanding the num- 
ber of perfons in the room, and the many 
fmoking dilhes on the table, the fteady per * 
flation of the breeze kept us fufficiently cool. 

T4 
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The day paffed moft pleafantly all was 
harmony and good cheer. The holpitality 
which fpread the feaft, enriched its flavor* 
and the entertainment was highly graced 
by the urbanity and attentive politenefs of 
the do£tor and his lady. On our way back to 
Bridge-Town, in the evening, we perceived 
the air to be more clofe and oppreflive, 
and the heat greater as wc defeended from 
each plain of table-land ; fo that the dif- 
ference we felt between breathing in the 
town, and in the cool breeze of the country 
was very ftriking, and led us to felicitate 
the do£tof in having fo advantageoufly ex- 
changed phyfic for fugar — the confined flreets 
of the town for the open hills of the country. 

It was the feafon of cutting the cancs, 
and Dr. Hinde, kindly attentive to our gra- 
tification, had contrived that the works 
ihould be going, in order that we might wit-; 
nefs the method by which the faccharine 
juice is feparated from the canes, and after- 
wards prepared into fugar. We alfo vifited 
the diftilling houfe, and infpe^ed the ap- 
paratus for making the rum j hence, we had 
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this day, an opportunity of witnefling the 
progrcflTive fteps from the cutting of the 
canes, to the converting of their juice into fugar 
and rum. At fome more leifure moment, 
perhaps, I may note for you the whole of 
the procefs. 

"We made our excurfion in fingle-horfc 
chaifes, like thofc, with leather tops, ufed in 
England ; from which they only differ by 
having the leather, at the Tides and the back* 
made to roll up, and let down at pleafure, 
for the twofold purpofe of admitting the air, 
and excluding the rain. ' We were attended 
by flaves as running footmen, whofe duty it 
was to travel as fall as we did, and to be in 
readinefs to hold the bridles, or ftand at the 
horfes’ heads, at any fpot where we might 
chance to alight, or to paufe. They were 
equal in number to our horfes, but as we 
were unaccuftomed both to running foot* 
men, and to flaves, we had ftrong feelings of 
compundion refpeding thefe pedeftrian pa- 
ges ; and from feeing them run, and pant, and 
broil, expofed to the mid-day heat of a tropical 
fun, merely for our eafe and pleafure, It be- 
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tame fo painfully annoying to us that vie loil 
all fenfe of comfort and enjoyment: Dr. 
Cleghorn and myfelf, therefore, flopped to 
deflre that they would get up, alternately, 
hnd ride behind our chaife. Two of them, 
Only, accepted the offer — all the others con- 
tinued to walk or run throughout the journey. 

Upon our mentioning to the gentlemen 
of the ifland our uneafy feelings rcfpedling 
thefe fable attendants, they fmiled at our 
European tendern^fs, and alTured us that fo 
far from it being a fatigue or hardfhip to 
them, they always hailed fuch an excuriion 
as a holiday, and preferred it to remaining 
quietly at home. We could not, for an in- 
flant, difpute the information ; but from 
knowing that fuch violent exercife, under 
luch exceffive heat, mufl have been fatal to 
ourfelves, and not being enough Weft In- 
dians to know how very differently it af- 
feded the negroes, we could not regard them 
without fuffering ftrong feelings of mal-aife. 

At one fpot, in the courfe of our ride, 
we had our attention arrefted by obfervlng 
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a party of four, almoft naked, females work- 
ing in a cane-field. Curiofity would not al- 
low us to pafs on without devoting to them 
a moment of particular regard. We, there- 
fore, went a little off the road to approach 
them nearer; when we found that they 
were labouring with the hoe, to dig, or 
cut up the ground, preparatory to the plan- 
ting of fugar ; and that a ftout robuft-looking 
man, apparently white, was following them, 
holding a whip at their backs. Obferving 
that he was the only one of the party who was 
idle, we inquired why he did not partake of 
the talk, and were told, in reply, that it was 
not his bufinefs — that he had only to keep 
the women at work, and to make them feel 
the weight of the whip if they grew idle, or 
relaxed from their labour. 

Impulfive nature fliilhed at this infor- 
mation, and we felt fhocked and indignant, 
at feing a man, appareiitly, ftrong enough to 
do as much work as the whole of the four, em- 
ployed in the foie occupation of brandifliing 
the whip over thefe poor degraded females^ 



Reverting to the protedion demanded from 
us, by the tender fex, we forgot for a mo- 
ment, all the circumftances of the country 
we were in, and, indulging in a train 
of European fentiments, could not refrain 
from rebuking the man: and although re- 
Ee£lion whifpered “ he is but on duty” I 
confefs that I muft remain long in a land of 
flavery, ^ before I can witnefs fuch a fcene, 
without feeling a llrong imqulfe to take the 
whip from the fellow’s hand, and lay the 
lafh acrofs his fhoulders, until he lhall relieve 
the women, by, at leaft, partaking of their 
toil. 


Notwithftanding the alarm of our Bar- 
badoes acquaintance. Dr. Cleghorn and myr 
felf continue our walks, by rambling about the 
fields, and the paths, in the environs of Bridge- 
Town, at an early hour of the morning: and, 
perhaps, we' do not feel more fatigue than 
we might experience from the fame degree of 
exercife in Europe. We, lately, walked from 
6 to 9 o’clock, and if you had the opportunity 
of cpnfulting our fiatelj mulatto attendant, at 
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Mary Bella Green’s, you would learn that 
we exhibited no marks of a decreafed appetite 
at breakfaft-time. 

Near the fea we were protefted from 
the great force of the fun by the (hade of 
trees whofe leaves and trunk very much re- 
fembled the common pear tree of England, 
but whofe fruit was, in form, a correal like- 
nefs of the apple. We knew not that it was* 
forbidden, but had enough of caution not to 
tafte it. However I gathered a fmall branch, 
bearing fruit and leaves, and put into my 
pocket as a fpecimen, from which we might 
afcertain what tree it was. Prefently after- 
wards we met a negro, and upon our Ihew- 
ing it to him, and afking its name, he, in- 
Aantly, exclaimed with all the impulfe of 
alarm, “ Ah^ Majfa^ dat poifon — d<A no good 
for nhyaam — dat daamm mancbineely MaJfaP 
Finding that 1 had foAercd a ferpent, 1 di. 
re£tly threw away every leaf, and every 
apple; but 1 difeovered that, like other 
inlidious foes, manchineel had quickly dif> 
fufed its poifon, and 1 afterwards fmarted 
for my curiofity. Either my handkerchief. 



or my gloves had imbibed the ofTeiifive par- 
ticles and from having incautioufly uTed them, 
my lips and face burnt for many hours after, 
with all the fcorchings of cantharidiflical acri- 
mbny ; alfo from their having reached the 
tongue and fauces I was brought into a copious 
iaiivation, and, throughout the morning, 
my mouth and throat were much fwelled, 
and throbbed with tiery heat. 

Near the fea we faw likewife fome other 
trees, bearing a fruit very like grapes, — but 
experience of the manchineel made us cau- 
tious in gathering further fpecimens of tnfifc 
pical produAion. Some negroes whom we 
met informed us that they were called fea- 
grapes, and were ufed as fruit : upon which 
we ventured to gather a few of them, 
and found that they were ©f pleafant flavor. 
In the courfe of the fame walk we met with 
a fine avenue of coco- nut trees, bordered 
with the aloe and the plantain. This was 
not to be refifted. We could not forego the 
pleafure of exploring the extent of this de- 
lightful fhade, and, therefore, proceeded to 
its utmoft depth, when we found that it led to 
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a gentleman’s houfe; from which, as we 
approached, the lord of the manfion- came 
out to bid us welcome, and to tender us the 
civilities of hofpitality. We accepted the 
very grateful refrelhment of a fine fiiaddock, 
pulled frelh from the tree, and the gentle- 
man, kindly, condn£ted us to the plantain 
ground, the negro yard, and difiereht parts 
of the houfe and eftate. 

We had, before, feen many negro huts, 
fome lhaded by the fea-grape, fome iheltered 
by the broad and balmy leaf of the plantain, 
fome proteded by the umbrageous coco-nut^ 
and fome (landing amidil the open fields, 
expofed to the full ardor of the fun ; but all 
thefe were of a mean order, ilraggling, and 
difperfed, and bearing no kind of refemblance 
to the coliedive abode, conftruded for the 
Haves of this eftate. 

It is common at the plantations to allots 
fmall piece of ground, at a (hort diftance 
from the houfe, to the ufe of the negroes,. and 
this is called the negro-yard. Here the Haves 
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are allowed to build themfelves fmall huts to 
live in, but they are, commonly, of very coarfe 
conftruQion, and are dark, clofe, and fmoky. 
At the eftate I now fpeak of, a circular piece 
of ground had been appropriated as the negro- 
yard, but inflead of the flaves being left 
to conftrudl their own habitations, fixteen 
very neat and uniform cabins have been 
ereQed of wood, and well roofed with fhin- 
gles *. Placed in eight divifions they form a 
hollow octagon, a free opening being left for 
the breeze at one end of each hut. In the 
centre of the octagon is built a common 
kitchen, which ferves for all the fixteen 
families. The huts arc neat, and the 
whole premifes wear an air of order, and of 
cleanlinefs, not common to the abode of 
flaves. 

We contemplated this fpot with much 
fatisfadtion, and were gratified in obferving 
the high degree of attention, which was here 
given to the comfort and accommodation 
of the negroes ; who had little caufe to lament 


* Wooden tiles* 



tliclr removal from the wild woods of an 
oppofite (hore ; and could as little defirc to 
change their prefent lot for the high-rated 
freedom of European paupers. 

This happy negro-yard forms, as it 
were, a little viilage of fixtcen families, all 
of whom may aflcmhle, each evening, after 
the labour of tlie day, to join in the merry 
dance, or to fmoke and fing together, free from 
every care. No thought have they how to 
provide for their infants, or their aged parents 
— nor have they to feek either food, habitation, 
or apparel. To each family is allotted a fe- 
parate, and to all a common home ; the necef- 
fary food and clothing are ilTued to them ; and 
they know none of the anxiouscares or difficul- 
ties of the world. No fearful concern* nor ha- 
raffing incumbrance cun arife to them on ac- 
count of their ofispring, who, like thcmfelves* 
arc furniflied with all that is needful ; and thole 
who have molt children find thcmfelves moll 
valued and cftcemed. In ficknefs, medical 
attendance is provided for them, and what- 
ever is necelTary is adminificred, without 
thought or anxiety, on their own behalfi 
YOL. I. u 
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Thus are they guarded, at every avenue, 
againft the approach of want and care. Six 
days labour is demanded from theftnin the 
week ; but the fabbath is given them as a day 
of reft and relaxation ; and, from the total ab- 
fence of care, it is ufually fpent in unbounded 
mirth and feftivity. 

In the courfe of our walks we have met 
with another waihing party, and as you de- 
lire to know all that occurs, whether of much 
or little importance, I may tell you that, ii> 
this operation of cleaning, our linen is here 
beaten and rubbed, and ferubbed to pieces in 
a moft unmerciful manner, and, after all, with- 
out being made, e”en, tolerably clean. 

The following is the procefs employed ; 
the linen is firft put into a tub, and rubbed 
through fome water, then it is taken out and 
fprinkled with fand, previous to being prefled 
and beaten with a piece of wood, upon a 
coarfe large ftone, by the fide of the river; after 
which it is rubbed out in the open ftream. 
Next it is fprinkled with, the fine white fand 
of the (hore» and fpread out by the fea to 
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whiten ; then it receives another dipping in 
wafer, and, finally, is rinoed out in the run- 
ning ftreain t!.'; river. From the rough 
treatment it undergoes, it fcldom comes home 
without being torn into various rents and 
holes. The demand made for this rude 
cleaning is a bit for each piece, without any 
regard to its fize, or the labour required. A 
dozen flrirts are wafticd for twelve bits^ or, 
according to our coin, for twelve fixpences, 
and for the wafhing of a dozen pocket- 
handkerchiefs we pay the fame. 


u a 
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LETTER XXV. 

Author ami his rcmraJes make an escurfion to CoL Wil^ 
itamSs. iluf.cm of ruiing with a fugar cane. Soil of 
Barhiitlces, Pi^lurtfque fccncry of the dijlrtcl called Scot^ 
land, “ Sweet Jhades*' of Turncr^s-hall wood. Boiling 
or iiijlammahle fpring, Barbadoes^^ar, Lemons lift to 
fall tihder the trees y like crabs. Mountain cabbage* 
itee, Fiiw from Mount Hilloughby, A runaway 
A golden orchard* A “ focial rock,^* Cray^> 
ffj f on and Centurian Oranges* Evening ride to Bridge- 
down, Running Jlaves the only alloy to a mojl delightful 
exeuf ftou, Bclfajl iranfport captured by the enemy, TreeSy 
ph ints, and fruit Sy of Barbadoes, Remarks concerning 
the culiivallja and flavor cf pines. 


Barbadoes, Feb, 

w E have made another very delightful ex- 
Gurfion, and iind this little illand more inter> 
efling and pidurefque than my pen can tell 
you. Being invited to form a party to the 
plantation of Col. Williams, and to go very 
early, in order that we might extend our ride 
to fome of the moft beautiful fpots of the 
ifland, before dinner, Cleghorn, Matter, and 
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mvfelf rofe very early, and left the thip at 
5 o’clock. On arriving at Bridge Town we 
found flaves, horfes and every neceflary, for 
the e\ourdon, provided by the friendly atten- 
tion of Mr. B. Hinde, under ;whofe guidance 
we placed oiirfelves for the journey. 

We went to the houfe of his brother 
before breakfaft, where 'we found the table 
fpread, and the dodfor waiting to receive us, 
and prepared to join the party ; as was alfo 
Mr. Abel Hinde, another of his brothers. 
After amply latisfying our morning appetites, 
we proceeded towards Col. Williams’s, which 
is fome miles further in the country. The fun 
had become more powerful than we had felt 
it on our way from Bridge-Town to the doc- 
tor’s; but we gradually afeended to higher 
land, and coming into a mountainous part 
of the country, we found the|breeze fufficiently 
ftrong to prevent all fenfe of languor or op- 
preflion. 

A little before we reached the abode Of 
Col. Williams, we pafled through a field 
where a large gang of negroes was employed 
. u 3 
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in cutting canes. This proved a feafonable re- 
freflimcnt to us, for we had grown thirfty, 
and were glad to adopt the Barbadoes cuftom 
of giving our whips to the flaves, and taking 
fugar' canes to ride with — fucking one end to 
quench our ihirft, while we beat on our 
horfes with the other. 

Thus equipped, we prefently arrived at 
the dwelling of the owner of the canes, fuluting 
him with the ftaffs of fugar in our hands, 
which vvehad juft taken from his field. He 
greeted us very cordially, invited us to alight, 
and, perceiving that fomc of us were ftrangers, 
conducted us to the works, to fliew us the 
procefs of making the fugar. While looking 
at the fugar-works, we were joined by Col. 
Williams, who had rode out thus far, to meet 
us ; and our party being now complete, we 
proceeded to a moft romantic and beautiful 
part of the ifiand, called Scotland. 

Near Bridge-Town we obferved that the" 
foil was of rich black earth, but not of great 
depth, being in many places only thinly fpread 
upon calcareous rocks, which are formed 
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moftly of madriporcs. Further in the coun- 
try the earth is of a reddilh caft, and evidently 
argillaceous. This is broken, by cultivation, 
into fine mould ; and the foil is deeper, though 
lefs rich, than that near to the Town. 

In fome divifions of the part of the 
country called Scotland the land is white ; 
and pieces of earth have, here, been found 
fo hardened as to bear the knife or chiffel, 
audit has been poflibleto mark, or write with 
them, as with chalk; and hence one fpot 
has been denominated chalk-eftate : but the 
name is founded in error, for the foil is not 
calcareous : it is argillaceous, and being har- 
dened by the evaporation of its aqueous 
parts, the earth is rendered white by expofure 
to the weather. The dillridl of Scotland 
comprehends the whole of the parifh of 
St. Andrew, and part of two other parifhes— - 
the tutelar faint contributing in larger pro- 
portion than both the others. 

This part of the iflatid is uncommonly 
pidfurefque, and comprehends a very grand 
and interefting variety of fcenery. With the 
W4 



rude ftiipendous irregularity, and the dark 
fhadcs of the Alps, aiiJ the. romantic wild- 
nefs of the mountains of Whiles or Scot- 
land, it combines the gentle hut lively variety 
of thd foft and flowing furface of England : 
and, together with thefc, it offers wide views 
of the encircling ocean, the fliipping at fea 
and in tlic harbour, and all the rich luxuriance 
of tropioal vegetation. 

The particular fpot from whence this 
part of the ifland w'ould feem to have deriv- 
ed its name, is railed in rugged cliffs, and 
broken uncultivated fummits, forming a rude 
contrail to the high fertility of the vallics, 
and the bottoms of the hills. Neighbouring 
mountains, yet more lofty than thefe barren 
cliffs, tower around, clothed with rich ver- 
dure ; and the great variety of the feene. is 
further tnereafed by the umbrageous foliage 
and diverfified tints of Turner’s»hall wood, 
— the moft extenfive, and the oldeft foreft 
in the ifland. 

After being long expofed to the fcorch- 
ing fun, in contemplating the many beauties 
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of this fweet neighbourhood, we paded over 
rough and rugged roads, along crooked nar- 
row paths, up fteep mountains, and down 
rapid defeents, into the deep gloom of the 
forefl ; where the change of feene was no Icfs 
ftriking, than the coolnefs of the temperature 
was refrcfliing and grateful. Literally might 
thefe be called fweet JhaJes ^ for they not only 
oiTered the proteiftion we courted, but like- 
wife contributed the rcfrefliment of oranges 
and lemons to quench our thirft, and further 
regaled us with the fragrance of odoriferous 
fhrubs and plants. 

Nor was this all, for the cool retreats of 
the forell miniftered ftill more bountifully 
to the pleafures of this charming excurllon ; 
which was equally calculated to amufe the 
traveller, and to gratify the naiuralift, and 
the f)hilofopher. Faftidlous, indeed, mull he 
have been, — nor would you, my friend, have 
envied him the apathy of his feelings, who 
could not be amufed, nor find fubjedls for 
his contemplation in fuch a tour. No fuch 
travellers were of our party — all were amufed 
— all delighted and gratified. We, who were 



298 

ftrangcrs dwelt on every fcene with rapture ; 
and our kind friends, to whom the whole 
was familiar, cxprefled new delight in ad- 
miniftering, fo amply, to our gratification. 

The cool flicltcr of the foreft was derived 
from the mountain-cabbage, from large ce- 
dars, and from others of the oldell and 
fined trees of the ifland. Amidft thefe (hades 
we defeended to a narrow gully, between 
two mountains, to fee one of the great 
curiofities — one of the reported phaenomena 
of Barbadoes — “ a boiling fpring !” On ap- 
proaching the fpot, we came to a fmall hut 
in which was living an old black woman, 
who employed hcrfclf as a guide to exhibit, 
under a kind of necromantic procefs, all the 
details of this boiling and burning fountain. 
The old dame, bearing in her hand alighted ta- 
per, and taking with her an empty calabalh, and 
all the other neceiTary apparatus of her office, 
led the way from the hut down to the Ijpring. 
In a dill, and mod fecluded fituation, we came 
to a hole, or fmall pit filled with water, which 
was bubbling up in boiling motion, and pour- 
ing, from its receptacle, down a narrow chan- 
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nel of the gully. Here our fable forcerefs, in 
all the filene and folemnlty of magic, placing 
the light at her fide, fell down upon her 
knees, and, with her calabafh, emptied all 
the water out of the hole, then, inimerfing 
the taper in the deep void, {he fuddenly fet 
the whole pit in a flame; when {he inflantly 
jumped upon her legs, and looked fignificantly 
round, as if anxious to catch the furprife cx- 
prefied upon our countenances, from the 
workings of her witchcraft. The taper being 
removed, the empty fpace continued to burn 
with a foft lambent flame, without the ap- 
pearance of any thing to fupport the corn- 
bullion. We obferved freflr water flowly 
diftilling into the pit, from the earth at its 
fidcs, and dropping to the bottom ; and as this 
increafed in quantity, it raifed the flame 
higher and higher in the pit, fupporting it 
upon its furface, and conveying the ap- 
pearance of the water itfelf being on fire ; 
although it was very clear and pure, and not 
fpread with any oily or bituminous matter. 
When the water had rifen to a certain height, 
the flame became feeble, then gradually de- 
clined, and prefently was extin£l. The 
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water was now feen to boil and bubble as be- 
fore, and, foon ovelflovving the pit, refumcd 
its courfe down the narrow channel of the 
gully, and all w'as reftored to the fiate in 
which we had found it. 

You will, before thir, have difeovered 
that the water wa j cold, and that the boiling 
and burning of this fiery deep was only the 
eflc£t of inflammable gas, which, efcaping 
from the bowels of the earth, and rifing from 
the bottom of the pit, fupported the flame 
when it was empty, and, bubbling through 
it, when it was filled witli water, gave it the 
appearance of a boiling fpt ing. During the 
combuAion, the fmell of the inflammable air 
was very powerful. 

In the ftones and foil, in the very rocks 
and roads, we traced the origin of this plnarno- 
mcnon of nature. Afphaltic produdlions 
abounded on every quarter; and, upon inquiry, 
wc found that we wbre in the very part of 
the country which produces the celebrated 
Barbadoes tar ; the fmell of which faluted us 
as we rode along ; and we even faw it diflil- 
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ling fron tiic hills of harueneJ clay, and like- 
wife ifl'uing from the rocks at the fides of 
the road. The argillaceous foil of this neigh- 
bourhood is every where flrongly impreg- 
tvircd w’th hitu'nen, in which you will rea- 
dily perceive the origin of the “ boiling, 
or inllammablo fpring.” 

We were next concluded to fevcral 
fjjots, amldft the rough and wooded moun- 
tains, where we faw the tar ifl'uing copioufly 
into pits from the earth, and witnciTcd the* 
moxle of colleding it. So plentiful is it 
in this part of the country, that it may be 
procured from any hole dug deep enough 
to contain water ; for w'hen fmall openings 
are made in the earth, and water has 
flowed into them, the petroleum exuding from 
around accumulates and floats in a thick coat 
upon the furface. The mode of colleding 
it is by laying the palm of the hand flat upon 
the water, and then feraping off the tar, which 
adheres to it, upon the edge of a bafon or a 
calabafh, repeating the dipping and feraping 
until the furface of the water is entirely 
cleared of its bituminous coating. After a 
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few days the water is again covered, and 
more of the tar may be coll.e£led in a fimilar 
manner. 

*Tcf reach thefe pits of tar we were ob- 
liged to fcramble, on foot, through deep and 
mountainous woods, and by way of narrow 
rugged paths ; leaving our flavcs and horfes 
to go round and meet us at a diftant fpot 
below, Near the pits w'ere growing great 
numbers of lemon trees, whofe fruit, like the 
crabs of the Englilh hedges, having fallen 
from its branches, lay in heaps, unheeded, 
under the trees. 

In the part of the wood wlicre. we faw 
the inflammable fpring were great numbers 
of mountain cabbage trees, which were faid 
to be of a peculiar kind, and different from 
all others in the ifland. This magnificent 
palm is unqueflionably the finefl tree that 
grows. From words, or drawings, you can 
only colleil an imperfefl: idea of it. To 
comprehend its line fymmetry, its grandeur, 
and roajeftic loftinefs, it mull be feen. Its 
trunk is very fmootb, and almoft regularly 
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Cylindrical, rifing into a fuperb and ftately 
pillar, refembling a well-hewn column of 
ftonc. At the bafe its circumference is fome- 
what greater than at any other part, yet 
ledening io gradually, upwards, as to preferve 
the moft juft and accurate proportion. Not 
a lingle branch, nor even the flighteft twig, 
interrupts the general harmony of the trunk, 
which often rifes, in a correft perpendicular, 
to the height of from fixty to a hundred feet, 
and then fpreads its palmated foliage into a 
wide and beautifully radiated circle. Branches 
it has none, but the fine expanfive leaves, 
{hooting immediately from the fummit of 
the ftately trunk, extend around it, crowning, 
and, as it were, proteding the mafiy column, 
in form of a full expanded umbrella. 

It will perhaps occur to you that our 
noble Englilh oak, with all its rude and 
crooked limbs, muft be a more pi(fturefque 
objed. So it is, and fo is likewife the wide- 
fpreading filk>cotton : but the loftinefs, the 
ftately grandeur, the exad proportion, and 
the deep-fhading foliage of the mountma- 
cabbage are unequalled, and, in their happy 



The whole Ifland, encircled by the Atlan- 
tic ocean, was under the eye, difplaying a 
feene which comprelicnded all the variety of 
land and fca, of hill and vale, of rude nature 
and high cultivation. On one hand were 
barren rugged rocks — on the other rich and 
fertile plains. Towns, houfes, huts, and fu- 
gar-works were fecn diftributed about the 
ifland ; bays and rivulets were before us 
opening into the fca ; a large fleet appeared 
at anchor, with its forefl: of mafts intermixed 
amidft the buildings of the town j multitudes 
of (hips and boats were failing in all direc- 
tions round the coaft j and the folemn forefts 
and painted groyes difplayed all the rich fo- 
liage of tropical vegetation. To form fuch 
a pidure would defeat the genius of a Claude, 
or defy the bold pencil of a Salvator Rofa. 
It was alfo further enhanced, by the circum- 
Itances under which we faw it; the bright 
tropical fuu being, fuddenly, overcaft by a 
heavy black cloud ; which, ftealing along the 
mountain tops, fo varied the (hades and tints 
as to give additional effed to all the beauties 
of the fcene ; but while we were devoutly 
contemplating it, this cloud broke upon us in 



307 


all the violence of a pelting ftorm, and drove 
us to feek ihelter in a neighbouring cottage. 

Amidft the variety comprifed in the 
view from Hilloughby hill I muft not forget 
to mention that we faw what is here termed 
the “ runaway eftate” — which is a territory 
of many acres of fine and rich foil, fo called 
from having been removed, at various times, 
to a confiderable difiance, by heavy torrents 
of rain, or fudden ruptures of the earth. It is 
laid not to be an unfrequent occurrence, in 
this iiland, for a large tra£I of laiid thus to 
aflume a change of place ; many examples of 
which are to be feen in the parilhes of St. 
Andrew and St. Jofeph. Large trees, plan- 
tains, fugar canes, and different crops of 
growing produce have been removed with 
their foil, and have continued to thrive in 
their new fituation, as well as if they had 
remained undifturbed. 

A very fingular change of crop, and of 
foil, is faid to have happened at the eftate of 
a Mr. Fofter, where a large portion of land, 
in the poffeflion of a poor tenant near the 
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coaft, fuddenly journied into the fea j and» 
while the unhappy man was bewailing the 
lofs, not only of his crop, but likewife of the 
territory on which it was growing, the land of 
his neighbour, Mr. Fofter, travelled to the 
fpQ$, and brought to him a crop of canes*, which 
continued to grow quite as well as before 
they took their journey. 

On cur approach to Col. Williams’s, 
we were led into a fine valley of fruits, 
which offered us the moft grateful refrefli- 
roent that could have prefented itfelf. We 
had^bcen long riding in excefiive heat, and 
were parching with thirft ; when the Colonel, 
without previoufly announcing it, condu£ted 
us to the point of a hill from which we fudden- 
ly viewed a rich and golden orchard below. 
Elevated as we were above the harrow gul- 
ly in which the fruits were growing, our 
fituation feemed in a degree vexatious and 
tantalizing — but the Colonel only tempted 
iis, to augment our gratification, for we 
quickly defeended, by a fteep and confined 
path, into the midff of this region of fweets > 
where, had the fruk been prohibited as .the 
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fatal apple of our firft parent, it had been 
foarcely poillble we could liave refifted the de- 
fire- -- oftajling ! Such grateful — I'uch delici- 
ous refrefliment never before had met our lips ! 
The oranges were not only ten times better than 
the very beft in the world ; but they were ta- 
ken freftx from the tree, and at a moment of 
heat and parching third: which was calculated 
to render them ten tboufand times fweeter 
then the fweeteft of themfelves ! But with- 
out any hyperbolical flavor, they were, really, 
and in plain fad, very fuperior to any oranges 
I had ever tailed. We gathered and con- 
fumed them in dozens, and, after having moll 
gratefully allayed our burning thirft, we pro- 
ceeded to explorethe extent, and the many ex- 
quifite produ^ions of this bounteous orchard, 
by whofe delicious fruit, and fraglant odour, 
three of our fenfes had been fo fumptuoufly 
regaled: indeed I may fay four, for, like 
Baffon*s automaton upon gaining his fx- 
illence, we gathered, and experienced a new 
fenfe of delight - - - - from feeling the fruit. 

The orchard is planted in a narrow 
gully between two hills, and is nearly half a 
X3 
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mile in length. It abounds in the various 
fpecies of the orange tiibe — oranges, {had- 
docks, limes, lemons, and forbidden fruit 
hanging in the moft inviting profufion. The 
banana, the plantain, and divers other fruits 
are lilcewife plenteoufly intermixed. It is 
the employment of two negroes conftanly to 
'attend the orchard and protect the fruit. 
The oranges we moft enjoyed, and which 
were cfteemed the beft in the colony, were 
from a tree nearly a hundred years old, 
and the largeft upon the ifland. They were 
fmall, but of moft exquifite flavor. I have 
formerly enjoyed oranges even in England, 
and have always held them a fine fruit ; 
but after tailing the incomparable produce of 
the venerable centurian branch, I fear thofe to 
be met with in Britain will be infipid indeed.— 
If you don’t feel a wilh for tropical thirft, and 
feme oranges from the Colonel’s old tree, you 
ought never to know the true flavor of 
fruit ! 

. Having made a moft delicious repaft in 
the fweet fhaded valley, we again mount- 
ed our horfes, *and, after a fhost ride, arrived 



at Col. Williams’s houfe. Here we enjoyed 
the refreftiment of cold water and a change 
of linen, and having taken a little time to 
reft ourfelves, proceeded in great comfort 
to eat our dinners in the open air under the 
“ focial rock.” Defcending from the houfe by 
a fteep path, we came into the valley, a ftiort 
diftance from the orchard, and paiTed under 
a large open arch of a rock, winch formed 
the grand entrance to a fuite of natural 
and romantic apartments. A little further in 
the gully we came to an excavation called 
the drawing-room ; and, beyond this, under 
a ftupendous and impending part of the 
rock, we found a fmooth and level fpot call- 
ed the dining-room, which is fufficiently 
fpacious to accommodate a hundred people* 
Here was placed the hofpitable board, which 
is often and liberally fpread by the friendly 
Colonel ; and in this fequeftered (hade were 
alTembled chairs, benches, wine, punch, fruit, 
and all that could contribute to the eafe 
and comfort of wearied travellers. But, in 
truth, we were not of this clafs ; for the gra- . 
tiBcation and high mental delight we had 
experienced,' had prevented all fenfe of 
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bodily fatigue from our long and fcorching 
ride. 


We drank a glafs of punchy and explored 
the deep caverns and various receffes of this 
rocky retreat before the dinner was ferved. 
About four o’clock we took our feats at table, 
having been in alinoft conftant exercife from 
five in the morning. A hanging rock of ma- 
dripores (haded us above and behind ; and, in 
the front, we had the breeze of the valley foftly 
breaking its way to us through a plantation of 
bamboos and fragrant limes, while, immedi- 
ately before us, fmoking viands, rich wines, and 
delicious fruits crowned the board. Having 
endeavoured to provoke your third for the 
oranges of the valley, I might further urge 
your appetite in qued of the cray-fifh foup 
of the “ focial rock,” for’ 1 do not know 
that I ever taded any dHh fo rich, or of fuch 
exquilite flavor. But .tell not this to our 

friend the newly elected alderman, un- 

lefs he can fparc time for a trip to Barbadocs ; 
■where he might feel compenfated for the 
voyage, by fcalting upon cray-filh foup, and 
centurian oranges under the ** focial rock 
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or, If thefe (hould not fuffice, I might enfure 
hirr, na anple reward for his journey, in the 
focietv of the hofpitable friends with whom 
we partook the feaft. 

Tn the evening the Colonel loaded us 
home with fruits from the orchard ; but the 
party did not feparate until our kind friends 
had planned for us a ftill more extenfive ma- 
rooning excurfion ;.to which' I need fcarcely 
fay we gave our moll cordial conferitT ■ Cur re- 
turn to Bridge-Town was peculiarly pleifanf: 
the moon (hone bright ; the heat was mo- 
derate, and we had quite the agreeable ride of 
an Englilh fummer evening. The diftance 
is about eight miles^ and as we defccnded 
from the higher to the lower land the air be- 
came perceptibly clofer, until, at the town, the 
breeze feemed to defcrt us, and we, no longer, 
felt the cool perflation, which had been fo 
grateful to us in the more . elevated parts of 
the ifland. 

Never, perhaps, did a long and inter- 
efting day pafs more pleafantly; nor was 
hofpitaiity ever evinced with more friendly 
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urbanity. No attention was forgotten to ren- 
der every thing comfortable and agreeable 
to us : no care was omitted to promote or 
forward our gratification. It feemed the ob- 
jeft of all to offer us every polfible accom- 
modation, arid to bring us acquainted, in the 
happied: manner, with the country and its 
inhabitants. We felt infinitely lefs of fatigue 
than might have been expected, from the 
great dillance we had journied, and from the 
length of time we were expofed to heat, and 
e:aercife ; and the only alloy which in any 
degree interrupted our enjoyment, through- 
out this grateful day, was a fenfe of fuffering, 
of which we could not wholly divert ourfelves 
concerning the poor flaves, who had to fup- 
port, on foot, the very fame journey which, 
in us, was regarded as a furprizing exertion 
on horfeback. 

In the courfe of the day we repeatedly 
made compaflionate appeals to the' gen- 
tlemen of the ifland concerning them, but 
they as conftantly aifured us that our pity 
was mrifplaced, adding that they were ac* 
cuftomed to the exercife, and would fufier 
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far lefs fatigue than ourfelves. Still our £u> 
ropean feelings forced upon us the wifti 
that either they had been accommodated with 
mules, or we had difpenfed with their at- 
tendance ; and it will require a much longer 
refidence, amidft this new order of things, 
before we {hall be able to perfuade ourfelves 
that our fenfe of difquietude was only a 
mifplaced humanity. 

Upon reaching the Lord Sheffield we 
experienced fome diminution of our plea- 
furable feelings, by hearing that the Belfail 
tranfport, with troops, was taken and carried 
into Guadalope ; which intelligence had 
been brought by the captain of an American 
ihip, who had been detained by the captors 
while they removed the prifoners. 

I Ihould have told you that in the courfe 
of our long ride we had the opportunity of 
feeing a very extenlive variety of the vegeta- 
ble produdions of the tropical world; and 
that we met with multitudes of trees, Ihrubs, 
and plants, that were not before familiar to 
us— and many which were wholly new 
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to our obfervation. Among thofe vvhtch 
moft attracted our attention were the pi> 
memo, wild cinnamon, ginger, caflia, caflada, 
banana, plantain, tamarind, calhew apple, 
mango, fapadillo, papaw, mammee, fourfop, 
goava, grenadillo, water lemon, oranges, 
limes, lemons, (haddock, forbidden fruit, 
the aloe, logwOod, mahogany, cedar, and -lig- 
num vitae. The great ftaple produftions of 
the Weft Indies, — fugar, cotton, and coffee, 
were alfo brought frequently before the eye, 
during this interefting excurfion. 

It appeared to us fomewhat remarkable 
that, in thewholc extent of our tour, wc ftiould 
not have feen any pines growing, except at one 
Ipot near Hilloughby hill, where they were re- 
gularly planted as the crop of part of a fugar 
field. Thefruit was not ripe; and therefore we 
had no opportunity of comparingits flavor with 
that of the pines of our Englifli hot-houfes ; 
and, confequently, none of judging whether 
the cultivation of this plant is one of thofe 
circumftances, as fomc have aflerted, in which 
art has been made to rival , or even to furpafs 
the works of nature, improbable as this 
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vrould feem, upon a firft view of the great 
perfedion of nature’s produflions, ftill a 
further confideratlon renders it more than 
poflible ; for, if animals can be improved by 
culture ; if the apple and the cabbage can be 
rendered more ufcful, the pink and the tulip 
more beautiful, by the hand of man ; and, if 
th^ powers of our organs of vifion can be en- 
larged by his refearchcs in the fcience of, 
optics ; what Is there that fhall prevent 
from enriching the flavor of a tropical fniit,' 
in a temperate climate ? It would feem, in- 
deed, to require only an accurate and fteady 
attention to the laws, and operations of na- 
ture herfelf—not with a view to oppofe or 
diflort the beautiful harmony of her wo&s — 
but to profit of the great 'leflfon ihe fo li- 
berally difplays, by dire^ing, towards the 
one great objed: of our care, thofe means which 
Ihe is bufied in fupplying to all. Her boun-. 
ty is not confined to one plant, or one animal, 
but is unlimited as the univerfe. It belongs 
to her not only to fofter the fragrant pine,' 
and the honied cane, but with equal care, to 
give pungency to capficum, and bitternefs 
to the aloe. 
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If the growth aad flavor of a pine de- 
pend upon a certain degree of heat and light, 
with a due proportion of air and moifture — 
all thefe we have in England ; and, from 
careful obfervation, we may enable ourfelves 
to fupply to this, or any other particular 
plant, the neceflary quantum of thefe ele- 
ments with a more undeviating certainly, 
than will commonly be done by nature ; (he 
having to difpenfe her means, not to one root 
alone, but to all creation. The particular 
degree of moifture neceflary for the pine 
might injure the neighbouring coffee — the 
appropriate quantity of air, might not be the 
exad: proportion required by the cotton — or 
the prccife ratio of light and heat might 
differ from that demanded by the fugar cane ! 
But where man commands the difpofal he may 
diredl; the elements, in due degree, to his exotic 
nurfling, and, avoiding the irregularities of 
the natural climate, may learn to cultivate, 
and to' improve, at home, what nature never 
gave to his native foil. 

What a lefibn of induftry is here taught 
us, my friend ! How flattering is this iaft to the 
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progrelfive powera of our fpecics ; and how 
firongly does it invite to their expaniion! 
How inimenfe, how boundlefs is the Held 
which it opens to new gratification and en- 
joyment in the government of the vegetable 
world: and how feducingly does it invite U8 
to the exercife of thole talents, which all- 
bountiful nature hath fu liberally bellowed 
on man ! But the fubjcd would lead me be- 
yond the limits of a letter, however delight- 
ful, therefore, I mull not purfue it here. 
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LETTER XXVr. 

Conveys and pacht iVtll delayed. Shtgte vejfels arrive. Tranf^ 
ports taken by the enemy. Inhabitants anxious to have the 
trcops employed. Sailors defer t from the Lord Shef^ 
field. Alarm concerning a bonfs crew. Oars employ d 
as fails. Negroes in fave fijips taught to be ufefuL 
Captains of Guineanien walk on Jfsore with parties of the 
cargo. Book binding not among the trades of 
Barbadoes. Preparations for an excurfon to Hnckieton^s 
cliff. The church at Bridge-Town. The fignal code. 

Barbadoes, Feb. 

W^E flill remain without jmy accurate in- 
telligence refpe£ling the great body of our 
convoy : and, having no tidings of the com- 
mander in chief, we continue in equal uncer- 
tainty when we may proceed to our original 
deftination, at St. Domingo. All here is fuf- 
penfe and anxiety. The folicitude of the 
mercantile world is not lefs than that of the 
military. No packet is arrived ; the affairs of 
commerce arc interrupted ; we have no news 
of Europe or the war, and all feems fhut in 
ignorance, or ahlbrbcd in painful uncertainty. 
Straggling velTcls of cur difaftrous fleet con- 
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tinue to arrive ; and, from the(e, we catch 
with cagernefs, every report, but ftill with- 
out acquiring any thing fatisfaftory. Some 
feparated on one day ; fome another ; and 
fome another : but with refpedt to the actual 
ftate of the convoy all is ftill enveloped in 
doubt and incertitude. 

Moft unhappily our difappointment and 
our regrets are further augmented by the 
painful intelligence of frequent captures be- 
ing made by the enemy’s privateers. From 
the veflels coming out, in this difperfed and 
divided manner; the cruifers, from Guada- 
lope, arc but too fuccefsful, in picking up 
numbers of our unarmed, and unprotedlcd 
tranfports. 

A (hip which arrived this day reports 
that flie parted from the Admiral and a hun- 
dred fail of the convoy, on the feventh of 
January, in latitude 45, longitude 17. This 
is received, by fome, as favorable intelligence, 
it feeming to ftrengthen the hope that the 
fleet has not been under the neccHity of 
again putting back to Cork, or Spithead. 
But it is now fo long fince the feventh 
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of January, and we have known m thi 
interval fuch violent,— fuch repeated and 
long continued gales, that, to many of us, 
this news is equally unfatisfaflory as all we 
had heard before. So little does it meet our 
hopes, that we have ftill many apprehenfions 
left the majority of the convoy may have 
been obliged to return to Ireland or to En- 
gland. Between five and fix thoufand troops 
have reached Barbadoes in the (hips already 
arrived, and the inhabitants of the lilands 
exprefs fad regret and impatience at fee- 
ing fuch a body of men remain fo long 
unemployed. Looking to the fpot moft 
in danger, or concerning which they feel 
a more immediate intercfl, they wiflr that 
to be made fecurc, forgetful, that were the 
troops to be divided as they might wifli, and 
detached on diflerent fervices, before the ar- 
rival of the commander in chief, with the 
remainder of the armament, the great objed 
of the expedition might, thereby, be al- 
together defeated. 


Unhappily the -fineft feafon is paffing- 
away — and before the whole army can have 
.'irrived, and be brought into a£lion, the rainy 
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period will be faft approaching ; but, as many 
of the men already here are in a fickly ftate, we 
hope the delay may prove beneficial to them, 
by affording them an opportunity of reco- 
vering from the ills of the voyage, and of 
their long confinement on board, before they 
enter upon the fatigues of the campaign. 
They are daily taken on fliore to relieve them 
from the clofe atmofphere of the tranfports; 
and, from being regularly exercifed, they will 
have the advantage of becoming, in fome 
degree, acclimates previous to being ordered 
upon adlual fervice. 

A report is current here that the Spanifh 
part of the ifland of St. Domingo has refufed 
to fubmit to the French j and that the go- 
vernor has fent down to Jamaica to demand 
proteflion from the Englilh. If fuch be the 
fadf, it leads to additional regret refpe€ling 
the unfortunate delays of this powerful ar-» 
mament : a very confiderable part of which 
is fuppofed to be deftined for St. Domingo. 

We learn from pur captain that an 
alarming defertion is taking place among the 
failors of his fhip. Six have already ab- 
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fcontled, and the number of our crew is re- 
duced to fourteen. This intelligence makes 
us apprehenfive left, by the time we fail for 
St. Domingo, we may not have enough bands 
to work the fliip. But we are confoled 
in the recollection that the friendly trades 
will be directly in our favor; and that we 
cannot require fo ftrong a fhip’s company 
as amidft the terrific, and adverfe gales which 
fo long befet us on our paflage hither. 

A fad alarm has fpread th roughout the 
harbour, and we have been all in vivid 
and anxious concern, refpeCting the fate 
of twelve men who went out in a flat-bot- 
tomed boat to confign to the deep bofom 
of the ocea n, the body of a deceafed fhip- 
mate. Defirous not to throw over the 
corpfe within the harbour, where it would 
be inftantly devoured by the numerous 
flrarks which infeft the bay, and which we 
fee almoft daily ftealing round the veflTels in 
fearch of prey, they rowed fo far out to fea 
as to be unable to pull back again j and the 
tide being againft them, their heavy boat, not- 
withftanding all their efforts to row her 
into the harbour, was fet adrift, and carried 
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out into the wide Atlantic, with all hands on 
board. The captain finding it long before 
his men returned, grew very apprehenfive 
regarding their fafety. A general alarm 
fpread throughout the bay ; and extending 
likewife to the fliore, multitudes foon co- 
vered the beach, while the fhroiids, and 
yards of the fhips, were thronged with an- 
xious crowds looking out for the funeral 
party. No boat appeared, and the fears refpe£t- 
ing the perilous lituation of the party becom- 
ing univerfal, two fchooners were difpatched 
in fearch of them. Happily the weather 
and the waves were moderate, or the whole 
had certainly been loft, for the boat was found 
adrift at open fea ! Fortunately all the men 
“were in her, and were brought back in lafety 
to the harbour, exprefling themlelves very 
thankful for their untxpe<fted deliverance 
from the jaws of hungry ocean. 

A ftrong contraft, to the dangerous fitu- 
ation of thefe poor men, was ofitred in the 
repofe of fotne other boats’ crews, whom we 
perceived fitting at reft in their boats, and fail- 
ing about the harbour by means of their 
oars ; a Quftom which we find to be common 
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here ; for we often fee parties of negroes, 
boatmen, and failors, feud indolently about 
the bay, employing their oars by way of fails. 
They fix the handles of them at the bottom 
of th? boat, and fetting them up, two on 
each 'fide, with the flat furface to the wind, 
cplle£l; a fuificiency of the breeze to carry the 
boat along without the trouble of rowing. 

The captains of the Guineamen often re- 
lieve their Ihips’ company from the duty of 
the boat, by training fome of their black cargo 
to the ufe of the oar.— Indeed ifo ufeful do 
many of the negroes become, during the 
paflfage, and the time they are detained on 
board, that their aififtance is of much fervice 
in working the vefTel. We occafionally fee 
the matter of a flave Ihip rowed attiore by 
four of his naked Africans, who appear as 
dexterous, in the management of the boat, 
as if they had been for years accuftomed to it. 

Often we obferve the captains parading 
the ftreets, accompanied by parties of their 
prime flaves — apparently with the intention 
of exhibiting them to the eye of the public, 
in found ftate and good condition. This 
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contributes, at the fame time, to the health 
and amufement of thefe poor beings, who 
feem delighted at feeling their feet on fhore, 
and, in due obedience to their captain, dance 
and frolic as they go. along, either in real, or 
in well dilfembled contentment and happi- 
nefs. 

I made a vifit on fhore this morning 
In the intention of leaving feme books to be 
bound, which, you will remember, I brought 
out, in fheets, from the printer ; but you will 
be furprifed to learn that no fuch perfon as 
a book-binder could be found in Barbadoes. 
We called on Mr. Hinde, and were informed 
that, by the afliflancc of his friends Meflrs. 
Jordan and Maxwell, he had provided horfes 
for our intended “ Marooning party” to Hac- 
kleton’s Cliff, and the northern coafl of the 
ifland j when, upon our apologizing for be- 
ing fo troublefome to him, and his friends, 
and obferving that we had fent our fervants 
fjjj, hire horfes for the journey, he replied 
tiiat' no apologies could be neceffary, for it 
would be “ quite, inconfiftent with Barbadoes 
to fuffer ftrangers to have the trouble of pro- 
curing horfes, or of feeking, for themfelves^ 
Y4 



the accommodations of a country excur- 
fion.” 


Mr. Hinde accompanied us in our walk 
to different parts of the town, and to fee the 
church, which is a plain and neat edifice, 
built much upon the plan of Greenwich 
chapel; the interior is fitted up with enclofed 
feats of cedar, regularly confiruCted in the 
modern llyle. It is alfo furnilhed with a hand* 
fome organ. 

The fhip being made our head quarters, 
it is a great fource of amufement to us while 
we remain in harbour, to oblcrve the differ- 
ent figna'is made at the flag ftaff, at the en- 
trance of the Bay, when any veflels appear 
within fight. Indeed the hourly expectation 
of the fleet has made the fignal-ftaff fo much 
an object of our ftudy, that fcarcely a flag 
can be hoifted but we inftantly comprehend 
the intelligence it is meant to convey to the 
Governor, at Pilgrim, from whence the fig- 
nals are anfwercd. Mailer, in particular, 4$ 
become fuch an adept in this fcience, and is 
fo entirely au fait to the fignal code, that, 
Crould a vacancy occur, during our continu* 



ance here, It Is propofed to recommend Z)r. 
Robert Majlcr^ phyfician to the forces, as a 
proper perlbn for the appointment of Signal- 
Majler- General^ for Carlifle bay, and the 
whole of the bays and promontories of his 
Majefty’s ifland of Carbadoes. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Marooning excurfton to the windward coajl of Barbadoes^ 
Harrifon's Cave, Sugar Hill, Joes River, Unhappy 
fate bf the Rev, Air, H, its late pojfejfor. Bayhoufe, Beer-^ 
Jheba, Animal fewer, HneUetotis cliff. Mules of the 
Alps, Ginger plantation, Colleton efate. Urbanity (f 
Mr, TloUingsworth and family, Codrlngton college. Coach 
Hill, Negroes dine in the open field expfed to the fun. 
Mode of claying fugar. Eccentric manager of Kendall 
fate, Drax-hall, Barbadees one of the ** Friendly IfesJ^ 
Spendlove efate, Hofpiiality and benevolence of Air, John 
Waiih, Fat people mt uncommon in Barbadoes, Gratis 
iude offaves, Negro privileges, PiBurefque feenery of a 
Negro yard, Alarket held on Sunday, Supplied by Ne* 
groes. Sprats, lolfers^ and milk punch firved after din-* 
tier. Air, IVaith, fen, invites the Party to a Barbadoes 
farmer^ s dinner, Difappointment refpeBing Mr, EllcocFs 
botanical colleilion, Cotnpenjaiion by recommending it to the 
attention of Dr, IFright, General remarks concerning tie 
excurfwn. 


Barbadoes, Feb. 

We have made our projeded Marooning 
excurflon to Hacklcton’s ClifF, and the wind- 
ward coaft of the ifland, as planned by our 
friends at the “ focial rock,” and how often, 
in the courfe of it, did my thoughts wander 
to another friend, wifhing yet one addition 
to the party ! 

4 
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On the 23d inft. we went off before 
fix in the morning to Bridge-Town, where 
we found flaves, horfjs, and every neceC* 
fary for the journey, provided by the 
friendly Mr. Hinde, and in rcadinefs for our 
departure. It was arranged, that we fhould 
avail ourfelves of the early part of the day, 
by' proceeding to Col. Williams’s before break- 
fall. The morning was dull ; the Iky low- 
ered, and it threatened rain ; but none fell, 
and from the fun being obfeured, the air was 
pleafantly cool. 

We rode flowly as far as Dr. Hinde’s, 
where we were joined by the Dodor, and Mr. 
Abel Hinde, and Mr. Jordan, Upon our 
arrival at Col. Williams’s, we found the 
breakfaft board moll bounteoufly fpread, arid 
the Col. prepared to take an adlive part in the 
expedition. After breakfafting with good 
appetite, and being well relied and refrelhed, 
we left the “ focial rock,” to purfue'our route, 
in the true Marooning fpirit of making a 
home whenever we might require it, or 
wherefoever we might find it, availing our- ^ 
felves of whatever dwelling might prefent 
itfelf in our path. The firll objedl which met 
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our attention was within about half a mile 
of the Col.’s houfe, where we flopped to ex- 
plore one of the greateft natural curiofities 
of the Ifland — a very extenfive fubterraneous 
cavern, called “ Harrifon’s Cave.” Its hid- 
den mouth opens among the rocks of a deep 
narrow gully, between two lofty hills. There 
we forfook the world of light, and defeended 
into the dark regions of the earth, in order 
to advance to the bottom of the fombre depths 
before us. Our way was intricate and ol>- 
feure. Taking with us three Negroes, with 
lights, we defeended by narrow windings, or 
fpacious openings, by broad walks, or narrow 
crooked paths, over loofe ftones, or rocky 
ftceps. At one moment we found ourfelves 
under a fine arch or dome, hung with clufters 
of pctiifadions ; at another we were in a 
narrow aifle, whofe walls, and impending 
vault, faintly glittered with multiform incruf- 
tations. 13y the fenfes of feeling and hear- 
ing, more than by fight, we judged of the 
varying uncertainty of our fituation, and ad- 
vanced in perilous flep — now confined, now 
in more open fjTace, until we reached a fpot 
where we came to a gentle rivulet, foftly 
ftealing along its fubterraneous bed in a pure 
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atid cryftal ffiream. A few foft rays, gleam* 
ing from above, filvered over the furface, and 
exhibited all the purity of this, limpid cur- 
rent, conveying, amid ft fome funilitudes of 
fituatiou and of fcene, precifely the reverfe of 
the difmal waters of Acheron, which are re- 
prefented by the poets^ as wandering in the 
gloomy dark, where 

Above no Iky is fecn ; below 

A turbid wave is feen to Cow. 

But here the ITcy did appear above, for it 
was feen at a circular opening, cut through the 
foil and the folid rock, to the depth of thirty 
or forty fathoms, and refembled the pale moon, 
or the brighter orb of day, divefted of his 
fiery rcdnefs, and his golden beams. The 
wave, too, was any thing but turbid j indeed, 
it was fo invitingly clear and pure, that we 
were tempted to drink of Its limpid ftream. 

Together with our artihclal lights, the 
mild rays from the opening above, pene- 
trating to the very bottom of the -cave, dif- 
played the hanging tubes of ftaladtites, and the 
various furrouading petrifafbions, in a pecu- 
liarly interefting and romantic manner : 
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** Here incruftations ftrike the eyes : 

There fpangled domes, with luftre bright^ 
Beam down an artificial light ; 

Whence penfile hang, in gothic IheWy 
D^fcending to the fands below, 

Fantaftic forms— 

After contemplating the .fine pellucid 
ilream, and the pendant vaults, the arches, 
and recefles around, we proceeded onwards to 
a confiderable dil^ance beyond the rivulet, 
until the intricate path became more and more 
difficult, and the gloomy cavern feemed to 
clofe upon us in dark, and endlefs deep. The 
feeble taper now fcarcely illumined the fpot 
whereon we ftood, while all before us was 
burled in the profoundeft darknefs. The 
path grew ftill more uncertain and irregular : 
here we bent our perfons almoft double to 
pafs under a rugged arch ; there defeended a 
fudden fteep j then, again, we had to feram- 
ble up a craggy and projeding mafs : prefent- 
ly we turned the fliarp corner of a rock, into 
a narrow paflage, between huge walls of ftone j 
next we opened into a more fpacious vault $ 
foon our way was again confined, or our 
heads ftruck the hanging petrifadions above. 
At one moment we trod on the firm rock, at 
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another our ilepplngs were upon loofe fl;ones» 
and, perhaps, the following inftant we found 
our feet in water, or upon damp earth : now 
we feemed to have reached the utmoft depth 
of the cave— then we Hepped fuddenly into 
a wide fpace. At length we reached the 
fartheft extent that had been explored, but 
unlimited windings feemed yet to lead on, 
in dark and terrific gloom, to the very centre 
of the earth. 

Having no other lights than two or 
three open tapers, we did not feel it prudent 
to venture farther into paflages unexplored, 
and more particularly as the road we had 
paficd, had been fo obfcure and perplexing 
that, in cafe of any accident occurring to 
extinguifii our light, we might not have been 
able to have traced our way back, to the 
mouth of the cave. Hence we detUned pro- 
ceeding any deeper into this filent tomb of 
the earth; and turned about to retrace our 
fteps to a brighter fcene. Feeling better 
^flured refpedling our path we now more 
leifurely contemplated the ftupendous walls of 
rock, the varied incruHations, and ponderous 
mafles of ftaladtites, the multitudes of mad- 
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ripores, and other calcareous concretions^ 
formed by nature from the limpid diftilling 
drop, which were feen on all fides, alfo above 
and below, and hanging round about our heads 
in an endlefs variety of romantic and fanc< 
iful forms. 

The air, in moft parts of the cave, was 
confined and warm, but, occafionally, we 
felt it damp and chilly. On our way back, 
at a narrow pafs, where we had been obli- 
ged to bead low the knee in order to creep 
Under the arch of a rock, we perceived it 
rufti in flrong current ; and here the whole 
of our lights were fuddenly cxtinguiflied, 
and W'C were fliut in the dark and hollow 
bowels of the earth, unable to explore our 
way to the mouth of the cavern. Unhappily, 
too, we were confined in a damp current 
of air, where we were compelled to fiand 
fliivcring with cold, while Col. Williams and 
the Negroes, who had been often in the 
cave, felt their way, at great hazard, to the 
opening, to procure new lights. We remained 
buried in the filent feclufion of this fubterranc- 
ous abode for nearly an hour ; and when the 
diftant found of our conduder's fett returned 
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upon our ears, and the foft glimmerings of 
light again dole into the folemn depths of the 
cave, the efie^twas uncommonly ftriking and 
beautiful. Watching carefully as the negroes 
approached, we at one moment faw the rays 
of light gleam upon their dark Ikins, gilding 
them as it were with fire, and giving them the 
appearance of the fons of Satan. Prefently 
we lod them in profound obfcurity, then 
again, the imperfe^d rays llretched towards us^ 
and at one moment we faw indiftindly the 
blacks defccnd from a rock, and at another 
perceived them fuddenly rife as from the deep* 
Again the light difappeared and we only heard 
their diftant hollow founding fteps : then 
they efcaped from a narrow paflage or 
confined recefs, and were feen ftepping forth 
under an open and fpacious arch, where the 
heavy rocks, the vaulted dome, the petrified 
columns, the mafly tubes, and impending cluf* 
ters of glittering concretions, together with 
the folemn echo, the fiery blacknels of the 
negroes, and the fpreading rays of artificial 
light, partially abforbed, or feebly refieded, 
produced an effe£t, which was awfully ro- 
mantic and fublioie. 
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In fuch a (ituation^ burled in darknefs 
and fepulehral filence, you will agree that it 
required but little aid of fancy to create .pic- 
tures of horror, or to figure to the imagination 
the mighty abode of terrors and of punifli- 
ments. Call to your recolleftion the effed 
fometimcs produced at the theatre, when the 
lights are withdrawn, and a few imperfe£k 
rays are thrown upon the dark fkins of ne- 
groes, and you will readily allow that when 
our eyes firft caught thefe Africans, at a dif- 
tant part of the cavern, it fcarcely required the 
powers of fancy to convert them, into de- 
mons of darknefs, approaching us with the 
tormenting flames of their drfead parent ; and 
you may fuppofe us tracing in our minds the 
various degrees of punifhment. merited by the 
wicked, each of the party fixing upon that 
to which his fecret feelings feemed to confign 
him. Such an alTociation did a^ually occupy 
our minds, and in ftillnefs we watched the 
approach of thele fpirits of darknefs, while 
the awful gloom around us, the oblivious 
feclufion, the dead filence, the occafional 
gleamings of imperfect light, and the fable 
ikins of the negroes obfufcated by the par- 
tial rays, all confpired to fix our contempla- 
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tJons to the manfions of the wicked j and by 
the time thefe fable beings had reached us, we 
had fo powerfully traced the images of the 
black fpirits below, that it was diiFicult to per- 
fuade ourfelvcs they were only black bodies, 
bringing us lights from above. 

But the voice of the good Colonel, who 
had accompanied them, foon roufed us from 
our reverie, and reminded us that, however 
difrnal our abode, it was not that bourn from 
whence no travellers return ; ,we ftow haftened 
to change our bed of darknefs for brighter re- 
gions, but were obliged to tread our way 
in cautious fteps towards the exit of the 
cave, for the path was intricate and perilous. 
As we approached the opening we extinguifhed 
the artificial lights, in order to enjoy the ap- 
pearance of the foft rays which Hole in at the 
entrance of the cave, richly gilding the rOcks 
and petrifactions, and gradually though irregu- 
larly increafing until we again met the bright- 
nefs of day. 

At our firlt efcaping from the cave, the ' 
llrong light of a tropical fun, falling through 
the widely dilated pupils of our eyes, pro- 
duced a confiderable degree of pain, we there- 
z 2 
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fore remained a Ihort time in the gully be<* 
fore vrc again mounted our horfes ; and thenr 
proceeded to a point called Sugar-hill, from 
whence we obtained an extenfive and very 
beautiful view of the parilhea of Scotland, 
and the romantic parts of the ifland which we 
had before vilited. 

Near to Sugar-hill we called at a cottage 
to give direflions for fome oranges to be fent 
down to the ?* Bay-houfe,” a place we were 
to vifit en route. Here we met with two fair 
cottagers, the healthy looking daughters of 
the old dame of the houfe, who, though lefs 
ruddy, were not lefs fmiling than the lovely 
and blooming peafants of old England ; and 
who, notwithftanding the want of rofy bloom, 
had pretty Englifh faces. 

After enjoying the fweet views of Sugar- 
hill, and witnefling the fweeter fmiles of the 
neighbouring ypung cottagers, we were con- 
duced to the home of a Mr. Haynes, where 
we were received with a warm Barbadocs 
greeting, and welcomed with franknefs and a 
cordial hofpitality. We relied only a few 
nunutes, when Mr. Haynes and lus fonjoin- 
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ed our party, and accompanied us to a neigh- 
bouring eftate called “ Joe’s River,” a moft 
beautiful fpot, and quite the elydum of the 
ifland. Until lately it has been in the poflef* 
Hon of the Rev. Mr. H., a man of much ge- 
nius and learning, whofe lofs is deeply re- 
gretted by all, but more particularly by the 
literati of the ifland. He was a fcientiflc 
botanift, and as much refpeded for his lite- 
rary talents, and extenfive information, as 
revered for his benevolent and focial difpofi- 
tion. 


The houfe is finely fituated on elevated 
ground near the fea, furrounded with exten- 
five plantations of the choicefl; trees and 
tropical fruits. The garden and orchard had 
long been the devoted .objeds of his care. 
It was his with to procure an ufeful and orna- 
mental aflTemblage of all the rare fruits and 
plants of the tropical regions: and in this 
intention he had already obtained a numerous 
and valuable collection, which, through his 
induftry and preferverance, was almofl: daily 
increafing. His private hours were paflied in 
Uterary purfuits. Much of his time wSs de- 
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voted to his favorite ftudy of Natural Hiftory, 
and to realizing the improvements fuggefted 
•by his contemplations. In fociety he was con- 
vivial ; to his flaves he was kind and humane ; 
and, pbiTefTing great urbanity, he was benevo- 
lent and friendly to all. 

The fates that rule our deftiny are faid to 
be blind ; and you will agree that they muft 
indeed have wanted fight, when you are told 
that they have thrown this efteemed and valu- 
able roan i tto dire dillrefs, and robbed him 
of the powers of his enriched and highly or- 
namented mind. Bereft of his rdental facul- 
ties, of all thofe fine and comprehenfive ta- 
lents which fo adorned and honored him, 
both as a pried and a man, he now languiflies 
ia ^dnefs and misfortune, lod to hrs friends, 
and^the world ; and the happy dwelling 
which was graced by hofpitality and benevo- 
lence, enriched by Indudry, and dignified by 
j^encejthat delightful home, the objeA of his 
anxious cares and dudies, as. well as the proud 
and jnd boad of the ifland, is now left to fall 
into ruin and decay. The broken walls, the 
li)d^^ paths, the ihattered doors and win^* 
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dows, the wild neglefted trees, the obtrufive 
weeds, and half covered walks all beipeak,' 
in doleful decline, its former beauty; and 
while they create a fcene, at once romantic 
and pidurefque, excite the moll painful feeU 
ings of regret, and lead to gloomy refle£lions'‘ 
concerning the inftability of all earthly things. 
The objeils around convey the image of the 
mailer’s now difordered mind, and the whole 
place feems to deplore in fympathetic fadnefs 
the melancholy derangement of his once rare 
and fplendid faculties : and truly may it be 
faid that Joe’s river mourns the lhattered in- 
telledl, and participates, in foft and fall wither* 
ing forrow, the afflidling ills that have be- 
fallen this dillinguilhed ornament of Barba- 
does. 


Having viewed every part of this inter- 
elling ellate, with a minutenefs of attention 
which was merited, equally by its lituation 
and improvements, as by the painful hillbry 
of its late accomplilhed owner, we left it with 
regret, earnellly fympathizlng with our 
friends in the fad lofs they fo heavily and fo. 
jullly deplored. . 

Z4 



344 


We now proceeded to the fea-fide, and 
Qur next place of call was at a cottage termed 
the Bay-hoUfe, a neat little building erefted 
by Mr. Haynes, under a rock upon the open 
beach,, to ferve as a place of reft and refrefli- 
inent for fuch of his friends, and, in great 
truth may we fay, his friends* friends, who 
may chance to yifit the windward coaft. 
We found it the rendezvous of entertainment 
and repofe. Intimation had been conveyed 
to the generous- owner that it might perhaps 
be in our way to make an en paffant vifit at 
the Bay-houfe, and he had availed himfelf of 
the information to provide a rich and bounti- 
ful repaft. All the good things of the ifland 
feemed to have been colleded. The whole 
neighbourhood had been ranfacked for our 
convenience and accommodation. The beft 
produ<ftion8 from all quarters were direcfted 
hither to fupply the hofpitable board. Cook, 
butler, filhermen, fervants, and Haves were 
all affembled to give their attendance. The 
net was thrown into the fea immediately 
before the. door, and the fiihes that were ta- 
ken were prefently fmoking upon the table ; 
finiits, wines, meat, poultry, and vegetables 
were brought in loads, and made only a part 
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of the feaft of this little cottage, built by 
generous hofpitallty, and dedicated to friend* 
ihip and focial harmony. A fupply of pro* 
viHons was likewife colleAed for the refrelh* 
ment of our flaves and horfes, and thefe 
were regaled with no lefs liberality than their 
mailers — the friendly hofpitality of the “ Bay- 
houfe” being extended equally to all. 

Punch and mandram were ferved to us 
before dinner, the one to quench our thirft, 
the other to provoke the appetite j and foon 
afterwards were fet before us a variety of 
dilheSjConlilling of boiled, dewed, and broiled 
iilh, a cold roaded lamb, a cold turkey, fowls, 
tongues, crayfilh, and a multitude of other 
good things. After we had dined very abun- 
dantly the table was covered with punch, a. 
variety of excellent wines, and feveral fpecies 
of fruit. Among the latter was a fine pine, the 
fird we had taded in the ifland. 1 do not know 
that the flavor was fuperior to that of fome of 
the pines 1 have taded from the hot-houfes of 
England, although it certsunly was very ex- 
quifite: but 1 mud tade agdn, and often, 
before I hazard a general opinion upon this 
fubj,ed* 
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Having plentifully refreflied ourfelvcs, 
and the flaves and horfes being well fed and 
refted, wecalled the negroes from their defert 
of rolling and balking in the fun, and pro> 
ceeded upon our journey. To our great fur- 
prize, at the very moment the horfes appeared 
at the door for our departure, a large di(h of 
fprats, fmoking from the gridiron, and an 
immenfe bowl of milk-punch, were fet before 
iis. This was quite a Well Indian addition to 
the repaft. • Having eaten very heartily, and 
indulged in copious libations, we had already 
done even too much, in the way of fealling, 
but, to my great aftonilhment, fome of the 
party partook with a renewal of appetite 
which was rather indicative of fitting down 
to dinner, than of riling from table. At two 
o’clock we had commenced with punch ; 
after which came the mandram; at three 
was ferved the dinner : bufy eating and drink- 
ing continued until five ; and then appeared 
the fprats, and bowl of milk-punch : thus did 
nearly four hours pafs in high banquetting 
and conviviality at this focial cottage. At 
length, due honors having been done to the 
punch and fprats, we again put ourfelves en 
routfit the party being increafed by the ^d- 
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dUion of Mr. Haynes jun., wlio accompa'* 
nied us throughout the remainder of the day. 
We rode along the fands to a fpot called Beer- 
fheba, which is ufed as a natural bathing place, 
among the rocks, and from thence proceeded 
to a large mafs of rocks, lying in the water, 
near to the edge of the fea, where we had 
the expectation of feeing a very curious natu- 
ral production called the animal flower. But 
here we were unluckily difappointed'; for the 
tide being in, the fea running high, and the 
wind ftrong, we were unable to reach the 
fpot vherc this phaenomenon of nature is 
ufually found. 

Although we loft the opportunity of fee- 
ing it, I cannot refrain' from giving you the 
account of this uncommon flower, and its 
dwelling place, as communicdted to us by 
our brother Maroons. It is as follows : — 
Within a deep cave, formed in the rock, is a 
fpacious natural bafon of water, which is 
about eleven feet above low water mark. It 
is collected from the fea beating into the cave 
in rough weather .; and hence, that which 
lodges in this bafon is entirely fait water, ex- 
cept a very fmall admixture from rain, which 
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dlftils in drops, through the fmali openings 
of the rock. In the middle of the bafon is a 
large ftone, or piece of detached rock, which 
is ufually covered with water. About this 
ftone, and adhering to its fides, as if grow* 
ing therefrom, are feen numbers of apparently 
beautiful floyrers, finely variegated in vivid 
colours, and of radiated form, fomewhat re> 
fembling the petals of the garden marigold. 
Some are of a pale yellow, or a light ftraw 
colour, tinged with green ; others of a grey- 
iih purple, variegated with black fpots. 

To gather any of thefe feeming flowers 
is a tafk of difficulty, for when the hand ap- 
proaches them, the beautiful petals inftantly 
contract, and become invifible. If left un- 
difturbed they re-appear, in the courfe of a 
few minutes, gradually expanding into their 
former bloom j but agdn retire, with furpriz- 
ing quicknefs, on the approach of the hand, 
a cane, or any other body that may be di- 
re^ed towards them. 

This circumftance, as you will exped, 
led to early inveftigation regarding the nature 
of this fingular flower, when, inftead of a fine 
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blowing vegetable, it was difcovered to be ati 
animal that was decorated with all this gaiety 
of colouring ; and hence the name ani- 
mal flower.” 

On examination the body is found to be 
of a blackifli hue, lefs than an inch in length, 
and about a quarter of an inch in thicknefs; 
It adheres by one end to the rock, and from 
the other extremity, which projeds outwards, 
are thrown off a number of fine membranous 
filaments, in a radiated and circular form ; andl 
from the point or head, at the centre of this 
circle, projed four long flender fibrils, not 
unlike the legs of the fpider. Thus, while the 
body appears as the calyx, and the expanded 
filaments as the petals, thefe fibrils ferving as 
the (lamina, complete the refemblance of a 
regular and beautiful flower. 

It has been fuggefted, that as tliis animal 
is almoil wholly deprived of locomotive 
power, the fine colours, given to the mem- 
branous filaments, ferve as a provifion of 
nature, to allure and bring within its reach 
the fmaller infedf s, upon which it feeds ; and 
from the quick fpontaneous motion of the 
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fine> central threads, from fide to fide, or 
round the whole border of the radiated cir- 
cle, thefe would feem to be defigned to a6t 
as forceps, for conveying the food to the 
mouth, the extended filaments ferving as 
antenna^ or feelers, to difeover the prey, and 
from their contractile power enclofing it, when 
feized, as in a purfe, or facculus, until it is 
devoured. With much difappointment at not 
being able to fee this natural curiofity of the 
ifland, we left the coaft, in order to al'cend the 
mountainous fummit, called Hackicton’s Cliff, 
—“the only fpot which difputcs with Hilloughby 
liill the claim of being the loftieft point of 
Barbaducs. The path was rugged, and fin- 
gularly precipitate. To walk up it was a de- 
gree of fatigue which, it was infifted, Euro- 
peans ought not to encounter; and to ride 
w'as not free from danger, befides being a 
cruel labour to the poor horl'es. But as it was 
contended that they would better fupport the 
toil than ourfelves, we were induced to con- 
tinue upon our fuddles, although, indeed, with 
much difficulty, from the rapid rifing of the 
afeent. By flopping frequently to let the 
poor animals recover their breath, we did, at 
length, reach the fummit ; but never before 



had I fat upon a horfe to cliinb fo fteep a 
mountain. In the Alps of Switzerland, and 
of Sayoy, it is not unufual to ride fmall 
Iiorfes, called Mountain Ponies, over the leA 
fer hills ; but previous to afcending the more 
lofty and deeper mountains thefe are always 
changed for mules; and with them I have 
often ventured up afeents even more nearly 
perpendicular than Hackleton’s Cliff. But 
the mule is a more quiet, a more enduring, 
and more patient animal. He is not irafcible 
and impetuous like the horfe, and moreover, 
in fuch fituations he is fo accudomed to the 
climbing of mountains, that he appears fen- 
fible of all the dangers around him, and is 
careful in every movement, to confult the 
fafety of himfelf and his rider. Only give 
him the bridle, or as the guides fay, “ Itujfcsi 
lui allerj* and In the mod perilous (ituations 
you need not feel yourfelf in any danger. His 
fagacity is equal to his care : he looks with 
caution at each depping, and he knows his 
foot to be fccure, before he ventures to. 
bear upon it the weight of his body. I re- 
member to have rode at fird, in much fear 
and trembling ; but upon witneding the dex- 
terity of the animal my terrors gave way to 



352 

adonilhmcnt ; and my aftoni(hment gradually 
yielded to a placid fccurity, until, at length, 
I could throw the rein upon the neck of the 
mule, and regard the frightful precipices, and 
imminent dangers around us, without any 
apprehenfion. 

In the Alps a mule will carry you up 
mountains which are fo flecp as to appear 
from the valley quite perpendicular, pro- 
ceeding by a narrow path, in which he cannot 
pollibiy turn himfelf round, and palling clofe 
by the edge of the moft terrific precipices, 
climbing only by means of irregular holes 
made among the roots of trees, or ftep- 
pings roughly broken in the rock ; yet have 
you only to give him the bridle and fit ftill, 
holding by the mane to keep yourfelP from 
flipping back, and you are in the utmoft 
fafety. 

But I muft return from the Alps, and 
tell you that in confequence of our fealling 
delay at the Bay-houfe, and the time re- 
quired to aicend the clifi^ we found the even- 
ing dealing upon us before we came to tho 
top. The iiin had already funk too low, to 
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gild the landfcape with its rays, or to enliven 
the view of the ocean, with the brightnefs 
which flione upon our vifit to Hillough- 
by hill ; but, from what I have already faid 
of that, your imagination will readily fuggeft 
to you the beauties of the fcenery, and the 
extent of the profpedt from Hackleton’s 
Cliff. From viewing the delightful variety 
around, under the dcfcending rays of declin- 
ing day, the effedl was new and pleadng. A foft 
and placid piiflure fucceedcd to the flrong and 
vivid colours of noon : the landfcape, though 
lels bright, was, perhaps, not lefs interefting ; 
and, as wc had vilitcd Mount Hilloughby in 
the full glow of day, w’C did not lament that 
we fjw Hackleton’s Cliff under the gentle and 
retiring beams of evening. 

Unexpedtedly we found the top of the 
cliff to be a wide extended furface, covered 
with herS.ige, and fo gradually declining on 
the oppofire fide, that on turning outfaces 
from the fteep precipice of the eaft, we 
appeared to be upon a wide plain, inftead of 
a rude fummit, or nearly the higheft point of 
land in the ifland. On the cliff we vifited the 
eftate of Mr. Stewart, at which is a pleafant 
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houfC) delightfully fituated, near the moft lofty 
part of this high futamit, bearing no appearance 
of being fo elevated, or within fo fiiort a 
dillance of the ftupendous precipice which is 
near to it. 

Ginger is the produce of the plantation. 
We faw great quantities of this root fpread. 
before the houfe, upon a large fquare neatly 
paved, for the purpofe of drying it previous 
to fending it to market. 

From Mr. Stewart’s we proceeded to the 
Colleton eftate, where we purpofed taking up 
our quarters for the night. On our way 
I happened to learn that the gentleman of 
the houfe was not apprized of our intended 
vifit ; and on difeovering this, it feemed to 
me only a neceffary civility to acquaint him 
with it, I therefore propofed that we ihould 
difpatch an avant courier to announce our ap- 
proach, left, from deferying fo large a party, 
unexpededly, the family might verily believe 
us td be a horde of Maroons ; or, ftill worfe, 
might miftake us for a foraging party of 
cUtyens-foldats, coming to levy contributions 
Upon the eftate ; but I was defired to fufpend 
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my anjcicty’, and be aflured that we fhould 
not fail to meet with good accommodations, 
' and a fincere w'clcome, by only announcing 
ourfelves In propriis perjonlbus ; and this in- 
formatI('n proved to be perfectly correct, fot 
Mr. Hoilingfwurth greeted us cordially, and 
entertained us in all the genuine hofpitality 
of the Idand. Eight vifitors, eight flaves, 
and eight horfes, thus dropping in unexi'eft- 
edly, and at night, were received with fuch 
kindnefs and unaffodted urbanity as to af« 
fure us that thrice the number would liaye 
been joyfully welcomed. No cold, nor for- 
bidding ceremony; no feeming Iiurry nor 
confuhon ; no derangement of the houfehold 
appeared. Wc were all immediately at home ; 
no mark of furprize, or inconvenience was 
evinced ; not an individual was incommoded J 
the duties of the family were continued; nor 
was there the flighted mark of interruption in 
any department of this hol'pitable home. The 
ufual order was maintained, and it only ap- 
peared as though we were a part of the family. 
Tlie mauvaife Intitey the confufion and embar-* 
ralTment but too common, upon fimilar oc- 
caflons in England, were utterly unknown ; 
and we at once belonged to the family. The 
A A a 



brimming punch-bowl wasfet before us, aiid 
pleafant lively converl'ation prevailed until fup^ 
ptr ca'ied us to further feafting, which conti- 
nued until the hour of repofe. After fupper 
Mifs'HoUingfworth kindly, as fwcetly, added 
foft melody to complete the harmony of the 
entertainment. 

We retired to reft, according to the cuf- 
tom of the country, at an early hour. Drs. 
Mafter, Cleghorn, and myfelf were accom- 
modated in one fpacious room. It was the 
firft night we llcpt on ftiore, and you will judge 
of the temperature of thefe regions, when I 
tell you that, in this cool part of the moft 
Windward Ifland, and in the month of 
February, we fet open the windows of the 
room, and threw afide all the bedding and 
clothes, preferving to each perfon only a hard 
mattrefs, and a Angle fheet. With this ar- 
rangement we pafled the night In found re- 
pole, and rofc at fix in the morning, well 
prepared for another marooning day. 

We rode before breakfaft to fee the 
Barbadoes or Codrington College. On our way 
we pafled an eftate called “ Society,” and on 
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approaching the college from the high land of 
that quarter we obtained a fine view of the 
building, with the plain on which it (lands, 
and the wide expanfe of the fe;i, I'pread be- 
fore it. Defcending from the hill we met 
with the fined; avenue of mountain cabbage 
trees that we had feen in the Kland. 

The college was founded by Colonel 
Codrington, and richly endowed, with the 
generous and very laudable intention of 
eftablldiing a great and ufeful feminary for 
the education of the youth of Barbadocs ; 
the liberal founder appropriating the revenue 
of two large eflates to the inftitution, in the 
defire of affording an opportunity to the 
Creole generations of the ifiand, of acquiring 
learning, and fitting themfelvcs for the im- 
portant duties of f.jciety, and of their indi- 
vidual ftations, without incus ring the ex- 
pence of an £uro}sean education. But the 
benevolent intentions of the Colonel have not 
been duly regarded. The profits intended 
for this bell of purpofes have been iquan- 
dered away, and the funds difgracefully ne- 
gledlcd or abufed. The fup rh edifice, which 
was planned, has not been finilhed, and even 
A A 3 
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the part that was erc<Sed, has, from fhatnefui 
nogled, beep brought into early decay. Only 
out fide ■ of tiie intended quadrangle has yet 
■been built, and that, to the difgraee of thole 
concerned, has long been left to fall into 
ruin. 


The prefent manager, highly to his 
honor, has done much towat ds recovering the 
eflates, atid diredling the funds, arifing there- 
from, into their proper channel. By his 
care a very confiderable fum has. been recently 
accumulated, and the part of the building 
which has been eredted, is now undergoing 
a thorough repair, in the hope of faving it 
from utter and premature deftrudtion. 

The walls are built of ftone, and are of 
uncommon flrength- They withftood the 
dreadful hurricane of 1780, and appear to be 
flill capable of a complete repair, but it muft 
be at great labor, and a prodigious expence. 

As wc were viewing the large hall, and 
the chapel, we received a meflage from the 
mafter,' the Rev. Mr. Thomas, requefting us 
to take breakfafl: with him : but our plan for 

4 - 
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the day, and our engagements with Mr, 
Hollingfworth did not allow us to accept the 
invitation. We however had an opportunity 
of thanking him, by making him a vifit in the 
houfe built for the principal of the college, 
which we were forry to obferve, like the other 
parts of the ftrudure, had been left unheeded, 
and was falling info comparatively youth- 
ful decay. Mr. Thomas fliewcd us a model 
in wood, according to the original defignj 
and, had the building been completed upon 
this plan, Barbadoes might have boalled a 
college, vying in grandeur, and elegance of 
ftrudture, with the greateft ornaments of the 
celebrated univerfities of the mother-country. 
The mddel, like the building, feeling the 
deftrudkive effeil of the efimate, and of fad 
negledl, was fall crumbling into a ftatc, in 
which it could only ferve to miniller dull 
to the elements ! 

Twelve boys, only, are yet admitted on 
the foundation, and thefe, inftead of occu- 
pying any part of the college building, are 
accommodated in the houfe of the mailer, 
the parlour being converted in^o a kind of a 
fchool-room, for the purpofe. 

A A 4 
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We returned to Mr. Hollingfworth’s by a 
different road, from that we iiad taken in 
going, afeending fome high land near the 
college, called “Coach-Hill.” This ride afford- 
ed us an opportunity of feeing a numerous 
gang of negroes grouped in the middle of a 
field, taking their hrmkf.ift, daring the tem- 
porary fiirj'.cnfion allowed them from labor. 
They were fe;,rcd upon the bare vailh, and 
expofed to the lull ardor of the fcorcLing 
fun. 


On our arrival ve four-.l a handfome 
breakfafl prepared for us, and neatly I'erved in 
a large cool room, with all the taflc and fafli- 
ion of the Weft Indies. While partaking of 
it I feveral times dcrcdlcd my thou;.tl.ts 
wandering to the poor blacks in the lield, 
contcmplatiiig the llmpiieity of their fare, 
and the humble iiaiural board on which it 
was fpread. had no watcr-giaffes to 

cool their fingcis, nor had they, like us, ‘a 
youthful fiave to fan the breeze with a fra- 
grant bough, and protedt their naked ikina 
froni the painful annoyance of infc(fts« 



361 

The Colleton eftate is one of the largeft 
in the ifland. It is, at prefent, the property 
of a Mrs. Colleton, who refules in London. 
The diredlion and foie management of it is left 
to Mr- Hollingfworth j and Mrs. Colleton is 
fortunate in giving her continence to a perfon 
of high honor and integrity, who does every 
jufticc to the eftate, and the proprietor. At 
the Colleton plantation we had an opportunity 
of witnefling the mode of claying or (as they 
commonly term it) improving fugar. This is 
a very fimple procefs by which the fugar Is 
much whitened, and increafed in value. Acoat- 
ingof clay, foftened nearly to a liquid ftate with 
water, is fpread over the furface of the fugar, 
as it ftands in the deep earthen pots itito 
which it is received from the boiler, and the 
fluid parts gradually draining away, the clay 
becomes hardened into a dry cake at the top ; 
while the wa.er pufles through the whole of 
the fugar, and carries with it a confiderable 
portion of the melaffes, through an opening 
at the bottom of the pot, leaving the fugar 
greatly whitened, and improved. The clay 
having become dry and contradled into a hard 
cake, is e.dily removed from the furface. We 
faw it lifted from fcveral of the pots ; and 
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the difference between the fugar in thefe and 
in the pots which had not been fubjeded to 
the fame procefs was very ftriking. After 
being thus improved the fugar fells at a price 
nearly one third higher, than in its raw ftate : 
other advantages are likewife faid to derive 
to the planter from this partial mode of 
refining the produce of his canes. Soon 
after breakfafl we refumed our morning wan- 
derings, leaving the Colleton eftate imprefled 
with a ftrong fenfe of the kind reception, and 
the very warm hofpitality it had afforded us. 
'Upon taking leave, it was difeovered that our 
party had decreafed from eight to feven. The 
family and the houfe had fufficieni attrac- 
tions to detain the inclinations of us all ; but 
the peculiar magnet which inHucnccd the per- 
fon, whofe fociety we loft, was of an irrefift- 
able nature,— -the junior Mr. H. was the hap- 
py fuitor of Mifs Hollingfworth, and, amidft 
the crowd of the evening, her attentions had 
neceflarily been too much divided for him to 
have fecured the exclufive proportion due to a 
faithful and devoted admirer. 

. After leaving Mr. Hollingfworth’s, 
“ Clarke’s Court,” and Kendall ” ettates,were 
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the two firft Plantations that afrefted our atten- 
tion. The latter is under the dirediion of a 
very fingular and eccentric charafter, whofe 
great ambition is to a£k differently from other 
men ; and who finds a fccret pleafure in 
deviating from all eftablifhed and common 
rules. His mill is oddly trimmed, the fails 
Arangely cut, and all the works, by fome 
deviation or other, made peculiar. Among 
a multitude of other fingularities he has plant- 
ed a patch of pigeon peas in the neighbour- 
hood of a field of canes, in order to allure 
the borers from the fugar, — a piece of policy 
very like fetting a diAi of tough beef before 
an alderman to feduce his appetite from a 
haunch of venifon ! 

From Kendall’s we rode to " Drax-Hall,” 
the largell plantation of the ifland, and the 
property of the Grofvenor family. The 
houfe is a fpacious old manfion, quite pro- 
portionate to the fize of the efiate, which we 
obferved, from its great extent, had two mills, 
and a double fet of works for the preparation 
of the fugar. This was alfo the cafe at the 
large eAates of Colleton and Kendall. 



No interruption, — no chafm occurs in 
the hofpitaiity of Barbacloes ! It is univerfal 
and literally, as judly, entitles it to be ranked 
among the “ friendly ifles.” In all the H- 
bet'ality of the country Mr. Chattertoii of 
Drax-Hall, invited us to pafs the d.ay at the 
good old manfion, kindly prcfering us every 
friendly accommoditlon. But it was not 
confiftent with our plan to take up our quar- 
ters at fo early an hour ; w’e were therefore 
compelled to violate our inclinations, which 
would have detained us throughout the day 
at the Hull. After taking the rcfrefhment of 
fomc wine and water, we purfued our ride, 
and pafling by way of a wood, called after the 
name of the plantation “ Drax-Hall wood,” 
we proceeded to an eftate called “ Spendlovc,” 
which is under the care, and very, excellent 
management of Mr. John \\ aith, a gentle- 
man in no degree lefs friendly, or hofpitable 
than any we had feen in the idand, and although 
very a£live, no lefs fat and good humoured 
than fome of our well fed priefts, who feaft 
upon the good things of England. 

We find that fat perfons are by no 
means uncommon in this ifland, notwith* 
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fiandlng the great heat of climate, and the 
exceflive wafte of fluids By perfpiration ; not 
can this be at all wonderful to thofe who have 
witnefled their hearty devotion to the good 
things of the table. Spendlove was our place 
of dinner, and, while this was preparing, we 
begged permiflion to fee the negro-yard, and 
to extend our vifit into fome of the huts, 
being defirous to infpe<fl the habitations, and 
witnefs the mode of life of the flaves. It 
was remarked to us that the negroes were 
tenacious of their home, and difllked to have 
their huts expofed to the prying eye of 
ftrangers. \Vc accordingly treafured the in- 
timation, promiling not to be too minute, 
but to regulate our curiofity with all becom- 
ing decorum, paying due regard to the feelings 
and prejudices of the fahie inhabitants : and [ 
fliould have been truly mortified not to have 
had this opportunity of telling you, from the 
teftimony both of my eyes and ears, the very 
comfortable, and, I might fay, happy ftate 
in which we found the flaves of Spendlove. 

In your future good wifttes for the com- 
fort of the poor Africans forget net to pray 
that all maflers may poflefs , hearts as kind. 
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and humane, as that which beats in the boroiil 
of “ Jack Waith,”* this being the title by 
which that gentleman is bed known in the 
ifland. The kind, indulgence of the maflcr 
is amply repaid in the attachment of his 
flaves ; and the history of Mr. Waith and 
his gang, may Hand in everlafting re- 
proach to the fclf- arrogating opinion which 
maintains that negroes know npt the divine 
fentiment of gratitude, but are mofl; treache- 
rous toward the mafter who beft treats, and 
moft indulges them. Were this the fa£t, as is 
not unfrequently aflerted, it would offer itfclf 
in direct oppofition to one great principle of 
human nature, and would place the blacks 
very far indeed below the whites, but, how- 
ever much individual inftances might feem to 
countenance the opinion, thefe, perhaps, do not 
occur more frequently among Africans, than 
among Europeans, and furely cannot be con- 
fidered to arife more from any defeat of a great 
and amiable ptinciple of nature iu them, than 
we ffiould be willing to admit that they do in 
ourfelves. Such inftances are but the efie& of 
depravity in either, and proceed from a 
pervetjion^ not from a genuine principle of 
nature, and hence cannot in the one, more 
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than in the other, fervc to eftablifli any general 
maxim. 

By kind attentions, by occafional and 
friendly indulgences towards his flaves, Mr, 
Waith had fo meliorated their condition, fo 
foftened to them the hardfhips of fl^avery, 
and fo improved their comforts, as to attach 
them to his perfon and his intereft by 
the fecure ties of affcdlion and gratitude* 
The loud clang of the whip was feldom 
heard among them, and the fmartirtgs of 
its painful lalh were fcarcely dreaded ; for a 
better principle than fear impelled them to 
their duty. Their friendthip for their mafter' 
made his intereft their own ; and their 
gratitude, towards him, rendered his fafety 
the obje£t of their folicitude, and even of 
their lives. Of this he had, in two great in- 
ftances, known the moft unequivocal proof,— 
one when the negroes of the eftates had form- 
ed a confpiracy to rife upon their mafters, — 
the other upon an alarm being given that the 
ifland was attacked by the French ! On both 
thefe occaftons the flaves of Spcndlovehad 
voluntarily offered to lay down their lives in 
defence of Mr. Waith and his houfe. 
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At the negro yards it is common for flid 
jtlaves tp plant fruits and vegetables, and td 
raife ftotk. Some of them keep a p;g, fomp 
a goat, fome Guinea fowls, ducks, chickens, 
pigeons, or the like ; and at one of the huts 
ofSpendlove, we faw a pig, a goat, a young 
kid, fome pigeons, and fome chickens, all 
the property of an individual flave.— This is 
mere indulgence, but it gratifies and ainufes 
the negroes, and becomes, in various ways, 
highly ufeful. The little garden, and their 
flock, npt only afford them occupation and 
amufement for their leifure moments, but 
create a degree of intereft in the fpot, and ex- 
cite feelings of attachment toward the mafter, 
who both grants and protefts the indulgence. 
The negro- yard, viewed from a fhort dillance, 
forms an object of highly interefting and 
pidlurefque feenery ; — it comprizes all the 
little huts, intermixed with, and more or lefs 
concealed by the variety of Ihrubs and fruit 
trees, which kindly lend their fhade ; likewife 
the many fmall patches of garden ground 
around them, and the different fpecies of 
flock, fome appearing in pens, fome tied by 
the leg, ‘or the -neck, and fome running at 
large j and if it be evening, you have all'o the 
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ofowd of negroes, male and female^ as they 
chance to be feen, at reft, or moving in bufy 
occupation, fome pafling from hut to hut, 
fome dancing to their favorite mufic, fome 
fitting at the door with the pipe in their 
mouths, and others fmoking their loved fagac 
under the broad leaf of the plantain. The 
pidture is alfo further enlivened by the 
groups of little black cbildren ; — ^fome run- 
ning and fkipping about, fome feated, play- 
ing before the doors, in Nature’s ebon drels, 
and fome, unable to walk, attempting little 
pedeftrian excurfions upon their hands and 
feet. Perhaps within fo fmall a fpace, few 
fcenes cdUld offer fo much to intcreft a con- 
templative mind ; or to aid the pencil of a 
painter of the pidurefque. 

Independent of their own provifions, 
either raifed or purchafed, each negro has his 
weekly allowance iffued to him, every Sun- 
day, from the eftate ; and hence they are at 
liberty to take the whole of their own private 
ftock to market, and to procure whatever ad- 
■ ditional comforts they prefer with the money 
it produces ; and perhaps it will ieem ftrange 
to you when 1 tell you ihac the markets of 
VOL. 1. »» 
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the Ifland depend almoft wholly upon this 
mode of fupply. They are all held weekly, 
and upon the Sunday j that being the day 
when the negroes are free from labour, and 
haveleifure to attend. 

Mr. Waith has learned the happy art of 
governing the flaves with kindnefs, and he 
finds it a better fteward than the whip. With 
great goodnefs of heart he indulges his own 
humane feelings, and finds it better policy 
than ufing ftripes. He is a man of focial 
manners, and would certainly deceive Lavater 
himfelf, if he poffefl'ed not all the generofity 
and benevolence for which he has obtained 
fuch univerfal credit ; for fo plainly is all this 
written upon his brow, that thofe who run 
may read it. — He is of a ruddy complexion, 
and, with an uncommon degree of fatnefs, is 
very adive, and appears to have all the 
ftrong health of an European. Never was 
entertainment more bountiful, or given with 
greater liberality, or a more cordial wel- 
come, than at the plantation of Spendlove. 
Punch and mandram preceded the dinner ; at 
table was.an extenfive variety of good things; 
and after the cloth was removed, the board 
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was fpread with fruits of various kindsy toge- 
ther with claret, port, and madeira wines, 
and Goava-punch. 

The round of feafting having continued 
for feveral hours, it was followed, like our 
dinner at the Bay-Houfe, by new provoca- 
tives ; and the appetite, having already con- 
fumed more than it required, was invited to 
take more than it ought, by the unexpected 
appearance of fmoking fprats, hot lobfters, 
and a large bowl of milk punch. 

The cloth was again regularly fpread, at 
a fide table, and thefe things placed by us, as 
if we had juft arrived from a journey with 
all the cravings of hunger ; and to my afto- 
nifliment, I confefs, fome of the party left the 
fruit and wine, and feating themfelves in due 
form at the other table, exhibited a renewal 
of appetite, as if the dinner they had juft taken 
had been already digefted and forgotten. 

Mr. Waith’s father’ and brother came 
from their different plantations to meet us at 
Spendlove, and were of the party at din- 
ner. The old gentleman is an uncommonly 
fi B 2 
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hafidibme main, fixty years of' age, with a^ 
the heal H and fpirits of a • perfori of forty* 
He is not fo fat as his fon, mats trh enbott* 
pointy . He is jocofe and lively, a facetious com- 
panion, highly convivial, and, in the full 
fpirit of the Weft Indies, a perfe£k bon vivant. 
He entreated us, with much kindnefs and 
urgent felicitation, to make a vifit to hiseftate 
before we leave Barbadoes, apologizing in his 
own mirthful way, for not having it in his 
power to offer us more thanr a plain farmer’s 
dinner , — a psg^ a duck^ and a turkey cock," 

In order to reach Bridge-Town in time 
to go on board to deep, v/c left Spendlovc 
earlier than our inclinations would have dic- 
tated. On our way we called at the houfe of 
Mr. Ellcock, brother to an eminent phyfician 
of that name, whom we had met at Dr. 
Hinde’s. We were led to the houfe through 
au avenue of the ftately mountain cabbage trees, 
which are fopeculiarlycalculated toformagrand 
and impoting approach to any gentleman’s 
dwelling. Thefe were the fineft which had yet 
occurred to our obfervation, not excepting thofef 
we had feen at the college. Mr. Ellcock’s 
is (he moft modero, and moft £aropeaa-look« 
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iiiT: abode w« met with in the whole of our 
tour. The houie and little flower garden 
before it refemble thofe of England, and near 
to the door is a cool avenue forming an 
agre able promenade, deeply (haded with the 
foliage of a very hundfome tree called the 
“ Evergreen.’* 

We walked into the fmall garden before 
the houfe, which is laid out ^ Van^lotfe^ and 
has much more corre£bly the appearance of an 
Eiiglilh garden, than the many very humble 
imitations, which Englilhmen are To often in- 
vited to fee in France, Germany,- and other 
parts of the continent, under the title of 
Jardiii Anglois,” 

Mr. EJlcock’s favorite purfuit is bota- 
ny. Fie is occupied in obtaining an e.\tenfive. 
collei^ion of rare and curious plants, and of 
the different fpecies of tropical trees, and 
fruits. He is particularly curious in his or- 
chard ; but unfortunately he was from home, 
and the key was not to be found, hence we 
loft the opportunity’, of feeing perhaps the 
pioft varied, and valuable affemblage of fruit 
trees in the ifland. Nor could we even (teal 
B B 3 



374 


one look at the colledion, through any open- 
ing, for the gate was glofe as the door of a 
convent, and the whole orchard was furround- 
cd with a high hedge of the lignum vita:, fo 
thick and impenetrable as to refift even the 
prying eye of curiofity. 

Both the orchard and garden were 
originally planned, and have hect\ wholly 
planted under the immediate infpedion of Mr. 
Ellcock, to whofc talle and iiuhillry every 
credit is due for the improvements made, 
and the very valuable colleftion alrtady 
brought together. He is a fcieiitific bota- 
nift ; and, from learning the attention he de- 
votes to his plants and trees, and to the vege- 
table world in general, \vc could not but con- 
template, in ftrong fyinpaihy, the fcvcrc lofs 
he muft have felt in the unhappy fate of the 
learned naturalift of “ Joe’s River.” In a 
fmall and remote iiland fuch a lofs becomes, in 
many points of view, irreparable, it being 
unlike Europe, where from fcience being more 
advanced and more generally diifufed, fo 
many may be found cf congenial minds, that 
the lofs of one of Flora’s favorite fons 
might not be equally irremediable* 1 have 
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not heard that it was fo, but reafon and fvm- 
pathy woul i feem to imply it, and you, I 
know, will feel with me, that from circum- 
flances of locality, and from fimilarity of fenti- 
ment and occupation, M . Elleock and Mr. 
H — muft have been more than brothers in 
regard and efteem, and that, to either, the lofs of 
the other mufthavebeen of multiplied feverity. 

Although difappolnted in this vifit, we 
have fiill an eye to the colledlion of Mr. 
Ellcock, and do not intend to let it efcape 
without ini'pcdlion ; for fltould it happen tliat 
we may be called away, before we have an 
opportunity of returning to It ourfelves, we 
have made known its fituatlon to a friend of 
ours, whole induflry and acuteoefs in the 
I’cicncc of botany will not allow a twig or a 
flower to paij nnnrtlcecl. Oin' colleague, Dr. 
Wright, is told v/bete to find it, and as he 
is of the Charibbec Ifland flaff, and may 
remain longer here than ourfelves, or may 
pofljbly be ftationed in the ifland, it will be a 
great delight, and perhaps the higheft gratifi- 
cation that could offer to him, to explore this 
tropical vegetable depot. The Dodor is a 
veteran in the held of Flora, and in him Mr. 
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Ellcock may find a valuable fubftitute for the 
late unhappy poffelTor of Joe’s River.” 

Zealous and well verfed as our friend is 
in the realms of botany, and particularly from 
having already augmented his fame by his in* 
duftrious refearches rerpe£ting the botanical 
productions of Jamaica} to range amidft fuch 
a ctflledion of tropical plants, would form 
the delight of his leifure, and, from his ac* 
curate knowledge in the fcience, the whole 
botanical world might perhapt^e benefited by 
it. To Mr, Ellcock, I truft w is alfo a plea- 
fure in ftore, for be could not but find pleafure 
in being known to our friend, whole reputa- 
tion as a botanift, is only rivalled by his phiU 
anthrophy, and his amiable character as a man. 

Difappointed in our vifit at Mr. Ellcock’s 
we rode on to Bridge-Town without further 
delay, and arrived in time to go off to the 
Lord Sheffield before the prohibited hour of 
iiine, after which no boats are permitted to 
le^ve the (hore. 

To bring into one point the fum of gratis 
ffcation afforded by this delightful excurfiooj 
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would be a work of difficulty. You will fom& 
feme idea of it from the loofe details I have 
marked. It has offered us an abundant op- 
portunity of feeing the whole face of the iflaud; 
of viewing many of the different plantations j 
of obferving the produce and mode of cultiva- 
tion witneffing the manners and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants ; and of noticing the labora 
and mode of life of the flaves whom we 
have feen in the fields, — in their huts,'— in the 
fugar works, — about the houfes,— at -their mo^ 
ments of reft and retirement, and amidft alt 
their various occupations and modes of em* 
ployment. 
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LETTER XXVIir. 

Still no tidings of the commander in chief or the convoy^ 
A trading ftp arrives from Glafgow^ Anxiety di/played 
when any vejfel enters Car life Bay Privateers captured. 
A detachment of troops fent to Grenada. UncerUvnty of 
all expeditions by fea. Black corps formed at Barbadocs. 
Negroes of the French colonies betray all the leiuty and 
vivacity of the French charaFler. Dry feafen at Barba • 
does* Heat of the climate. Sugge iion that it might be 
. politic to fend out the ho/pitalSf barracks ^ and other build* 
ings^ previous to the failing of the troops. Hofpitals erected 
at St. Anne's hill. Troops in the tranf ports unhealthy. 
Moon^Ught view of a coco* nut grove ^ near Bridge-Town. 

Carlifle Bay, Feb. 

It proves that we might have lengthened our 
Marooning excurfion, without any interrup- 
tion from the fear of being hurried away to 
St. Domingo. Scarcely any veffels arrived in 
the bay during our abfence,and very few have 
come in fmee our return. Our folicitude, 
concerning the commander in chief and the 
convoy, is ftill undiminifhed. One fliip left 
them in one latitude, another in another, one 
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parted from the fleet in the bay of Difcayt 
another off Portugal, a third off the coaft 
of Africa, and others in different latitudes. 
Some fuppofe the convoy to have put in- 
to Lifbon, fome fay Gibraltar, and others 
various other ports. All is ftill enveloped in 
a cloud of uncertainty ; nor are we without 
our I'ufpicions that the fleet may yet be nearer 
to you than it is to Barbadoes, and, indeed, 
this would feem probable from the extraordi- 
nary delay of the packets, not one having ar- 
rived fmee wc came into harbour. Amidft all 
our apprchcnhons we ftill hope, and ftill, in 
daily expectation, look for their arrival. 

One veflTclhas at length reached Barbadoes, 
which failed fubfequent to ourfelves. It is a 
Glafgow trader, and although from a remote 
port, you will judge what multitudes thronged 
on board, asfoon as the entered the harbour, to 
afkfornews. She brings papers of January,and 
we are much gratified to learn that the admiral 
had written to England, fo late as the fourth 
of tiiat month, faying that he had, then, with 
him one hundred and eleven fail ; but we are 
forry to find that a part of the convoy had been 
again compelled to put back, and we read. 
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litrlth trembling apprehenilon, that 6fteen veA> 
fels ^cre known to have been difmafted, or 
otherwife difabled— rail of which, it is to be 
feared, may not have reached even a fafe port 
at home. Later than this date, the papers con-r 
tain no news of the convoy ; nor have we any 
through any other channel. 

At this very interefting period of fufpenfe, 
if a ftrange veffel enters the bay, the whole 
harbour becomes a crowded and moving feene, 
in confequence of almoft every ihip fending 
off a boat to feek tidings of the fleet. Y(>u, 
who can feel for our folicitude, will compaHior 
nate our difappointmeni, when we happen to 
iind.thatthe (Iranger is not diredl from England. 
This frequently occurs, and we return load.- 
cd with chagrin. Of two fliips which have 
been this day thronged with eager vifitors, on? 
proved to be from Newfoundland with fllh, 
and the other from the coaft of Africa with 
flaves—confequently neither of them knew 
fo n^uch of England or the convoy as our^^ 
fclves. 

News has juft reached Barbadoes that fome 
of our. frigates have captured feveral priver 
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ieers ojBT Trinidad. This is pecullairljr Impor* 
cant at the prefent moment, as multitudes o£ 
our defencelefs tranfports are fcattered over 
thefe feas, in fearch of which hofts of arm- 
ed cruifers have been fitted out by the ene*^ 
my. 


1 am fbrry to tell you that information of 
an unpleafant nature has reached us from Gre- 
nada, In confequence of which it. has been 
deemed expedient to embark a body of troops 
on board the Expedition arm^e en flute^ and 
other fmaller vcflels, to fend to the relief of 
that illand, without waiting for the arrival of 
the commander in chief. . 

Could it have been, fofefeen, that the re- 
mainder of the convoy would have been de- 
tained fo many weeks behind us, the troops 
which have bee0 accumulated at Barbadoes 
might have been beneficially employed in re- 
iloring tranquillity to our difordered ifiands* 
and, perhaps,, have been fiill in time to have 
joined in the great, 'and more combined ob- 
je£fc of the expedition. But it is not given 
to human^ to forefee events, and the fad difi» 
afters of this formidable armament only tend 
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to prove the extreme uncertainty which muft 
ever attend our expeditions. The plan may 
be concerted with wifdom ; all the neceflaries 
amply provided j and the lorce, on failing, 
fully adequate to the intended purpofes : yet, 
after all, the lamentable uncertainty of the 
elements will often fruftrate the beft and 
wifeft arrangements. If an army be deftined 
to march, by land, to any given fpot, it may 
be calculated, with condderable accuracy, in 
what number, and at what period it fhall ar- 
rive; and, with ftill greater certunty, any given 
quantity of (lores and provifions may be tranf- 
ported with it: but no fuch accuracy can 
be attained where the high-road is the fea, 
and the tracklcfs path to be traced by the 
capricious and inconftant winds. 

We have an encampment of negroes 
fornned near to Bridge-Town, upon a fpot call- 
ed ConHitution-hill. They are a fine body 
of men, who have been enlified from the re- 
volted French ifiands, or brought away on 
the evacuation of them by our troops. They 
Hre a&ive and expert, and are trai^qj^ng into a 
formidable corps to aifill- in our Intended ex- 
peditions. About fixteen hundred of them 
*4 
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bear arms ; befules whom there are twelve 
hundred to be employed as pioneers. They 
have all the vivacity and levity of the French 
charader about them ; and it, occafionally, af- 
fords us amufenient to obferve the Barbadocs 
negroes regard them with evident amazement, 
gaping with wonder at their volatility and 
alercnefs. John Bull differs not more widely, 
from a Farifian than many .of the 

Barbadoes flaves from the fable fops of this 
fprightly corps. 

It is now the dry feafon of the year at 
Barbadocs, and if you have imbibed the fame 
idea of a tropical climate which I remember 
to have o;ice felt, you will learn, with furprife, 
that very few days have paffed, fince our ar- 
rival, without a refrefhing fhower of rain. 
The heat is far more fupportabic than we had 
expeded. The thermometer, at noon, is 
commonly about 8o, and very fcldom exceeds 
82 ; we have not yet feen it above 84. 

It happens, fortunately, that fome of the 
Ihips, laden with the tcmpi raiy hoipitals, 
made in England, have arrived in Carlide Bay, 
and, likewlfe, a few of the men belonging to 
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thecorps of artificers; who, together with fomc 
creole and negro carpenters, . are a^iively em- 
ployed in fitting and putting up thefe frames 
with all pofiible expedition : but much of hurry 
and difficulty might have been avoided had the 
hofpitals, the barracks, and other buildings 
been fent out in time to have been ereAed be- 
fore any of the troops, or any divilTon of the 
moving part of the expedition arrived. 

The confufion that muft necefiarily arife 
from the arrival of the foldiers, of the build* 
ings requiring to be eredted, and of all the va- 
rious departments, at the fame moment, muft 

V.**' 

be felf-cvidcnt ; and it will readily appear, 
from the hurried and numerous claims each 
department will have upon the artificers, that 
many of the requifites attaching to the hofpi- 
tals may not be completed, before the more 
preifing occafion for them has ceafed, on ac- 
count of the removal of the troops to diftant 
jftations. Prefent experience may convey an 
ufeful lelTon. 

From the great exertions now making wc 
hope very foon to have hofpital room at St.^ 
Hill for, at ieaft, a thoufirnd fick, and I 



am forr^ to remark, from the unhealthy ftate 
in which fome of the tranfports have alrea> 
dy arrived, that it feems likely we may have 
occafion for it all ; but we have the further ac> 
commodation of hofpital Ihips, Aiould they be 
required, and have, therefore, the profped of 
feeing all the tick comfortably placed, and 
amply provided with fuch neceflaries as their 
Unfortunate ftat^ may demand. This, to a 
medical- officer, is a circumftance of no trivial 
import. To the fervice it is likewife elTential : 
but, fpeaking as an individual, 1 know of 
few things that could be fo truly diftreffing to 
a man of feeling and humanity, as to behold a 
crowd of brave and fuifering foldiers lying 
defiitute of the comforts and accommodations 
required* in ficknefs ; and you will believe 
that I have very fincere gratification in finding 
that I am not likely to be expofed to this 
painful neceffity. 

In a moon-light walk from St. Anne*s 
hill to Bridge-Town, after our vifit at the 
hofpital, our attention Was lately very power- 
fully arrefted by the finking appearance of 
a gently waving grdve of coco nut trees, at the 
iide of the road. From the brightnefs of the 
VOL. I. c c 
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moon, the peculiar form of the trees, and the 
dead ftillnefs of the night, we were fuddenly 
ftruck with the grandeur and folemnity of the 
Iccnc ; nor do I know that iny eye was ever 
aitradcd to one fo divinely foft and fepulchral. 
On beholding it, I was fixed in penfive con- 
templation, The trees grew nigh, one to ano- 
ther, and the naked trunks formed fo many 
(lately pillars, fupporting their palmatcd lum- 
mits, which, llretcliing to meet each other, 
alTumed the femblance of extcnhve aides 
of Gothic arches. The whifpering breeze 
gently waved the leaves in foothing undu- 
lation, while the deep and dark fliading fo- 
liage (hut out the filver moon-beams, leav- 
ing only an occafional folitary ray, to Heal 
in here and there, at partial openings, to in- 
creafe the intereft and relieve the plaintive 
gloom. A contemplative mind could not fail 
to be enamoured with the foft melancholy of 
the (cene. It produced a kind of folemn, and 
tender enchantment ; the effed of which was 
highly increafed from the broad fea appearing 
below the grove, whofe waters, in all the ftill- 
nefs of night, bearing the trembling beams of 
the moon upon their furface, moved in gen- 
tle murmurs to the (hore, and broke in whif- 
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pers, fcarcely to be heard, upon the fands* 
Never vyas fpot more calculated to fill the 
mitid with lublime and tender imprefllons ! 
It Teemed the fit abode of filencc, and of lleep 
— a facrcd fliade where the child of forrow 
might fweetly indulge his grief, liften to the 
fynipathetic ruftlings that whifpered to his 
fighs, and pour forth, in rcfleclion and peni- 
tence, the genuine effufions of the heart : 

What folemn folitude around ! 

Here Nature’^ true fublime is found : 

Hence ihou^htfliould travel to the Iky.’^ 

It was a penfive and fequeftcred retirement, 
where a Ibrrowing and hcart-rended lover 
might indulge a full fcall of foul, in offering 
his devotions at the tomb of a loft miftrefs : 
for, amidft fuch feenes, the mind fprings from 
its maniion of clay, to range in plaintive co- 
gitation and delight : it feafts ' in rapturous 
melancholy, and, dwelling in folemn thought, 
is elevated above itfelf. Filled with fublime 
contemplation, the fpirit is unmindful of its 
earthly chains, and the foul, abforbed in great- 
nefs, foars to its peaceful and heavenly manfion 
above. 


c c a 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Author elaimt the freedom ^ noting*’ upon all fubjeHt. 
Polite and learned praflitioners in medicine at Barbadoes. 
The contrary. Anecdote of a Barbadoes medicq/ler. Re- 
marks upon the fatal con/equences fallowing every pretender 
to range at large iri the medical profeffcon. Empirics and 
patents. New Tavern at Bridge-Town. Modeoffepara- 
iing'the feeds from cotton. Barbadoes method of carrying 
children, Suggefion whether it may not be prferable to the 

Englijb method. A fpecimen of the bitter hardjhips of 
Jlavtry. 


Barbadoes, March. 

It being (lipulated that all fubjedls of re> 
mark are to find place in my Notesy you will 
not reproach me with the difientient term 
Parifli bufinefs,** if an occafional fentence 
fhould chance to deal in upon the topic of 
medicine. Indeed you have defired it ihould 
be foy and this, at once, prevents the necefiity 
of apology. 

Yon will have colleded, from what I have 
faid before, that there are Gentlemen in the 
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medical profeilion in Barbadoes, who are, 
equally, an honor to their profeflion, and an 
ornament to fociety, and I may here repeat 
that many fuch are to be met with in the 
ifland. But it is an unhappy truth that there 
are others who are Only pre-eminent in igno- 
rance, for, alas ! pra^itioners in medicine may 
be found in this iiland, who, in learning and 
manners, are not far removed above the flaves. 
They are more illiterate than you can believe, 
and the very negro doSors of the eftates too 
juftly vie with them in medical knowledge. 
It has happened to us to fee, among them, 
men, who inftead of having the care of the 
health and lives of their fellow-fubjed^s, ought 
not to be entrufted to compound a pill, or a 
bolus. A tyro, advanced only a year or two 
in his apprenticefhip, in England, is far bet- 
ter intruded in his profelTion, than fome of 
the foi-difans and praAifing proficients of 
Barbadoes. Totally unprepared with a claf- 
fical education, and, indeed, wholly devoid 
of the very rudiments of literature, they 
indolently wafte a few years, in the houfe, 
or idly looking out at the Ihop-window of 
fome uneducated apothecary of the ifland, and 
then in all the bold conhdence of ignorance, 
c c 3 
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they fcommence DoSlors^ feeling themfelves fully 
qualified, without profeflional reading, without 
vifiting the fchof)l8 of Kurope, without expe- 
rience, and I might fay, without thought, or 
judgment, to undertake the cure of all the 
direful maladies which afflid the human frame ; 
—in Ihort, without one necclfary qualification 
do thele creole pretenders feel themfelves com- 
petent to cxercile all the various branches of 
the healing art. 

Cleghorn, Mailer, and myfelf called, late- 
ly, at the fliop of one of the praditioners of 
this clafs, to purchafe fome Peruvian bark, 
when we found our brother doctor dilpofed to 
be facetious and communicative ; and prone 
to talk with equal conlidencc and loquacity. 
His bark, he afl'ured us, was “ of the bed,” for 
he had plenty of the “ Cort. Peruv. optimum^ 
and had “ advertifed it^'or foie'' although he 
never ul’ed it for hh patients adding to 
•this very liberal and laudable avowal “ 1 have 
“ alfo the Cort. ’ Peruv. common^ but 1 never 
write now for the Cort. Peruv. fecond : for- 
merly I did, and the druggills cheated me, 
but I have found them out, and now make the 
Cort. Vcx\\\^. fecond myfelf. I mix a little of 
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the Cort. Peruv. optimum^ with the Cort. Peruv. 
common^ and fo make Cort. Peruv. fecond.^ * and 
in this way gain the money myfelf which, 
before, I fooliftily paid to the druggifts in Eng- 
land.” 

This man who, independent of a total want 
of profellional knowledge, avowedly, and from 
the moft fordid motives, never adminiftered 
to his patients a fmgle grain of that bark, 
which (even in proper cafes for its exhibition)^ 
was moft likely to prove beneficial , — this man 
is a biify pradlitioner in Bridge-Town, and is 
oftcemed the great Plippocrates, the family 
dohJory and the confidential, and prime guar- 
dian of health to many of the inhabitants of 
Barbadoes ! 

In all climates, a found judgment, and an 
acutenefs of diferimination, together with a 
corredt knowledge of the human frame, are 
necelTary to the fuccefsful treatment of dif- 
eafes : but in the Weft Indies, where the attack 

♦ It were much to be wiflied, that the vendors of drugs 
had not difeovered a hill worfe means of adulterating this 
moil valuable medicine. 


c c 4 



is frequently fuddent and the progrefs deflruc- 
tively rapid, if the malady be negleded or 
badly treated, in its incipient ftage, medicine 
becomes inefficient, and, too often, the difeafe 
cannot be fubdued by all the art of the wifeft 
Phyfician.— How lamentable, then, is it that 
fuch ignorant medicafters as our “ Cort Peruv. 
optimuni' ffiould be entrufted, and particu- 
larly in a tropical region, with the health and 
lives of multitudes of their fellow-beings. 

* 

When we reflect that the riches and 
profperity of a country conneft, moft inti- 
mately, with its population, and that the 
lives of men are of the higheft importance to 
the (late, it becomes matter of furprife and 
aftoniihment, that, even in the remoted colony, 
fuch pretenders (hould be permitted to difgrace 
the healing'art. If that wife principle “ falus 
populi fuprema lex,” be correct, and I fufpeft it 
cannot be difputed, the health of the people 
mud be a fubjedl of prime confideration in the 
eye of every government ; — how then are wc 
to account for the apathy which permits 
fuch dangerous doSors to wield the dedrudive 
lance, or, how (hall we explain the mifcalcu- 
lating policy which not only tolerates a tre- 
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fftendous hoft of empirics, but fufiers them to 
overrun every part of the ftate, under the alt- 
creating fandlion of a patent^ or allows them, 
on the bare privilege of bold alTurance, to com- 
mit depredations upon the health, the purfes, 
and the lives of His Majefty’s fubjedls J 

You will recoiled the name of “ Betfy 
Lemon” the refpeftable mulatto whom I for- 
merly mentioned to you as the leading fupport 
of the Bar at Mary Bella Green’s, and you 
will be pleafed to learn that fhe is releafed from 
the toils of flavery, and placed in a more in- 
dependent (ituation, where (he may become 
eftablhhed as an ufeful and refpe^able member 
of the community. She has opened a new 
tavern at Bridge-Town, where we have made 
a party of encouragement, to take a dinner, 
and drink to the fuccefs of the hollefs ; and, 
from the accommodations we met with, I may 
add, that, (hould any more of your friends fol- 
low us to Barbadoes, you may aflure them of 
attention and good treatment at the houfe of 
Betfy Lemon. 

In one of our late walks, near Bridge- 
Town, we met with two fmall windmills, 
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eredcd for the purnofe of clearing the cotton 
from its feeds ; and, as th.ey happened to be 
in motion we availed ourfclves of the opportu- 
nity of waiting a flmrt time, to witnefs the pro- 
cefs: The cotton, when pulled from the pod, 
envelopes the feeds, forming the matrix in 
which they grow and arc embedded ; and it is 
feparated from them by being caufed to pais 
through the' bite of two fmall metallic rollers, 
placed horizontally, one over the other, and 
turned by the a£lion of the mill. Thefo pall- 
ing round, near to each other, are fed with the 
cotton, which they take in, without receiving 
the feeds, leaving them to fall to the ground, 
or into a balkct below, while the cotton, drawn 
bctw'ccn the rollers, pall'es through aiul is 
cjeiS^d into a bf)x an the oppofitc fule. 'fhe 
procefs is lo entirely iimple that it might be 
performed ctpially well l)y a fmallcr inllru- 
ment worked with the hand, or the foot, and 
which we are told is the method praQifed in 
many parts of the W^ft Indies. 

Among the novelties which meet the eye 
of an European upon his arrival at Barhadocs, 
or probably in any of the Weft India iilands, 
is the pra€ticc of carrying the children acrol’s 
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the hip,inftead of feating them upon the arm. 
The lower dais of white women, in Barbadocs, 
have adoped this cuftom, from the example 
of the negroes, among whom it feems to he , 
the univerlal mode of nurfing j and, perhaps, 
it would admit of argument, whether this 
method be not preferable to the European cuf- 
tom of carrying them upon the arm. Seated 
upon the hip, the infant foon learns to ding, 
and in a great meafure to fupport itfelf ; but, 
placed upon the arm, it muft always remain a 
hciplefs or deadweight upon the mother, being 
without the power of aflifting itfelf, or reliev- 
ing its poluion. Further, it is fo conveniently 
placed when upon the hip, that the mother 
can fupport it with much greater facility, for 
by only putting the arm behind it, the child 
can lie back, or reft and change its pofture in 
various ways : thus the weight becomes lefs fa- 
tiguing to the mother, and perhaps lefs inju- 
rious to the infant ; for, at this tender age, 
the long bones of the thigh, not being firmly 
olliticd, are liable to yield, and a degree of de- 
formity may be induced, from their being made 
to bear the whole weight of the body, at long 
and frequent periods, upon fo narrow a feat 
as the arm. 
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Trivial as this iiit^eA might appear ttr 
fome, it is worthy the ferious confideration of 
Bfitifli mothers, and nurfes. A deformed ne- 
gro is a very rare objed;,and this may probably 
be.attributcd, in great meafiire, to the manner 
of nurfingthemin theirinfancy;for,bcridesthe 
better mode of carrying them, they have the 
further advantage of being allowed to crawl 
about upon their hands and feet, in perfeift 
freedom, unreftrained by ligatures, or tight 
garments. 

Although I have obferved the mode of 
carrying children upon the hip to be the com- 
mon method of nurfing among the flaves, yet, 
when they have to carry them to a great dif- 
tance, they neither place them upon the hip, 
nor the arm, but upon the back ; and I have, 
frequently, been furprized to obferve by what 
flight fupport they fecure them in this fltua- 
tion. A mere pocket handkerchief, tied care- 
lefsly round the mother, often forms all their 
feat, and all their fafety ! 

A few eveningsago I had the affliding op- 
portunity of witneflinga feene of cruelty, which 
lliongly exemplified the abjed, and wretched- 
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ly humiliating condition to which human be- 
ings are fubje&ed in a life of flavery. I hap- 
pened to be waiting upon the quay for the 
Lord BhefEeld’s boat, in order to return on 
board, when two men, apparently white creo- 
les, came up, and feized a negro, who was 
Handing near me, accufing him of having run 
away from his inafter. The poor black af- 
furcd them that he had no matter, — that he 

belonged to Mrs. ■, that he was well 

. known in the town, — and that they mutt, cer- 
tainly, have miftaken his perfon ; and, upon 
thefe grounds, urged the impropriety of their 
taking him to prifon. But, regardlefs of his 
remonftrances, and of their own error, they 
tied him with a heavy cord, fattened his hands, 
and forced him towards the place of confine- 
ment ! Curiofity led me to follow them. The 
poor man ftill pleaded, his innocence, and the 
miftake they had committed, begging and pray- 
ing to be allowed to refer them to his Mif- 
trefs, or to another family in the town, to iden- 
tify his perfon. Heedlefs of his protettations 
and entreaties they ttill dragged him on, and 
from his only expretting a relu£lance at being 
thus,uajuttly, hurried to a prifon, one of thele 
hardened wretches ftruck him a violent blow 
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on the head, with a large flick, calling out to 
the other, in broad Barbadoes accent, 
“ Daa-am him, cut him down.” 

, A little before they reached the prifon 
they had to pafs a door-way where tliere 
happened to be a ftrong light, by means of 
whicli one of thefe cruel inftrurnents of the 
law of force inftantly rccognifed the poor iil- 
treatcil Have, and finding that they were adlu- 
ally guilty of tlie miflake which the negro 
had Hated, he called out to his favage comrade, 
who had flruck the helplefs black upon the 
head, “ Daa-ain him, I know the fellow, we 
mull let him go,” 'upon which, they both, 
with horrid and dreadful imprecations, ordered 
him to Hand, •voitbout Jlirrhig ,while they Ihould 
untie him ; and, upon his only moving his 
arm expedite the loofening of the cord, 
they fworc, that if he dared “ to flir, or look 
favage,” they would “ cut him down,” or put 
him, “ directly into prifon.” Such was the 
compeni.ttion dealt liitn for. the unjufl and 
cruel treatment he had already received. The 
wretches not only dragged the poor unoffend- 
ing flave to a prifon, in defiance of his folemn 
alfurances of their having iniflakenhis perfon, 

9 
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and without allowing him an appeal to any one 
who knew him, but, becuufe he ventured to 
fay they were committing an error, had the 
inhumanity to ftrike him with a force fuffi- 
cient to have fra£lurcd his Ikiill, and to threat- 
en him with the further feverity of death, or 
adungeqn, Ihould he dare to exprefs on\y a, look 
ofdifplsafure. 

AVhat iniifi; have been the feelings of this 
injured man ? who, after being abufed and 
mal-treated, was further put in fear of his life, 
Ihould he only peraiit nature to afl'ume her 
feat on his brow', — fhould the cruelty, pain, 
and injuilicc he liad fuffered, only caufe a mark 
of difapprobation to appear upon his counte- 
nance! liut Nature, how'ever proferibed, was 
nottoberertrained by fuch command! While the 
power of memory remains to me I can never— 
never for;;ct the indignant, but hopclei's ex- 
prelfion injury which overfjjread the features 
of this poor f ive, as he retired ! — He felt ag- 
grieved, and was confeious that he 

had no remedy, — no appeal ! 
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LETTER XXX 

Author fends Ins friend a Itjl of the Jhips of the convoy nvhich 
had reached Barbadoes* A veffel from Liverpool arrives 
in Carlifie Bay* The body of the fleet fiill wandering up- 
on the ocean. Packet flill delayed, Cork diviflon found to 
he at Cove long after it was reported at fea. Probability of 
the author and his comrades being employed^ in confequence 
of the increafmg number offlck, Carlifle^Bay diflurbed by 
Prefs*gangs, Confujton created by the failors ^ one of 
the tranfports reftfling them. The Lord Shejfleld vi/ited 
by two gangs in one night, 

Barbadoes March 9. . 
It occurs to me that, amidft all the uncertain- 
ties of our unfortunate fleet, it may be pleafant 
to you and others of our friends to know 
which of the Chips have made good the paf- 
fage, I, therefore, fend you the annexed lift of 
upwards of fixty, which are now fafeat anchor 
in Carlifle Bay. 

A veflel from Liverpool is come into 
‘harbour, which failed on the 9th of January, 
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but we are ftill without any late news of the 
fleet, which failed on the 9th of December ; and, 
Angular to tell, the Liverpool fliip, now arriv- 
ed, made the whole paflage without happen- 
ing to fall in with any one of the convoy. 
We learn that, previous to her failing from 
port, the Admiral had again written to Eng- 
land, mentioning that ninety fail ftill re- 
mained with him, jit the date of his let- 
ter ; but that, from the repeated gales they 
had met with, he feared the others had 
been obliged to put back difabled. It would 
feem, from this, that he has no idea of fo con- 
fidcrable a number having reached Barbadoes. 
We, who are here, obferving on the other 
hand that very heavy and bad-failing veflels 
have made their paflage, are furprlzed what 
can fo long have detained the remainder of the 
convoy j and what can be the caufe why we 
are fo Jong without any dired apd accurate 
intelligence of its fituation. It is now thir- 
teen weeks fince the fleet left England, and we 
know about as much concerning the great body 
of it, at this moment, as if it were failing in the 
moon. 
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We are fadly anxious for the arrival of a 
packet, and of newfpapers, neither the fliip 
from Glafgow, nor that from Liverpool having 
brought more than one or two papers of the few 
days preceding their departure. We look for 
them in fcr’ies, and exped (piite a fcaft of de- 
light from the perufal. Debarred from the 
jrevvs of our own country, and the old world, 
we have occafionally been much gratified by 
reading the American papers, brought by 
vcITcIs which have arrived with ftores and pro- 
vifions from the United States. 

We, who are deftined to proceed to St. 
Domingo, have new difappointment in finding 
‘that the Corkdivifion, intended for that illand, 
liad not failed at a date many weeks fubfequent 
to the time it had hcen reported at fca ; and 
hence wc feel it probable that wc may even 
yet be long delayed : nor does it feem un- 
likely, thar, before wc dejiart, we may be cal- 
led on duty at Barbadocs, in confequcncc of 
the increafing number of fick, and the non-ar- 
rival of the medical oflicers of the Charibbee- 
llland, or what, with flrangc incorrednefs, has 
been called the Lccw^ird-liland ilaff. 
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You will, perhaps, be furprifecl to know 
that the tranfports in Carlifle bay have been 
fovcral times interrupted, ailB the whole lur- 
bour diftiirbecl, and brought into a ftate of con- 
fufion, by the vifitings of different prefs-gang?, 
in the exercife of that neceffary cuftom, fo re- 
pugnant to the feelings, and the freedom of 
Enghlhmcn. 

In one inflancc an alarming fccne took 
place in conlbqucncc ofthcfailors of one of 
the Ihips refifting this arbitrary and uncon- 
Einitional method of obtaining their fer- 
vlccs. I'hey oppofed the boarding, and beat 
off the agent, and two boats with the prefs- 
gang. This reliflancc was foon followed by 
the appearance of a party of foldiers, with fire- 
locks and fixed bayonets, who had been call- 
ed upon to aid the prefs-gang, and to force the 
failors to fubmiffiom Upon feeing the troops 
approach, thus formidably armed, the failors 
jumped into the fhip’s boat, and made the belt 
of their way towards the Ihorc. The prefs- 
gang and two or three boats, filled with armed 
foldiers, purfued them. A general fenfation of 
alarm overfpread the harbour, and it was fear- 
ed that much blood would be Ihcd. Every 
D D 2 



404 


veffel was thronged with fpedtators, an unlver- 
fal impulfe was 'excited, and feelings of anxiety 
feemed to poflTefs'^very mind. The fallors ma- 
noeuvred beft in the race. They gained head- 
way at every pull of their oars, and made the 
fliore at a point beyond the reach of the foldiers 
and their mufquets. Several ftiots were fired at 
them in vain; and upon their landing, a loud and 
general lliout inftantly fpread around ; which 
feemed to be involuntary, but was ftrongly ex- 
prefllveof the wilh of the multitude that the fail- 
ors might efcape. Their only hope was inflight, 
and fome of them had the good fortune to elude 
the activity and vigilance of their purfuers ; but 
(he foldiers proved to be more fuccefsful 
in the chafe, on flrorc, than they had been 
in the boats, for a party of the failors was 
brought back a fliort time after, under a ftrong 
guard, and compelled to fubinit’ to this law of 
force. 

It has been oiir fortune on board the 
Lord ShcfliclJ to be difturbed by two diflerent 
parties of the prefs-gang in the courfe of the 
fame night : one of which came alongfide at 
midnight, — thq other at two o’clock in the 
morning. From (tealing upon us unexpeded- 

7 
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Ijr, and in the dark, you will fuppofe that 
much l^rryand confufion was .created. Being 
wakened by the noife and running of people 
over my head, I put on my robe dc chamhre, 
and went up to learn the caufe, when, finding 
it to be the prefs-gang, I felt a flrong difpo- 
fitionto obferve their condudi and manner of 
proceeding, and therefore remained upon deck, 
during the whole time they continued on 
board. 

A Lieutenant of the navy was ftalking 
up and down with a huge drawn fabre in his 
liand, calling out, with boatfwain’s lungs, for 
the fteward to bring up a light. His men were 
running about every part of the flrip armed 
with cutlafles, pillols, hangers, and various 
other weapons, and inftrurnents of death. 
Such of the lailors of the (hip whom they 
found upon deck, were inftantly tumbled in- 
to a boat at the fide, filled with armed men. 
The others fecreted themfelves in holes and 
corners, while the old fteward with feeming 
hafte, but with fox-like cunning, delayed the 
light. Perhaps you will fay it was a little fe- 
vere to demand a light, at all, from the (hip, 
in order to rob her of her own men ; but the 
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whole proceeding was alike arbitrary and de- 
spotic, and this only confident with tlje other 
parts of it. They had come in darknefs, and 
with muffled dars, that they might take the vef- 
fcl by furprife, and were unable to jirol'ecute 
their* Search, into the remote and concealed 
parts of the fliip, without the aid of light. 

The deward, Somewhat endangered from 
the ire he had provoked by his well-contrivcd 
delay, at length appeared w'ith the lantern ; 
and a general Search was immediately made be- 
low. The cabins, — the cable-tier, — the pan- 
tries, — the lockers — the very pig-fly, — every 
hole and corner they could think of were hunt- 
ed out, and they Seemed rcfvdved that not a Spot 
fliould be omitted. Yet, notwithdanding all 
their vigilance, Several of the Sailors contrived 
to elude the Search. One, who had not time 
to cScape to a place of more probable Securi- 
ty, remained tjuietly in bis hammock, and, 
when they came to examine it, afledled to a- 
wakc uttering a loud groan, ftrongly exprelfive 
of pain and fuftcring. Hearing this the prefs- 
gang aSked who it w.as, and if a failor. The 
mate, who w-as watching them with a vigil- 
ance not inferior to their own, immediately re- 
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plied that it was a fick man, wlio had boon 
Icng conlincd to his hirili. Ills promptitude 
was lucceisful : fick men they did not want ; 
and the failor was left iimrifiurhed — his fixe- 
dom the fruit of Ills well-timed llratajj^em, and 
of the expertnefs of the mate in promoting it. 

The fecond party came more openly, and 
without obferving tlic fame ililhiefs of ap- 
proach, confecjnently all the fliilors who were 
likely to fuit tliem, were fecrcted before they 
could reach the deck; and from the mate re- 
ceiving them frankly, and affiiring them that 
they were too late in their vifit, in confe- 
qiience of their comrades having but juft pre- 
ceded them, and taken away the greater part 
of the Ihip’s company, they did not fnbjeil the 
veilcl to fo minute and prying a fearcb, but, 
after looking generally round the Ihip, went 
quietly away without a man. 
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LETTER XXXr. 

Senate houfe^ and general ajfmhly of Barhadoesm Punch and 
Sattgaree a pleafani part of the debate. Altercation in the 
court of Chancery. Interring party dine with the tnefs 
of the Lord Sheffield. Hazardous efcape of ivjo EngUfj. 
men from confinement. Honorable conduH of Victor 
Hugue^s fecrctary. Remarks on bribery and corruption — 
on patriotifm. Selflove^ and the love of fame Jlrongcr 
incentives to aBion than love of country. 

Barbadoes, March 

I NOW take tip my pen, to you after ma- 
king a vlfit to the fenate houfe, and being 
prefent at a fitting of the general aflcmbly 
of the ifland. The proceedings were con- 
ducted according to the routine of our Houfe 
of Commons, which the affembly regards as 
its model. The reprefentatives, like ours, are 
returned from the provinces, two, not, in- 
deed, from each county, but from each parilh : 
and, there being eleven parifties in the ifland, 
the aflembly, confequently, confifts of twenty- 
two members. 

As in our houfe, fo in theirs, the perfon 
who prefides is denominated — “ the fpeaker” 



— the bearer had perhaps been more cor- 
redl, as he happens to be the only perfori 
who is precluded from fpcaking in the debate, 
and is appointed, for the exprefs purpofe of 
hearing all others, who, through him, addrefs 
their arguments to the houfe. 

Among the members we recognized fe- 
veral of the gentlemen whom we had feen 
in our marooning excurllon into the country. 
It did not happen to be a fitting of great 
intereft to ftrangers, there being but little 
before the houfe for difeuifion, and, confe- 
cjucntly, few debates. Reading and palling 
a militia aft, and Ibme other bills, confti- 
tuted nearly the whole bufinefs of the meet- 
ing. One part of the proceedings, however, 

we thought to be ftri£tly in the order of 

the day. It was exceflivcly warm, and we 
were fadly parching with thirft, when two per- 
fons fuddenly appeared with a large bowl, and 
a two quart glafs filled with punch and fanga- 
ree. Thcfc were prefenled to “ Mr. Speaker” 
who, after dipping deep into the bowl, palTed 
it among the members : nor was the audience 
forgotten, for we were moft gratefully taught 
that the hofpitality, fo univerfal in the ifland, 
lives even in the fenate. The glafs was handed 



up to US, and we found that it was cor- 
rectly in or,ier for ftran^ers to join in this 
part of the debate. It came at a moment pe- 
culiarly opportune, and we drank deeply and 
cordially to our friends, and the houfe of 
alTcmbly. 

The court of Chancery, with the go- 
vernor as prcfidcnt, was fitting in a chamber 
above, and, fuddcnly, a loud clamour, indica- 
ting difeerd and confufion, was heard from 
that quarter ; we, therefore, left the houfe 
of afl'cmbly and afeended to the upper houfe, 
in the defire of afeertaining what could pofiibly 
have caufed fuch turbulent proceedings ; when 
\vc found this auguft afiembly totally ab- 
forbed in a quarrel between two of its members, 
who had interrupted the bufinefs of tlie fitting, 
and diverted the attention of the houfe cxclu- 
fively to their perfonal difpute. Each remained 
obftinatcly inflexible, with regard to the re- 
quired acknowledgment, and neither could 
be brought to any terms of conceflion ; hence, 
«fter a long interruption, it proved that the 
houfe had only to leave it to be fettled as a 
perfonal quarrel, according to the feelings of 
the parties. Perhaps it had been more con- 
fident had the court, from the fird, main-t 



tallied its own dignity,* and not iiifTered Us 
proceedings to have yielded to a perfonal al- 
tercation within its own walls, which, there, 
it might have prevented, but which between 
the individuals it had not the power to con- 
trol. There appeared no profpedt of a recon- 
ciliation between the parties, nor of the har- 
mony cf the court being fufficiently rc-efta- 
blifhed for the bufmefs of the meeting to be re- 
fumed ; we therefore left them, in order to 
purfue our further engagements. 

You will be plcafed to know that we 
have, lately, had a very intefefting party to 
dine with us on board the Lord Sheffield ; 
among whom were three gentlemen who had 
recently returned from imprifonment — one 
from France, the others from Guadaloupe. 
The narrative of their confinement and treat- 
ment, together with fome anecdotes of perfons 
whom they had about them, afforded us much 
amufement, and gave to their details a high 
degree of intereft. 

One of the gentlemen, who had been ta- 
ken to Guadaloupe, was confined on board a 



412 


prlfon fhip, with feveral others of our coun- 
trymen, where, being treated with great ri- 
gour, and fed with a very fclinty allowance of 
.bad food, he entered into a confidential agree- 
ment, with one of his fellow-prifoners, to con- 
cert -fome means of efcape ; and, one day, 
feeing a boat, convenient for their purpofe, 
come to the fhipj they ftepped oyer the 
fide of the veflel, and defcendlng fuddenly 
into it, as it lay alongfide, immediately threw 
overboard three of the five negroes, who 
were in it, and compelled the other two to take 
up their oars, and aflift in rowing them away. 

The fuccefs of this perilous enterprife 
was equal to the boldnefs with which it was 
undertaken. ■ Thefentinels fired at them in 
vain ; being once clear of the lliip they 
pulled the oars with vigour, and, encouraging 
the blacks to their aid, were foon out of reach. 
Neither boats, nor bullets were able to over- 
take them : they were quickly at fea, in their 
open Ikiff, and, gladly, entrufled themfelves 
to the mercy of the elements. The weather 
favqred them, and they foon made a port 
of fafety in a Britilh Uland. 
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The manner in which the other gentle- 
man who had been confined in Guadaloupe 
obtained his releafe was alfo attended with 
peculiar, and ftrongly marked circumftances. 
Having an opportunity of fpeaking with the 
fccretary of Vidor . Hugues, he reprefented 
to him in ftrong colours the very ferious per- 
fonal injury his confinement might bring 
upon him, and urged th^abfolute impoflibility 
of his releafe being injurious to any indivi- 
dual of the French nation, fupportifjg his 
appeal with the offer of a fum nearly equal 
to 1200I. ftcrling, to be paid au citoyen fecre- 
taire^ provided he would contribute his aid 
in obtaining him and two of his friends per- 
miflion to leave the ifland. The fecretary 
rejeded the offer with difdain, expfeflihg 
both anger and aflonifhment that he ihould 
dare to imagine that he was capabable of 
being feduced by a bribe j adding that “ for- 
merly Frenchmen were venial and might be 
bought ; but now, citqyen, vve are republicans ! 
and a good republican requires not a bribe 
to encourage him to the execution of his duty, 
nor is capable of being, thereby, impelled 
to commit a breach of it.” He, never- 
thelefs, liftened with attention to the pecu- 
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liar feverhy of the cafe, and having heard 
the particulars, appeared to feel a degree of iu<- 
tereft regarding the hardfhips that were repre- 
fented. Upon leaving the gentleman he faid 
he would try to intercede in his behalf; and 
intiniated a hope that he might be able in the 
courfe of a week to communicate fomc report 
to him. A few days only had elapfed when the 
fecreiary returned, bringing witli him the pri- 
foner’s rcleafe, which he prefented to him, 
with felicitations, exprclling himfelf hap- 
py In being the means of his regaining 
his liberty, and, peremptorily, refufing to ac- 
cept, even the flighteft compliment for the 
fervice he had rendered him. 

Wduld all men a£l thus, my friend, of 
how little conl'equcncc were it whether they 
were denominated republicans, ariftocrats, or 
royalifts ! What the form of government, or 
who fliouUl rule the land; could be of little 
confequcnce, were honor and virtue made 
the rulers of men’s actions. Speaking from 
the warm feelings of the heart a very elegant 
writer has laid, “ I cannot be moi’c con- 
vinced of the truth of any demonftration in 
Euclid than I am that that fyftem of politics 



mull be beft by which thofc I love arc made 
happy” — but, perhaps, it miglit be faid, with 
ftill greater corrctftnefs, that that JjJlem of 
government mujl be bcjl^ where virtue^ among the 
people^ mojl prevails. 

It is idle to declaim againft a government, 
wdiilc individuals — while even thofe who 
complain liave not virtue enough to with- 
fland the feducing lures of corruption ! Let 
the people be virtuous, and the government 
will never be corrupt. Were men to refifl: 
bribery, and to expoi’e their feducers to pub- 
lic rcproacl), few attempts would be made 
upon their independence. But alas ! even thofe 
who are londcft in railing againft corruption, 
but too commonly, when the magic w'and ap- 
proaches themfclves evince titat it was not 
virtue raifed their voices ! Too often the 
difordered appetite, which calls aloud for the 
high condiments of privation and patriotifm, 
feels no naufea from a change of diet, but finds 
all its acrid gnawings fpeedily appeafed by a 
wcll-drefTcd difli of loaves and JiJhes ! 

Perliaps it may be doubted whether a 
true patriot, in the full extent of the term, 
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ever exifl:ed,that is, a man who could feel him- 
felf fo devoutly and abftradedly a patriot as, 
wholly, to forego every perfonal confideration, 
and devote himfelf exclufively to his country. 
Individuals, in convention, may confent to 
give up a portion of their perfonal rights, for 
the general good, and for the fuperior ad- 
vantages accruing to themfelvcs, in fociety : 
but, perhaps, no man, can love his country 
better than himfelf, or, become fo pure a pa- 
triot as to facrihee his perfonal eafe, his com^, 
fort, his happinefs, and even his life, from a 
fondnefjfor the foil whereon he was born. 

Self-love would feem a more powerful 
and more elTential principle of our nature 
than love of our country, and, without fore- 
going this great leading principle, a man 
may be a very good patriot. — They are in no 
degree incompatible, and, confiilent with the 
duties he owes himfelf, a man may polTefs 
enough of ‘patriotic virtue to call forth all the 
high duties demanded of him by his country. 

The love of fame, as a branch of felf- 
love, is a much fironger principle of adion 
than patriotifm, and may lead to ads, '^hepce 
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the country is highly benehtted, and which 
from intimacy of connexion, when only 
fuperficially examined, may appear to arife 
from patriotifm alone. Perhaps the greateft 
deeds of the moft renowned patriots, whether 
of ancient or modern times, could the princi- 
ple from which they were derived be fairly 
traced, or the fecrct motives which caufed 
them be fully difclofed, would be found to 
have arifen, not barely from a patriotic feeling, 
but, in a ftill greater degree, from that power- 
ful and infatuating paflion — the love of fame. 
Could thofe modern great men, or thofe 
heroes of antiquity, who are faid to havo>died 
for their country, have been fully made to be- 
lieve that from the moment they ceafed to 
breathe their names would never again be 
heard, or uttered — that their remembranee 
would at no future moment 6nd place in the 
minds of their friends or defcendants, or in 
the annals of their country; and that their 
deeds would be inftantly forgotten, and blot- 
ted out in utter oblivion, it I 9 more than 
probable they had never regarded all the good 
their country might derive from the facrtiice 
as an equivalent iqx the lofs of life— and 
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that) cnnrequently, thofe great afta (fud to 
be) of patriotifm had never been known. 

It haa been faid that — “ were there no 
uniform there would be no foldiers.” However 
much this may be doubted, it will, perhaps, 
be lefs difputed, that if no perfonal honor 
or fame were to attach to thofe great deeds, 
which are faid to arife from patriotifm, few 
would die from an ab(ira£t love of country. 

There is a happy fomething in our na- 
ture which leads all men to extol honorable 
and virtuous adions, and to deprecate fuch 
as are corrupt and vicious: however de- 
praved himfelf, there is a certain upright con- 
dud which, in others, even the moil dilTolute 
does and mud approve ! Every one, my 
firiend, will edeem the condud of the republi- 
can fecretary, which has led me to fatigue 
you with thefe remarks. Alas! that every 
one would learn to imitate it ! Then might 
thefe dire political conteds ceafe ; and ^then 
were it unimportant to Europe and the world 
whether France lhall, finally, fucceed in efht- 
Uilhing a republican government, or grow 
weary of blood-dained fadion and revert 
to a monarchy! 
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LETTER XXXIL 

Apackit arrives at Barhadoes. Carlyle Bay^ and Bridge^ 
iTown one great fcene of confufion. High feafl of peru- 
ftng the newspapers. The feet fo long enpeBed at Bar* 
badoesfill in England. Seafon growing late for military 
operations. Report that honors are to be conferred on Ad* 
miral Chrifian for his great exertions in taking care f the 
convoy. Admiral Cornwallis expeBed in the Wef Indies. 
Hope of peace vani/hed. Aufrian armies checked and 
defeated. Scarcity of corn and fpecie in England.. Gre* 
nada in danger of being taken by the Brigands. -s^St. Vin* 
cent ••** ^ the Charibs. A French fpy deteBed at Bar* 
kadoest 


BarbadoeSf March i6i, 

What a day of hurry, confulion, and foli- 
cltude ! a packet has at length arrived ! From 
December the 9th, to March the 16th, have 
we been feparated fijom you without hearing 
one word of our friends, or fcarceiy of our 
country. How (hall I convey to you any juft 
idea of the fcene this day has/produced by the 
impatient multitude crowding in anxious ea*> 
gernefs to obtain letters, to fee the papers, 
and to hear the news ! 
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Early in the morning a fignal appeared 
at the fort, implying that a velTel was in Hght. 
Soon afterwards, this was lowered down, and 
the packet fignal hoiftcd in its place ; when 
inftead of the pleafing expeflation of feeing 
a vclTel of our fleet, and learning news of the 
convoy, all were on tiptoe in the ftill more 
lively hope of hearing news, not only of our 
umortunate armada, but of Europe, of Eng- 
land, and our friends ! Concerning the 

fleet we had grown quite weary of conje£lure, 
and now faw it probable that we might obtain 
more accurate intelligence refpe£ling it, by 
way of England, than by any (hip which had 
been feparated from it upon the paflage. 

On the packet making the harbour it 
caufed a crowd not unlike what you may have 
feen at a failing or rowing match of boats up- 
on the Thames. Each vvifliing fo be flrll, and 
all being anxious to learn the news, the velTel 
was bcict on every quarter before the could 
come to anchor, and th& whole bay became 
one. ariinatcd tcene of crowded (hips and 
moving boats Many who could not go to the 
packet as {he entered the harbour, repaired on 
flxore to be ready, there, to meet the hews. 



The people of the town, alfo, thronged the 
beach in anxious multitudes. All was bufy 
expectation. Impatience fcarcely allowed the 
bags to reach the ofl^ce : every avenue to which 
was fo clofely blockaded that the houfe was 
quite in a ftatc of fiege, and the poll- matter 
and his manfion in danger of beings taken by 
ftorm. 

1: was about eleven o’clock when the in- 
fpedor general, Dr. Matter, and myfelf, follow- 
ing the common impulfe, went to inquire for 
our letters and papers ; but we could only ad- 
vance within fight of the poft office walls,-— 
to approach the door was utterly impoffible. 
Finding the crowd to be ftill fo deep, we ram- 
bled about the town, and made calls upon 
various perfons in order to glean the news. 
We found thSt it was the firft January packet, 
which had arrived, and hence it could not be 
expected to bring the regular papers later 
than to the 6th of that month, although it 
failed fo late as the 9th of February, having;^ 
be^n detained at Falmouth waiting for a fa- 
vorable wind. 
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Seeing no profpefl: of afcertaning 
whether we had any letters, we returned from 
the hot and crowded town to take our din- 
ners quietly on board, and to enjoy the high 
feaft pf reading the papers, which our obliging 
and attentive friend, Mr. Hinde, had kindly 
allowed us to put into bur pockets. You will 
believe that this formed a moft exquifite de- 
fert after our meal, and was of more grateful 
flavor than all the fruits and fweets of a tropi- 
cal foil. 

To an Englifhman a news-paper is a ne- 
ver-failing fource of amufement ; and the high 
delight thence derived appears to be, in fome 
meafure, peculiar to our nation. If, therefore, 
even at home, and in a peaceful hour, it be a 
great pleafure to take up the Times or the 
Chronicle of the morning, I put it to your 
feelings to judge what muft have been our 
enjoyment, when I tell you that, at this 
wide diftance from our country, and after 
being long fhut in ignorance regarding it, we 
have been quietly feated in the (hade of a coo! 
cabin to perufe the papers in the regular 
feries of a whole fortnight. We remained 
for icveral hours fecluded and in filence,-— 
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each fearing to fpeak left he Ihould dif-* 
turb the others. In fancy I fee you watch^ 
ing our party— catching each glance of the 
eye as it runs anxioufly over every co- 
lumn — amufing yourfelf at the foiemn ftlllnefs 
that obtains among us — and fmiling at the 
hidden ftart and flight paufe of interruption 
which occurs at the remoteft corner of the laft 
page, leading only to the delay of extending 
the arm for another paper. 1 fee you con- 
templating the ideas pafling in our minds, and 
marking the varied expreflTion upon our 
countenances as we pafs eagerly on from page 
to page ! But all thefe feelings have been 
formerly your own j you will therefore 
know how to eftimate them. Had you not 
been already a traveller I could have wifhed 
you a long voyage that you might know 
the real value of a Morning Herald, or an 
evening Star — that you might enjoy the high 
flavor of a true Englilh feaft, feafoned with »b- 
fence ! Send out our friend * * * * that he 
may be roufed from the apathy which fo dif- 
trefsfuliy encroaches upon his mechanical 
round of luxury and indulgence! Tell him 
that were he held in difappointed expe^ation, 
from day to day, through many anxious weeks, 
X E4 
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he would find the amufements which he now 
partakes with indifFerence to be really exqui« 
fite : and alTure him that the variety of occur- 
renceS) during a temporary privation, might di- 
vert him fro|(i a life of indolence and apall- 
ing pleafure, and convince him that many 
things he now difregards are capable of afford- 
ing far more enjoyment, than the vapid time- 
killing routine of parading in Bond-Street, — 
treading upon mufiin trains in the crowd of 
Kenfington Gardens, — and lounging at the 
play and the opera, without hearing five words 
of the performance ! 

We find the uncertainty, regarding 
our convoy, removed hy the news we read, 
but not fo fatisfaQorily as we had hoped ; 
for we have the mortification to learn that the 
fleet, with which we failed from Spithead on 
the 9th of December, and which, for fo long 
paft, we have anxioufly and hourly expe^ed, 
inflead of being fafe with us, at Barbadoes, is 
lying quietly at anchor with you, in Eng- 
land ! 

From the papers it is afeertained that the 
great body of the convoy, with our commander 
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in chief and the admiral, are returned to St. 
Helen's, after continuing feven tedious weeks at 
Tea, beating againfl; contrary winds and de> 
ftruftive ftorms, and that many of the Ihips, 
which had feparated, had previoufly put back 
to Cork, Kinfale, Plymouth, and various other 
ports. This is very diftreffing and vexatious 
news, for it robs us of the pleafing hope with 
which we had daily looked out for our com- 
rades, and tells us that alt ftill remains - - - - to 
be done again ! Twice has this great expedi- 
tion put to Tea, and during many months has 
it been, daily, expected to arrive : yet after a 
long and vivid fufpenfe do we now learn 
that it is ftill in an Englilh harbour, only pre- 
paring to fail! 

A voyage to the Eaft Indies or to China 
might be performed in lefs time than Teems to 
be required for this unhappy expedition to 
reach its deftination. It was expefted to fail 
fo long fmce as the month of September, and 
actually did pot to fea in November, and again 
on the 9th of December ; and its arrival has 
been anxioufly looked for, by the people of 
the iflands, more than half a year ! 
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The feafon is rapidly advancing — the 
inilder temperature of the climate, and the more 
favorable period of the year are wearing away, 
and the wet months fall approaching : we fear, 
therefore, that all the ills to be apprehended 
from climate may now be expeded in the 
mid ft of the campaign, or before the troops 
can well be brought into aftion^ 

When or how the convoy is again to at- 
tempt tlic voyage we do not learn : but it 
feems to be the opinion, on your fide the wa- 
ter, that the commander in chief will fail in a 
frigate without delay, and that the fleet will 
follow’, in fmall divifions, as fpeedily as the fhips 
can be repaired and made ready for fea. Tliis 
would undoubtedly bemoft advifable , for the 
waiting to airemblc large convoys, and the de- 
lays and accidents which neccifarily happen to 
them, at fea, would feem to be the very bane 
of the enterprife. 

We arc ftill told that the Cork divifion 
may be daily expeded, yet we learn that it had 
not failed when the packet left Falmouth* 
From all we can colled it would feem pvoba- 
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ble that more than fix thoufand troops, and up- 
wards of fixty fhips, many long fmce arrived, 
may have Hill to wait through another tedious 
period at Barbadoes. 

We find it among the reports of the day 
that honors are to be conferred on the Admiral 
for braving the weather, during fo many weeks 
at fea, and returning to port in E/i^ir nd with fo 
great a number of the convc/ in I'afery. On 
reading this the captain of our flrip wittily aik- 
cd — “ What honors are thofc to receive, then, 
who fought through all the perilous ftorms, 
and have made good their paflage to a port 
ihf Wt'Jl Indies 

!->t m-. lay that it is likely Admiral Chrifi 
tian will not again attempt this inaufpicious 
voyage, and that Admiral CornwallivS will take 
co'iiinand ofthe fleet when it next fails ; but 
cou!'"’'T'ing this you will have the beft informa- 
tion in England. Our prayers arc that, let 
who will command, you will fend out the 
convoy, and not withhold from the troops 
their long-expeded, and much-honored chief. 

If we are to give any credit to what we 
read in the papers it would feem that the pro- 
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Ipeft of peace is more remote than Tome had 
Ventured to hope. The Auftrians, we are for- 
rjr to 6nd,’ have been checked on the Rhine, 
and defeated under General de Vins in Pied* 
moot. Before we failed from England appear- 
ances were fomewhat pacific, and we were 
not without the hope of Toon returning to our 
friends — ^indeed the delay in the departure of 
‘the fleet had been explained, by many, upon 
the probability of an approaching peace ! But 
things again look more hofiile, and it Teems 
likely that our tropical fojourn may be of 
longer duration than was at firfl expeded. 

The papers we have received having, been 
printed during the Chriftmas holidays, furnilh 
us with no parliamentary news ; but we learn 
from them, with much regret, that our country 
' experiences a fcarcity of corn, and of fpecie. 
Without money, and without bread John Bull 
would make war very badly indeed ! Wheat 
we find is at the extravagant price of thirteen 
ihillings per bufliel, and bread as high as 
thirteen-pence half-penny the quartern loaf. 
This, we fear, may create diflatisfadion, and 
lead to commotions or ill-judged excelfes, 
from the people erroneoufly attributing.events 
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to caufes which have no juft connexion with 
them*. 

Having culled all the leading heads of 
news Dr. Cleghorn and myfelfwent on Ihore 
in the evening, and returned the papers to Mr« 
Hinde. We now took an opportunity of calU 
ing at the poft>oftice to alk for letters in the 
hope of hearing from you all ; and there we 
learned that a fad fcene of confufion had pre> 
vailed throughout the day, from the crowd 
forcing their way into the office, and each 
perfon tumbling over the whole heap to look 
for his own letters. 

I am forry to have again to inform you 
that late accounts from Grenada ftate the iftand 
to be in great danger, and that we hold poflef^ 
fion of it by a very precarious tenure, the 
troops being pent up in the town, and not 
in fufiicient force to march againft the Bri- 
gands. From St. Vincent we hear, alfo, that the 
inhabitants have been obliged to fly to arms 

* We h ive been for accuftomed to pay extravagantly 
for bread) in Ln^land, fince this period^ that the price 
which th<rn feemed frightfully cnormousi might now be 
deemtd moderate. 
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to afliil the military, and that ftill they are not 
powerful enough to defeat the Charibs. It is 
further added that the negroes, impatient of 
remaining inadive, have petitioned to be fent 
againft the enemy, threatening to go over to 
the Charibs if not foon employed to fubdue 
them. 

I had nearly forgotten to inform you that 
a French fpy has been deteded among us, who 
has been, lor feme time, watching the proceed- 
ings of the fleet at Barbadoes. It were un- 
neceflary to add that his life will be the for- 
feit of his temerity. 


Sir Ralph Ahercromby arrives at Barbadoes on St. Patrick's 
day. Joyous jeene in Carlijle bay. Author's reflcElions 
upon feenes which may follow. Succefs of the General in his 

third attempt to make the voyage. Many rumours expeBed 
to prevail. Influence of feafon with refpeB to a campaign 
in the Wejl Indies. The general Cuyler, and Clarendon ar* 
rive in Carli/le hay. State of the Clarendon. Perils of 
the general . Cuyler. A Dutch mode of punifliment. 
Progrefs of a leaky Jbip, Concertdug the Jbips of the JOr- 
cemhtr convoy which Made good oieir pajfage. 

March i7.( 

How eventful are the hours which now pafs 
before os! The fons of St. Patrick have not felt 
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tfaemfelves moreblefled, nor hailed in more joy* 
ous greetings this hallowed day than the anxious 
multitude at Barhadoes. It was only yefterday 
that I took up my pen to announce to you a 
glad arrival, and I have now to mention one 
Bill more happy. Before hreakfaB this morn- 
ing a fignal appeared at the fort, implying that 
a Blip of war was in fight ; and about eight 
o’clock a proud frigate, with fails fwelling to the 
breeze, cut her liquid path filently into the bay, 
and dropped her anchor in the midB of the 
fleet. A general feeling of joy, inBantly, 
fpread throughout the harbour. It was the 
Arethufa, with Sir Ralph Abercromby, and 
the oBicers of his BaS* on board. A fignal 
was made from the agent, and all the (hips 
in the bay immediately manned their yards, 
and rigging to hail, and to welcome, in loud 
falutation, our long-expe£ted commander in 
chief. Three heart-felt cheers were, raptu- 
roufly, fliouted from every veflfel, and as cor- 
dially echoed by the Arethufa’s company. 

The feene thus Introduced was novel 
and peculiar. It was, alfo, highly interelUng. 
The yards, the tops, the maBs and rigging 
of all the veflel^ being covered with men, they 
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refembkd cinders of bees, as they hang about 
the hive at the moment previous to fwarming. 
Each (hip was, indeed, a hive of men, but it 
was without drones, for all were equally in- 
dudrious in greeting the arrival of the king 
bee’* among them. 

Crowded with yards and mads the har- 
bour refembed a thick fored — the leaves of 
which were men, not rudling in the wind, but 
fet' in motion by the more animating breeze 
of joy and gratulation.— Loud (houts of wel- 
come refounded throughout the bay, and 
when the General went off in the boat to- 
wards the landing place, each (hip repeated 
three cheers as he paded — the multitude upon 
the beach again (liouting his welcome as 
he depped on (hore. On reaching the go- 
vernment houfe at Pilgrim he was received 
with a falute of twenty-one guns. The fame 
number was then repeated from the fort, 
which we had remarked did not fire any 
falute when the frigate entered the harbour. 

All is now life and a£^lvity. An im- 
puHive fenfation vibrates throughout the bay. 
bread throbs with ardour, and, infpired 
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by the prefence of the commander in chief, 
every one looks forward to a fuccefsful cam- 
paign. No one imagines that fate has def- 
tined him to fall; but each anticipates the 
joyous moment, when he fhall return to relate 
hilloriesof battles won, and iflands conquered, 
to his friends in peaceful England. — Yet alas! 
to how few is it allotted again to vifit either 
England or their friends ! But to fuch re- 
fledions let me be filent:— to fpeak them 
were unmilitary ! Still the duties I may have 
to perform will, fometimes, call up ftrong 
alTociations in my mind, and amidft the bufy 
din of war, or the loud rejoicings of vi£loiy, 
my very foul will often fwell with painful 
fympathy. Even while I may feel a lively 
joy in my country’s fuccefs, my agonised 
fpirit will dwell on feenes of defolation ; and 
be abforbed in the contemplation of indi- 
vidual fufferings and afflidion. However 
brilliant the campaign, the fad horrors of the 
contefl: will, frequently, ufurp the pofleflion of 
of my mind, and create an afflidivc impreflion. 
But it would ill become me to expatiate on the 
evils I am deftined to .deplore. Upon the 
great fubjed of war be it mine to view the 
VOL. 1. FF 
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events before me with the eye of a foldier— 
my immediate duty will be a fufficient tax 
upon my feelings, as a man ! 

0 

In his third attempt to reach the iflands 
the commander in chief has been very fuc- 
CL'fsful ; the Arcthufa having failed only on 
ilic 14th of February, and, confequently, made 
the voyage in thirty days. The general takes 
up his abode at a large building a little way 
out of the town, called the King’s houfc, 
which is to be made the head quarters, during 
the affembling of the troops, and the conti- 
nuance of the army at Barbadoes. 

Much news will now, of courfe, obtaia 
currency, and various and ftrange reports will 
hud their way into circulation j many perhaps 
ecptaliy devoid of truth and probability. 
Every one being anxious to catch up each 
word concerning England, and the expedition, 
innch will be haftiiy heard by fome, and as 
hallily repeated by others, whereby even fadls 
will become fo diftorted as to lofe all features of 
corrednefs ; and we (hall not dare to rely upon 
any tumour we may chance to hear. 
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Among other things it is now laid that 
only the remaining troops, belonging to thole 
regiments already in the Weft Indies, arc to 
come out with the fleet ; and that the others 
are a<ftually fent into diflerent cantonments, in 
England, there to remain until next Septem- 
ber, before they again fail for the Weft Indies. 
Of this we have many doubts j yet might it 
feem to be a prudent arrangement : for, ad- 
vanced as the feafon now is, it were, perhaps, 
wife policy to poftpone the grand obje£l of the 
expedition for a December campaign ; and tp 
employ the troops which are now here in re- 
ftoring tranquillity to our difturbed and en- 
dangered iflands, thus fulfilling the more im- 
mediate, although perhaps the minor objects 
of the armament. 

A body of troops brought out in October 
or liovembcr would have the feafon before 
them for a long campaign, but were they to 
leave England now, the length of time re- 
quired for the voyage and for their being afi> 
fembled at Barbadoes, and again prepared for 
leaving it, would bring them fo near to the- 
wet feafon, and to the hot and unhealthy pe- 
riod of the year, that not only would multi- 
F F 2 



436 

tudes fall victims to dlfeafe) but impediments, 
occafioned^by the weather, might interrupt the 
proceedings of the campaign before any thing 
important could be effected. 

We find that the Cork fleet has, un- 
queflionably, been for feveral weeks at fea, and 
may be daily expedted j the Arethufa having 
fpoken feveral of the (hips of that convoy 
upon her paflTage. At the time the Arethufa 
came into the bay two other (hips appeared 
in fight : they are fince arrived, and prove 
to be the General Cpyler mercharitman, of 
our divifion (long fuppofed to be loft), and 
the Clarendon tranfport of the Cork divifion : 
-—their arrival, and the reported approach of 
the Cork fleet add to the aufpicious events of 
St. Patrick’s day. 

The fad uncertainties of a fea voyage 
are ftrongly exemplified in the combined ar- 
rival of the General Cuyler, and the Claren- 
don. The one failed on the 9th of Deceiftber, 
and the other on the 9th of February^ (pe- 
riods more diftant than the time ufually re- 
quired for making the voyage) yet, fo favora- 
ble had been the elements to the one, and fo 



437 


adverfe to the other, that they both came into 
Carlifle bay at the fame moment. 

The Clarendon, we are told, left the har- 
bour of Cove with a fleet of 132 fail, having 
10,000 troops on board ; but (he parted from 
the convoy, in the courfc of the firft night, and 
has not feen any fhip belonging to it flnce. 
She has brought out nearly 200 men of the 
99th regiment, who, we are forry to find, have 
been far from healthy, notwithftanding the 
favorable palTage they have made. From this 
we are led to fear that thofe who are longer 
detained at fca may arrive in a very fickly 
ftatc. 


The fafety of the General Cuyler fpread 
confolation among us, and very much augment- 
ed the great and general joy diflufed by the 
arrival of the commander in chief. You will 
feel that I had real pkafure in felicitating my 
friend Nichol, wl^ was one of the paflengers, 
when I tell you that it had obtained univerfal 
belief that this (hip was loft at fea, or, at beft, 
taken by the enemy. Indeed, for feveral 
weeks paft, fuch had been the defpondent feel- 
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ings regarding her, that it would have been a 
great relief to us to have heard that (he was in 
the cnemy’s'poflTcflion. She had failed with 
us on the 9th of December, and was the laft 
fhip we had fpoken in the European feas, 
which was on the 4th of January, and on the 
lOthofFebruary our (hip reached Carliflebay; 
hence from our having been five weeks in har- 
bour without hearing of her, fcarcely a hope re- 
mained of ever feeing her again. Nor were our 
apprehenfions far from being realized, for on 
the 7th of January,only three daysafter wehad 
hailed her, (he fprung a leak, and during twen- 
ty fucceeding days, w’as only kept from fink- 
ing by the perfevering toil and exertions of the 
Ihip’s company and the paflengers, allof whom 
took their regular watch at the pumps, for fix 
or eight hours each day. With great dilficul- 
ty fhe was kept afloat : daily their peril in- 
creafed, and, for nearly three weeks, they had 
only the raclanchoty prpfpcil: of going to the 
bottom, before they could pofiibly make any 
port. Almoft exhaufted w’ith fatigue and 
apprehenfion, the hope of being faved had 
nearly abandoned them, when, fortunatelv, 
they naade one of the Canary Iflands. 

6 
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Few occurrences can be fo truly dlftre/F' 
ing, or lb ftrongly calculated to deprefs the 
mind with defponding feelings, as this critical, 
and very perilous fituation at lea. To prevent 
the threatened fate, cxceflive bodily exertions 
arc required, when, from the imprcllion of 
terror, a fufficient degree of hope fcarcely re- 
mains to ftimulate or fupport the fatigue. 
Extreme toil is demanded — perhaps, too, in 
an exhaufting, and ungenial climate, and under 
the deprefling profpeiS: of the vell'el linking in 
defpite of every effort ! 

The Dutch are faid to have a mode of pu- 
nlfliment fomewhat referabling this very dan- 
gerous and afflicting fituation, although infi- 
nitclyremovcd from it, on account ot the perfon 
who is expofed to it knowinga certain meansof 
faving himfelf, provided he lias enough of in- 
duftry to continue his exertions. The prifoncr 
is confined in a room, into which water is made 
conftantly to flow, fo incrcafing in depth that 
he muft, inevitably, he drowned if he is idle : 
hut if he will be induftrious and perfevere at 
the pump, he knows thatacertain proportion of 
labor will keep down the water, and preferve 
his life. Surely none but the amphibious and 
i r4 
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toiling Hollandets could have invented fuch a 
punifhment — fuchan aquatic remedy ! although 
it muft be allowed to be a moft ejtcellent one a- 
gainll idlenefs. But in a leaky (hip at Tea no fuch 
certainty is attainable. The leak may increafe» 
aiid no human effort may be fufficient to keep 
the veffel upon the furfacej and, in fuch cafe, all 
refourcc is denied,— the impending doom can, 
no way, be averted ! No mental powers, no 
bodily exertion can ought avail. Safety is not 
to be attained by any effort of human ftrength, 
or human wifdom. No opening is left for intel- 
leftorenterprize. Each road leads equallyto de- 
fpair ; and the event can neither be avoided nor 
reiifted. On each hand tha wretched fufferers 
fee only the wide jaw of dellrudion. The 
leak ftill increaling, the water continues to gain 
upon all the means employed. It grows deep- 
er ; the finking fliip moves heavily on : her 
weight oppofes all the force of wind and fails : 
Ihc labours to proceed : her progrefs is more 
and more impeded : the flow motion ceafes 
at intervals : a dread paufc fucceeds : the fliip 
no longer moves ! A momentary fileftce, — a 
death-Hke ftillnefs prevails throughout the 
crew j or impullive horror ejaculates in loud 



bewallings !— -She finks to the bottom, and 
all hands perilh in the filent deep. 

You will join in our rejoicings that Aich, 
although long threatened, was not the fate of 
the General Cuyler. Happily flie put into 
Palmas, and was faved. At the time of gain- 
ing the harbour flie had many feet water in the 
hold, and, only with great exertion, was kept 
afloat while the cargo was refnoved. A fort- 
night’s delay was occafioned in repairing her, 
and fitting her for the remainder of the voyage. 
It is upwards of fourteen weeks lince (he 
failed from England, twelve of which have 
been aftually palTed at lea : mod of them in 
ftriiggling againft ftonns and gales— againfl: 
contrary winds, and contending elements ! 

The paflengers are quite in furprizc to 
find that, even at this late period, their (hip is 
among the carl^ arrivals of the convoy; having 
imagined that, during their pet iluus delay, the 
whole fleet mull have reached Barbadocs, and 
the troops been again embarked for their re- 
fpedive deftinations. 
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On the other hand, all who arrive in the 
Ihips from .England or Ireland are aftoniflied 
to find fo many veflels of the convoy at Bar- 
badoes, having been led to believe, from the 
account of thofe who returned, that the whole 
muft have either gone back, put into diiferent 
ports on thepaflage, or been loft at fea. 
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LETTER XXXIII, 

Carlijle Buy tie Thamts of the Wtjl Indies. Arrivals from 
various ef^arUrs. Ajlavc-dhip engages a French Prtva* 
Uer, he Afadvas li. Indiiimany and a [^achet arrive in 
C(irI:J}e bay. Admiral ChrijVtan receives the Honors of 
Knight hoed. Vifit to the Venus fave-Jbip. Author and 
Dr, CUghcrn continue to uje ^valkiftg exercife. EjlaU of 
Air, Daniil, ’Tamar ind trei\ andfntit, 

Darbadocs, March 22. 

Carlisle bay is become quite the bufy 
Thames of the Weft Indies. Scarcely a day paflt 
cs without the arrival of veflels from one part 
of the globe or another ; and to us this affords 
a degree of variety and amufement ; for we arc 
frequently enlivened by the fignals made for 
veflels either eoming into harbour, or appear- 
ing in fight, and which prove to be from vari- 
ous, and widely feparated coafts. Englifli 
fliips of war, merchantmen, and tranfports; 
flavc fliips from the coaft of Africa ; packets j 
prizes ; American traders ; ifland veflels, pri- 
vateers, filhing fmacks, and diflerent kinds of 
boats, cutters, and luggers, arc among the al« 
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moft hourly variety, to be feen either entering 
Dr quitting Carllfle bay. 

The day after the arrival of the Arethufa 
we were early enlivened by fignals for other 
veffels coming in from windward ; but they 
proved to be (hips from very oppofite coafts ; 
one being from Hallifax, and the other 
a Guinea- man with a. cargo of ilaves from 
Africa. 

Several veflels of the Cork fleet have ar- 
rived withi^ the few lad days ; but none of 
them bring any accurate tidings of the fleet, 
moft of them, having parted from the convoy, 
during the firft or fecond night after quitting 
the harbour, and not having feen it fince. 
The Charlotte tranfport was chafed by a pri- 
vateer at the diftance of only a *few leagues 
from Barbadoes, and muft, inevitably, have 
been taken, but for the fortunate circumftance 
of a flave fhip, from the coaft of Guinea, com- 
ing up" at the time and engaging her purfuer. 
A*' running adion was maintained, for two 
hours, between the Guinea-man and the pri- 
vateeriwhen the latter ftieered off, leaving the 
flave fhip, and her protegee, to puifue their 
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way quietly to Barbadoes — the Have Ihip har- 
ing fufiered confiderably in her rigging. 

The Madras Eaft Indiaman and a packet 
are this day arrived from England. They 
failed, the one from Falmouth, the other from 
St. Helen’s, on the 23d of February, and have 
made the voyage within a month. The Ma- 
dras brings a cargo of ordnance flores. She 
failed alone, and made a running palTage. Se- 
veral perfons availed themfelves of the oppor- 
tunity of coming out in this (hip as palTcngers ; 
and (he ha§ alfo a fmall party of artillery- men 
on board. 

The arrival of the prefent packet has not 
caufed fo great a fenfation as was produced by 
the appearance of that which I mentioned to 
you before, although we are much pleafed and 
gratified to fee it. We have now an ample 
fupply both of Englifii and American papers, 
and from the arrivals being more frequent, and 
. the commander in chief among us,' the fad 
torpor of preceding weeks no longer reigns* 
Adtivity prevails, and the fufpenfe of waiting 
is alleviated by bufy preparation. 



Wc now learn that Admiral Chriftian 
has received the honor of knighthood for his 
exertions, in keeping the fea fo long, during 
fuch dreadfully tempeftuous weather: and we 
are 'told that Admiral Cornwallis, and Sir 
Hugh Chrihian are both coining out to the 
Weft Indies. By thofe on board the packet 
it is reported they were to fail the day that Ihe 
came away; but the paflengers in the Madras 
fay that they were not to fail for nearly a 
month after. The latter fhip coming from 
the place where the convoy had aftembled, 
and the circumftancc of many of the fhips 
being difubled and requiring to be repaired, 
render the report from the Madras the moft 
probable. 

We have lately had an opportunity of vi- 
fiting the Venus flave fliip ofLondon, juft ar- 
rived with a cargo of Haves, from the coaft of 
Africa. The Ihip appeared fmall : there was 
a VMint t f fpace, and the negroes feemed crowd- 
ed ; but, in all other refpeifts we were pleafed 
to remark the excellence of the accomodations, 
and the great att^tion paid to the health and 
comfort of the Haves. The cargo confifted of 
ajo prime negroes, all in high health, and good 
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fpirits. The (hip was remarkably clean. No fick- 
nefs had appeared among the blacks, or the 
crew ; nor had any one died upon the paflTage. 
They made the voyage in fix weeks, and the 
flaves were fed the whole time with Guinea 
corn. The average value of the cargo is cal- 
culated at nearly £ s° negro. The cap- 
tain has but few hands in his (hip’s company, 
5’^et from his kind treatment of the (laves he has 
fo well fecured their attachment and obedience, 
as to feel no apprehenfion of a revolt, or of 
any occurrence to menace their fafety. 

Dr, Cleghorn and myfelf continue our 
pedeftrian excurfions about the neighbour- 
hood of the bay. In one of our late rambles 
we afeended fome hills in the vicinity of Bridge- 
Town, wiiich alTord a fine landfcape of the 
ifland, together with a view of the town, the 
harbour, and the fea. 

Situated below this mountainous range is 
the plantation of a Mr. Daniel ; an old and ru- 
ral eftate which is (heltered, and rendered 
piclurefque by the neighbouring hills. Here 
we faw a very lofty and fine avenue of trees, of 
the valuable Lignum Vitx ; alfo an immenfely 



large and ancient tamarind tree, of more ex- 
tended branches, and wider trunk than the an- 
tique oaks, or fpreading elms, which are fome- 
times feen to grace the door-way of our old 
Englifh dwellings. The tamarind is of the 
IViimofa tribe, and may be regarded as a very 
liandfome example of the vegetable creation. 
It bears an immenfe quantity of fruit, which 
hangs in a filiquofe form, among the fmall 
leaves, and the numerous pods being of a dirty 
btrown colour they give a lingular appear- 
ance, without adding to the beauty of the tree. 
U|)on this old ornament of the manfion were 
hanging many bulhels — perhaps I might fay 
many hoglhcads of tamarinds, which were left 
'to fall ufele& to the ground. Efteemed as this 
fruit is in Europe, in its preferved Hate, it 
feems to be as little valued here, as the common 
crab of the hedges in England, and is equally 
Begle<^ed, not being conlidered worth the labor 
of gathering, or the expence of the fugar re- 
preferving it. 
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